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Deplatforming (rocers 2020  vs. Deplatformization (an pick 2022)

e Governing body: singular e Governing body: multiple

e Terms of order: direct, e.g. platform e Terms of order: “implied,” e.g.
policy market power or public relations

e Targets: accounts, hashtags, or e Targets: platforms, infrastructures

communities
e Example: disruption of Parler by
e Example: removal of Trump from removing access to app stores, web
Twitter service, and domain registration


https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0267323120922066
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/20570473221102199
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1. Does deplatformization actually push
hate sites “to the edge of the
ecosystem™?” (van bijck. Winkel. and Schafer 2023)

2. Are spatial metaphors of “marginality”
(fringe, edge, extremist, “alt-tech™) useful
guides for platform governance?


https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/14614448211045662

Case Study: Kiwi Farms

e Est. 2013, a branch of Something

Awful dedicated to the harassment of J
“Chris-chan” (long story)
e Doxxing and long-term harassment

e Targets disabled people, transgender | FARMS
people, “e-celebs”

e Lolcow culture

e 2022 #DropKiwiFarms campaign



2016 — KF

August 2022 —
b d fi -
anned from 2020 — KF “Drop Kiwi Farms”  Oct-Dec 2022 — Oct 2023 — Comcast 2024~
payment traffic _ ) . . Occasional VPS,
processors campaign begins. Site blackholed DNS redirects DNS. and ISP
Visa, PayPal grows up to Cloudflare by ISPs Zayo, kiwifarms requests. disruntions take
Pat ’ ’ 50% during suspends DDoS Voxility, Lumen. ISP Cogent begins ISTUPT

areon. Covid-19. mitigation service blackholin place but are
Mastercard, 9 ' 9 quickly resolved.
etc.

—m

Allegedly over 100\ o< forum — All KF domains Blackholed again  \ itioie
VPS service interface license and  halted as multiple by ISP Hurricane ¢, ot
providers refuse to i i ' g .
DreamHost pulls registrars pull services. Electric and Tor registrar Epik
host KF. domain registration. A hacker leaks certificate drops KF as
passwords. authority art of
HARICA P
' rebrand.

Kiwi Farms Deplatformization Timeline (Vu et al. 2023)



https://arxiv.org/abs/2304.07037

2016-2019 — Site Nov-Dec 2022 — Feb 2023 —

owner Joshua Moon 2021 — Moon begins kiwifarms.net returns to KiwiFlare DDoS Feb 2024 —

starts building building SneedForo, a Clearnet. Moon switches mitigation debuts, Lolcow LLC fund

independent bootleg interface based on o regional ISPs to replacing Cloudflare  raises over $150k

infrastructure. XenForo. circumvent blackholing. and improving site and begins filing
stability. suits

—_——

2017 — Moon incorporates Oct 30 2022 — Epik LLC
“Final Solutions LLC” (now returns Kiwifarms.net to
1776 Solutions LLC) Clearnet.

Kiwi Farms Replatformization Timeline

Jan 2023 — KF users
complain en masse and
file suits toward
blackholing ISPs. Almost
all fold and resume service
to KF.

Aug 2023 — Moon
incorporates
Lolcow LLC and
establishes a
bank account
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Join, or Die

Freedom of speech on the Internet in the United States will be permanently broken unless alt-tech creates a stronghold together. The underlying
ds of people a platform online.

AP

d person can deny th

infastructure that makes up the Internet has been mapped out and ked. A single
No person or company is safe from this attack vector and it works anywhere in the world.

‘When ISPs want to help us, datacenters can censor them. When datacenters want to help us, Intemet backbones (Zayo. Cogent, GTT, NTT) can
censor them. When we have an ISP, Datacenter, and contracts with backbones to stay online, the organized abuse ds other ¢ can still

force them to censor us.

T —— Cyber-libertarian nostalgia
1. Legal protections forcing carriers to be content neutral so that when threatened they can claim "I legally cannot deplatform this service" (Net m oti Vate d by m a rg i n a I iza ti O n

Neutrality when properly implemented), and/or

2. A content neutral datacenter in the US supported by a collection of alt-tech where such threats do not work.

There are various datacenters in the US with dignity, but they have little choice when their careers, companies. and families are under attack by
dangerous perverts. Unless alt-tech companies like Rumble, Odysee, Gab, and so on identify a few 1 1 and uni against corporate-

1

sponsored anarcho-tyranny, the rot will become so great that no website or startup which defies the will of this mob will ever be allowed to grow. B u i I d i n g a p a ra I I e I Sta C k

There is nothing preventing this attack on less offensive services. Given enough time and opportunity. it will happen to you.

“User” as infrastructure

or DI E.

Ifyou are in the industry and want to help or provide input email me at josh(@kiwifarms net or get in touch at =1 (4
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Why Replatformization?

kind of space...
between and beyond each tech

What is the

s walled gardens?” (van
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general capital
social, affective...)

Dijck et al. 3449) -
(financial

J

Reframing the antagonist of

platform governance - from

"~
"~

“extremism” to “capitalism

ssalppy

DDoS retarding by KiwiFlare
v2.2024.2.07




Read All About It!

- Kiwi Farms case study and racial capitalism/infrastructure framing in
“Re-Stack-tionary: The Infrastructural Turn in Far-Right Digital Media,”
forthcoming in The Routledge Companion in Digital Media and Democracy,
ed. Zizi Papachrissi, 2026

- “Replatformization” essay in the works comparing Kiwi Farms, Rumble, and
X/Twitter
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