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Deplatforming (Rogers 2020)        vs.   Deplatformization (van Dijck 2022)

● Governing body: singular

● Terms of order: direct, e.g. platform 
policy

● Targets: accounts, hashtags, or 
communities

● Example: removal of Trump from 
Twitter

● Governing body: multiple

● Terms of order: “implied,” e.g. 
market power or public relations

● Targets: platforms, infrastructures

● Example: disruption of Parler by 
removing access to app stores, web 
service, and domain registration

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0267323120922066
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/20570473221102199


PlatformizationDe-



1. Does deplatformization actually push 
hate sites “to the edge of the 
ecosystem?” (Van Dijck, Winkel, and Schäfer 2023)

2. Are spatial metaphors of “marginality” 
(fringe, edge, extremist, “alt-tech”) useful 
guides for platform governance?

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/14614448211045662


Case Study: Kiwi Farms

● Est. 2013, a branch of Something 
Awful dedicated to the harassment of 
“Chris-chan” (long story)

● Doxxing and long-term harassment
● Targets disabled people, transgender 

people, “e-celebs”
● Lolcow culture
● 2022 #DropKiwiFarms campaign



Kiwi Farms Deplatformization Timeline (Vu et al. 2023)

August 2022 – 
“Drop Kiwi Farms” 
campaign begins. 
Cloudflare 
suspends DDoS 
mitigation service.

September 18-27 2022 
– All KF domains 
halted as multiple 
registrars pull services. 
A hacker leaks 
passwords.

2021 – XenForo 
revokes forum 
interface license and 
DreamHost pulls 
domain registration.

2016 – KF 
banned from 
payment 
processors 
Visa, PayPal, 
Patreon, 
Mastercard, 
etc.

2017-2019 – 
Allegedly over 100 
VPS service 
providers refuse to 
host KF.

2020 – KF 
traffic 
grows up to 
50% during 
Covid-19.

Oct-Dec 2022 – 
Site blackholed 
by ISPs Zayo, 
Voxility, Lumen.

Dec 2023 – 
Notorious 
far-right 
registrar Epik 
drops KF as 
part of 
rebrand.

May-Jul 2023 – 
Blackholed again 
by ISP Hurricane 
Electric and Tor 
certificate 
authority 
HARICA.

Oct 2023 – Comcast 
DNS redirects 
kiwifarms requests. 
ISP Cogent begins 
blackholing.

2024 – 
Occasional VPS, 
DNS, and ISP 
disruptions take 
place but are 
quickly resolved.

https://arxiv.org/abs/2304.07037


Kiwi Farms Replatformization Timeline

2016-2019 – Site 
owner Joshua Moon 
starts building 
independent 
infrastructure.

Nov-Dec 2022 – 
kiwifarms.net returns to 
Clearnet. Moon switches 
to regional ISPs to 
circumvent blackholing.

2017 – Moon incorporates 
“Final Solutions LLC” (now 
1776 Solutions LLC)

Oct 30 2022 –  Epik LLC 
returns Kiwifarms.net to 
Clearnet.

Jan 2023 – KF users 
complain en masse and 
file suits toward 
blackholing ISPs. Almost 
all fold and resume service 
to KF.

2021 – Moon begins 
building SneedForo, a 
bootleg interface based on 
XenForo.

Feb 2023 – 
KiwiFlare DDoS 
mitigation debuts, 
replacing Cloudflare 
and improving site 
stability.

Aug 2023 – Moon 
incorporates 
Lolcow LLC and 
establishes a 
bank account

Feb 2024 – 
Lolcow LLC fund 
raises over $150k 
and begins filing 
suits



- Cyber-libertarian nostalgia 
motivated by marginalization

- Building a parallel stack

- “User” as infrastructure



Why Replatformization?

What is the “kind of space… 
between and beyond each tech 
company’s walled gardens?” (Van 
Dijck et al. 3449) - general capital 
(financial, social, affective…)

Reframing the antagonist of 
platform governance - from 
“extremism” to “capitalism”



Read All About It!

- Kiwi Farms case study and racial capitalism/infrastructure framing in 
“Re-Stack-tionary: The Infrastructural Turn in Far-Right Digital Media,” 
forthcoming in The Routledge Companion in Digital Media and Democracy, 
ed. Zizi Papachrissi, 2026

- “Replatformization” essay in the works comparing Kiwi Farms, Rumble, and 
X/Twitter
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