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October 08, 2025

Stephen French , Esquire
Binnall Law Group
717 King Street
Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22314

RE:     Deposition of Michael T. Flynn taken on 9/29/2025
           Michael T. Flynn v Jim Stewartson

Dear Mr. French,

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT READ AND SIGN
It is suggested that the review of this transcript be completed within 30 days of your receipt of this letter, 

as considered reasonable under Federal Rules*.

   X  Attorney - Copy of Transcript Enclosed:  Signature of the Deponent is required.  Please have the deponent
make any corrections/changes necessary on the Errata Sheet ONLY, sign name on the form where indicated.  Please
return ONLY the original signed Errata Sheet to our offices within 30 days from the date of this memorandum.  If you have
any questions, please call our offices.  

     Attorney - No Copy Ordered:  Since you did not request a copy of the transcript, it will be necessary for the
Deponent to call our offices to arrange for an appointment to read and sign the transcript of the Deposition within 30 days
of this memorandum.  

     Deponent:   At the time of your deposition, you did not waive your right to read and sign the transcript of your
testimony, therefore, attached please find a copy of the transcript and Errata Sheet.  Please read the transcript, make any
corrections necessary on the Errata Sheet ONLY, sign the bottom of the Errata Sheet, and return it within 30 days from the
date of this memorandum.  Please call our offices if you have any questions. 

      Deponent:   At the time of your deposition, you did not waive your right to read and sign the transcript of your
testimony, therefore, it is necessary for you to come to our offices to read and sign same.  Please call Milestone Reporting
Company to arrange for an appointment at your earliest convenience.

     The errata sheet(s) and Notary Certificates(s) have not been received by our office in the allotted time
period. The original transcript has been filed with the appropriate court or counsel.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

No. 410449                                                  Reporter:

cc: George A.D. Thurlow, Esquire.
Craig Whisenhunt, Esquire

Waiver:
I, Michael T. Flynn , hereby waive the reading and signing of my deposition transcript. 

__________________________________________ _________________
Deponent Signature Date

*Federal Civil Procedure Rule 30 (e) / Florida Civil Procedure Role 1.310 (e)
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 1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

 2                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  We are

 3 now on the record.  Today's date is October 2, 2025, and

 4 the time is approximately 1:04 p.m., Eastern Time.

 5                My name is Audrey Hall, and I'm the

 6 officer designated by Remote Legal, 11 Broadway, Suite

 7 468, New York, New York, to take the record of this

 8 proceeding.

 9                This is the deposition of Jim Stewartson,

10 taken in the matter of Flynn versus Stewartson, et al.,

11 Case Number 2023 CA 004264 NC, filed in the Circuit

12 Court of the Twelfth Judicial Circuit in and for

13 Sarasota County, Florida Civil Division.

14                Would all counsel please identify

15 themselves for the record and state who they represent

16 starting with the noticing attorney.

17                MR. ROBERTS:  Good afternoon.  This is

18 Jared Roberts on behalf of the plaintiff, Michael Flynn.

19 With me is Stephen French.

20                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.

21                MR. THURLOW:  Good afternoon.  George

22 Thurlow on behalf of Defendant Jim Stewartson.  My co-

23 counsel, Craig Whisenhunt, is also on.

24                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  And --

25 okay.  And Mr. Thurlow, your last name, I have it
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 1 Rayhart (phonetic), but you're Thurlow, so let me make

 2 sure I change that, just after I'm done with the --

 3                MR. THURLOW:  Yeah.  There are two of us

 4 in the --

 5                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  Okay.

 6                MR. THURLOW:  Yeah.  There are two

 7 Georges in my firm, and there's George Rahdert in Maine.

 8 Both of us are counsel of record, but I'm the one here

 9 today.

10                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  Great.

11 So I'm just going to make that little change -- one

12 moment -- so we don't go too far without it.  Okay.

13                This is -- this deposition is being taken

14 remotely on behalf of the plaintiff, and is being

15 conducted pursuant to the procedural rules and laws

16 governing this matter.

17                As such, all parties agree to this means

18 of capturing the official record, which may include

19 recording by audio, audiovisual, and/or stenographic

20 means, and agree not to oppose admissibility of the

21 testimony in this proceeding on the basis of the

22 personnel or method by which the testimony was captured.

23                Further, all parties agree that the

24 proceedings officer or person administering the oath may

25 be authorized to administer the oath under the rules
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 1 where they reside.

 2                Do all parties so stipulate?

 3                MR. ROBERTS:  Yes, from Plaintiff.

 4                MR. THURLOW:  Yes, from Defendant.

 5                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Thank you.

 6                I will now swear in the witness.

 7                But first, Mr. Stewartson, will you

 8 please state and spell your full name for the record.

 9                MR. STEWARTSON:  My full name is James

10 Arthur Stewartson, J-A-M-E-S A-R-T-H-U-R S-T-E-W-A-R-T-

11 S-O-N.

12                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Thank you.

13 Will you please raise your right hand.

14                Do you swear or affirm the testimony

15 you're about to give shall be the truth, the whole

16 truth, and nothing but the truth?

17                MR. STEWARTSON:  Yes.

18 WHEREUPON,

19      J A M E S  A R T H U R  S T E W A R T S O N ,

20 having been called as a witness, being duly sworn by the

21 notary public present, testified as follows:

22                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Thank you.

23                Counsel, you may now begin.

24                       EXAMINATION

25 BY MR. ROBERTS:
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 1      Q    Good afternoon, Mr. Stewartson, or perhaps,

 2 good morning where you are.  My name is Jared Roberts.

 3 I'm here today on behalf of the plaintiff, Michael

 4 Flynn.  I just want to go over some of the basics of

 5 depositions to begin, starting with, Have you ever been

 6 deposed before?

 7      A    No, I have not.

 8      Q    All right.  So just a few ground rules to go

 9 over first.  I'll keep it simple.  But first, are you

10 aware that you are under oath today?

11      A    Yes.

12      Q    And that it's the same oath that would apply

13 as if you were testifying in court?

14      A    Yes.

15      Q    Are you under the influence of any drugs or

16 alcohol that would affect your ability to testify

17 truthfully?

18      A    No.

19      Q    Are there -- are there any other reasons that

20 would prevent you from recalling events or testifying

21 truthfully today?

22      A    No.

23      Q    During this deposition, I'll ask you a series

24 of questions.  And I don't want you to guess at any

25 questions.  If you need me to rephrase a question,
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 1 please just let me know.  However, if you answer the

 2 question, I'll assume you understood it; is that fair?

 3      A    Sure.

 4      Q    And during today's deposition, if you need to

 5 take any breaks, that's fine.  You can just let me know.

 6 I would just ask that if a question is pending, you

 7 answer the question before we take a break; is that

 8 fair?

 9      A    Sure.  Yes.

10      Q    Okay.  Yeah.  And then for purposes of the

11 record, if you are going to give a yes or no answer, I

12 would just ask that you verbally say yes or no instead

13 of uh-huh or shaking your head, just so we have a clear

14 record.  Does that make sense?

15      A    Yes.

16      Q    Now, in preparing for today's deposition, did

17 you review any documents?

18      A    No -- I mean, sure.  Which kind of -- what

19 kind of documents?  Can you rephrase.

20      Q    Yeah.  Anything that -- any documents that

21 would help refresh your recollection of -- for the

22 topics of today's deposition, specifically the four

23 statements that are at issue.

24      A    I reviewed some of my own tweets, if that's

25 what you mean.
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 1      Q    Yes.

 2      A    Yeah.  Yes.

 3      Q    Did you review anything else?

 4      A    Just some of my own writing that I've done

 5 about Flynn to -- to refresh my recollection of my work

 6 over the last five years, but nothing beyond, sort of,

 7 reviewing my own content.

 8      Q    And what tweets did you review, if you can

 9 recall any?

10      A    I -- I've -- I've looked at a lot.  I -- I've,

11 in the last five years, tweeted 120,000 times, so

12 they're a lot.

13      Q    Would you say you just generally went through

14 your Twitter account?

15      A    I -- I did some searches, you know,

16 surrounding some of the topics that I understand we're

17 going to talk about to refresh my recollection about the

18 context and the meaning of the words that I used.

19      Q    Can you give us the search terms that you

20 used.

21      A    Flynn, Nazi, Flynn, Pence, the -- the language

22 that I believe are at -- at issue here.

23      Q    And when you were reviewing these posts, did

24 you save them anywhere?

25      A    No.  They're already saved.  They're public.
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 1      Q    Did you otherwise document which posts you

 2 were reviewing?

 3      A    No.  I mean, I -- I take screenshots of -- of

 4 things sometimes to have, you know, a screenshot record

 5 of things.  I don't recall doing that while I was

 6 looking at my tweets yesterday.

 7      Q    Okay.  And do you have anything in front of

 8 you today?

 9      A    I have my computer.

10      Q    Any documents?

11      A    I have a -- I have an iPad over here, but I --

12 I'm not -- there's nothing on it.

13      Q    Okay.  You don't have any documents printed

14 out in front of you or anything?

15      A    No.

16      Q    Do you have anything pulled up on the iPad?

17      A    No.

18      Q    Did you meet with your attorneys in preparing

19 for today's deposition?

20                MR. THURLOW:  Objection insofar as it

21 calls for privileged attorney-client communications.

22 BY MR. ROBERTS:

23      Q    Yeah.  Mr. Stewartson, I'm not -- I don't want

24 to know about what you discussed with your attorneys,

25 just simply asking if you did meet with them.
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 1                MR. THURLOW:  You can go ahead and answer

 2 yes or no.

 3                THE WITNESS:  Yes.

 4 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 5      Q    Okay.  Do you recall roughly when you met with

 6 them?

 7      A    I've been talking with them and emailing with

 8 them, as one does with lawyers.  I -- I -- I'm not sure

 9 what question you're -- you're asking me.  I talked to -

10 - I have talked to my lawyers and -- over the last

11 several days, using a number of normal means of

12 communication.

13      Q    Okay.  And were those meetings all in

14 preparing for today's deposition?

15                MR. THURLOW:  Objection insofar as it

16 calls for privileged attorney-client communications.

17 BY MR. ROBERTS:

18      Q    Did you meet with your counsel today?

19      A    No.

20      Q    Did you meet with your counsel yesterday?

21      A    I emailed with my counsel yesterday.

22      Q    When's the last time you had a phone call with

23 your counsel?

24      A    The day before that.

25      Q    And roughly how long would you say that was?
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 1      A    Forty minutes.  I'm not sure.  I can't

 2 remember exactly.

 3      Q    Did you meet with anyone other than your

 4 attorneys in preparing for today's deposition?

 5      A    No.

 6      Q    And are there any persons in the room with you

 7 right now?

 8      A    No.

 9      Q    All right.  So starting with some of your

10 background, please give me your educational background.

11      A    A high school graduate.  Had a little bit of -

12 - of college, you know, many, many years ago.  But my --

13 I am -- I am an autodidact.  I -- I've -- I -- school

14 was always a little slow for me, to be honest with you,

15 so I -- I learned on my own.

16      Q    Fair enough.  Where did you attend high

17 school?

18      A    Montgomery Blair High School in -- in Silver

19 Spring, Maryland.

20      Q    And did you obtain a high school diploma?

21      A    Yes.

22      Q    What year was that?

23      A    1986.

24      Q    And where did you attend college?

25      A    University of Maryland.  Went to University of
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 1 San Francisco for a semester.

 2      Q    What years were you at the University of

 3 Maryland?

 4      A    '87, I think.  I think it was the year right -

 5 - the year right after high school.

 6      Q    And what years were you at University of San

 7 Francisco?

 8      A    I -- I don't remember the exact year.

 9 Somewhere around '92, probably.

10      Q    Do you remember what you studied at the

11 University of Maryland?

12      A    Yeah.  I was -- it was a first semester.  I

13 was interested in computer science, but I hadn't

14 declared any major or any of -- anything at that point.

15      Q    Got it.  Did you declare a major at the

16 University of San Francisco?

17      A    I may have declared computer science because

18 that's what I was interested in, but I -- I can't

19 recall.  This is a long time.

20      Q    Okay.  And what is your work history?

21      A    How -- can you -- can -- can you be more

22 specific.  Or give me a way to answer your question that

23 is helpful because I've -- I've had a long work history

24 over the last 30 years of -- of entrepreneurship,

25 technology, entertainment.
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 1      Q    Right.  Of course.  Yeah.  And I find it

 2 easiest to work backwards most of the time.  So I guess

 3 we can start with, are you currently employed?

 4      A    No.  I'm self-employed.

 5      Q    Okay.  And what does your self-employment

 6 consist of?

 7      A    Mostly revenue from Substack.

 8      Q    And how long have you been self-employed?

 9      A    Well, I've been self-employed many times over

10 my working career, so.  But the last sort of job that I

11 had was in, I guess, 2021, working for Games AI Company.

12 Let me make sure I have that date right.  Yeah.  '21.

13      Q    Okay.  And what year did you join the Games AI

14 Company?

15      A    '21.

16      Q    Okay.  And how long were you there for?

17      A    About 8 or 9 months, something like that.

18      Q    Okay.  And where did you work before that?

19      A    Before that, I was doing independent

20 contracting work, creating virtual characters for

21 translations.  So it was -- it was to help people

22 acclimate to situations using artificial intelligence

23 and virtual reality.

24      Q    How long did you work as an independent

25 contractor doing that?
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 1      A    About a year and a half, I guess.

 2      Q    So 2020 into 2021?

 3      A    Yeah.  It's -- or 2019 to 2020.

 4      Q    Got it.  And what did you do before that?

 5      A    Let me make sure.  Forgive me.  I -- before

 6 that, I was -- I worked at a company called Talespin,

 7 which did business-based virtual reality technology.

 8      Q    Okay.  And how long were you there for?  And

 9 Mr. Stewartson, you don't need to look anything up.  If

10 you don't remember, you can just tell me.

11      A    Yeah.  I -- I'm sorry.  I -- I just want to be

12 accurate.

13      Q    No.  Of course.  I appreciate that.

14      A    Yeah.  It was 2018 to 2019.  I worked there

15 for about 18 months.

16      Q    Okay.  And before that?

17      A    Before that, I believe, if you don't want me

18 to look it up, I worked at -- I had my own company

19 called "Awesome Rocketship," which built virtual reality

20 simulators for entertainment.

21      Q    Okay.  Do you know roughly how long you did

22 that for?

23      A    3 years.

24      Q    3 years.  Okay.  And do you recall what you

25 did before that?
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 1      A    I think the job that I had before that was at

 2 Google, working for Niantic, which does -- does now

 3 Pokemon Go.  So I was there while Pokemon Go was being

 4 built and other things.  I -- I had my own alternate

 5 reality game project that I built for Google.

 6      Q    Do you know roughly the years you were at

 7 Google for?

 8      A    2014 to 2015.

 9      Q    Okay.  And was your employment before 2014?

10      A    I had a company called "Fourth Wall Studios."

11 It was a sort of hybrid technology entertainment company

12 that built experiences that told stories over your

13 devices, your email, your text messages, et cetera.  And

14 I -- I was CEO of that company for 5 years.

15      Q    Okay.  So that takes you into 2009, give or

16 take?

17      A    Mm-hmm.

18      Q    Okay.  And prior to --

19      A    But -- yeah.  Sorry.

20      Q    Prior to 2009?

21      A    I was working at -- well, I think it's 2008,

22 actually as a cut-off, but before that, I was working at

23 42 Entertainment, which was a pioneering sort of

24 marketing entertainment hybrid company that worked with

25 Microsoft and, you know, the Dark Knight and other very
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 1 large properties to create marketing experiences.

 2      Q    Got it.  And how long were you -- did you do

 3 that for?

 4      A    4 years, I think.

 5      Q    Okay.  So starting around 2004?

 6      A    2003, I believe, is when that company started.

 7      Q    Got it.  And prior to that -- what was your

 8 employment?

 9      A    I was CTO of an artificial intelligence,

10 virtual reality company that built technology to capture

11 and display 3D animation based on facial recognition.

12      Q    And do you remember which years you did that

13 for?

14      A    The previous company was bought in 2000, so I

15 think that was 2000 to 2003.  Pretty sure.

16      Q    Okay.  And what about before then?

17      A    I ran -- I was co-founder and CTO of a company

18 called "Shout Interactive," which built 3D engines and

19 content for web browsers online.  So we built lots of

20 high-end 3D gaming experiences through the '90s for

21 large brands.

22      Q    Okay.  Roughly which years was that?

23      A    '96 to 2000.  Something like that.

24      Q    Okay.  And before '96?

25      A    Before '96 --
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 1      Q    I know we're getting back there now.

 2      A    What's that?

 3      Q    I know we're getting way back in the years

 4 now.

 5      A    Well, I would -- well, it's okay.  I -- I had

 6 a -- a -- an independent graphic design company called

 7 "Eponymous Press," which I believe was '92 to '95, where

 8 I was building -- you know, in the very early days of

 9 the web, I was building, you know, 3D experiences and

10 other things.

11      Q    And I know you -- we discussed that you went

12 to San Francisco around 1992.  Were you employed while

13 you were a student there?

14      A    Yes.  I mean, yeah.  I was -- I -- I -- was

15 employed.

16      Q    Okay.  And between 1986, when you went to

17 Maryland, and 1992, with San Francisco, what did you do

18 during those years?

19      A    I worked in Maryland as a -- as a bartender.

20 I was a musician from my very early youth, so I had a

21 lot of music activities going on.  And then I think it

22 was '90, I moved to -- so I was bartending and things

23 like that.  And in '90, I moved to San Francisco because

24 my friends were there, and we wanted to start a band.

25      Q    So is it accurate to say you really haven't
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 1 had many gaps in your employment?

 2      A    No.  I mean, I -- it depends on what you mean

 3 by "gaps."  I mean, there were -- there were lots of

 4 years where I wasn't technically employed by anybody.

 5      Q    Got it.

 6      A    I've -- I've always been an independent, sort

 7 of, person, sometimes as a business and sometimes on my

 8 own.

 9      Q    Understood.  And prior to this case, have you

10 ever been a party to a lawsuit?

11      A    Only a bank.  I think -- I think the only

12 other lawsuit that there is is a bank credit card

13 foreclosure at some point.

14      Q    Got it.  Do you have any criminal convictions?

15      A    No.

16      Q    Please list for me all social media platforms

17 that you use, where you have a current account,

18 including your username on each platform.

19      A    Sure.  Substack, where the -- I -- I think

20 it's jimstewartson, just all one word.  Twitter or X,

21 whatever we're calling it now, I have a significant

22 account.  I have a small account on Mastodon and a small

23 account on Threads, where mostly I just post articles

24 that I've written on Substack.

25      Q    Do you know your username on those -- on those
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 1 platforms?

 2      A    I believe on -- oh, also on Bluesky, I have a

 3 account.  Sorry.  On Bluesky, it's jim-stewartson, and

 4 on the other ones, I believe it's just jimstewartson for

 5 all of them.

 6      Q    Got it.  And can you describe to me what

 7 Substack is.

 8      A    That's a blogging platform, effectively, where

 9 you can charge for -- charge a subscription.

10      Q    Okay.  And do you get paid for posting on

11 Substack or for having subscribers?

12      A    I don't charge for any of my articles.  I have

13 a -- I allow people to subscribe for $7 a month to

14 support me, but my articles have never been behind a

15 paywall.

16      Q    Do you know roughly how many subscribers you

17 have?

18      A    Yes.  About 33,500 on Substack.

19      Q    And do they all regularly pay the $7 a month?

20      A    No, no.  The -- no.  Small fraction.

21      Q    Okay.  Do you post about General Flynn on

22 Substack?

23      A    Rarely, but yes.  He -- he's not a main focus

24 of my work on Substack, but -- but I certainly write

25 about him when I feel -- when I have concerns.
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 1      Q    Do you -- what percentage of your Substack

 2 posts would you say involve General Flynn?

 3      A    Five percent, maybe.

 4      Q    Okay.  And Mr. Stewartson, do you host any

 5 podcasts?

 6      A    Yes.  I -- I am a co-host of a podcast called

 7 "Radicalized Pod:  Truth Survives."

 8      Q    Do you receive any income from that podcast?

 9      A    No.

10      Q    Who are your co-hosts?

11      A    Heidi Cuda and Josh Fidel.

12      Q    And how long have you operated this podcast

13 for?

14      A    I think we started in 2021 November, I

15 believe.

16      Q    And how frequently do you put out episodes?

17      A    We have an interview once a week.  I mean,

18 it's varied because we've changed things over the years,

19 but usually it's basically an interview with somebody

20 that we find notable, and -- and then we have a

21 livestream every week, where we just kind of talk about

22 it more casually amongst ourselves.

23      Q    Do you discuss General Flynn on this podcast?

24      A    Occasionally, at about the same percentage as

25 I do on any other platform.
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 1      Q    Got it.  Have you appeared on any other

 2 podcasts in the last two years that aren't your own?

 3      A    A couple.  Yes.  There was one Tony -- no.

 4 Not -- can't remember the name of it.  It was a

 5 MeidasTouch podcast that I went on.  I went on a podcast

 6 with Dean Blundell, we did a brief appearance with Lev

 7 Parnas on Substack, but those were just one-off

 8 appearances.

 9      Q    Okay.  Do you recall whether or not you

10 discussed General Flynn on these podcasts?

11      A    I believe I did on the MeidasTouch podcast,

12 but -- I -- I can't recall.  Certainly, I -- I'm sure I

13 did with Dean, and, you know, Flynn is -- is a topic.

14      Q    Right.  Do you remember which topics about

15 General Flynn that you discussed?

16      A    No.  I'm sorry.  I -- I --

17      Q    No, it's okay.  Have you ever communicated

18 about General Flynn with anyone else via text message,

19 outside of your attorneys?

20      A    Only in the sense that Flynn is a -- is a

21 newsworthy person.  I have friends that send me things

22 like articles about him, et cetera.  But I don't discuss

23 what I do with anyone.  I don't -- I don't discuss my

24 content and my words with anyone before I say them.

25      Q    And who is your cell phone carrier?
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 1      A    AT&T, I think.  Yes.

 2      Q    And your cell phone number?

 3      A    (Answer marked as confidential.)

 4      Q    Do you have any prior cell phone numbers?

 5      A    No.  I've had that one for nearly 30 years

 6 now.

 7      Q    Got it.  Have you communicated about General

 8 Flynn with anyone via email other than your attorneys?

 9      A    Probably, but nothing -- but I -- I -- in --

10 in the general course of things, people are aware that

11 there is a lawsuit.  People are aware of things like

12 that.  And I -- I -- you know, I mean, Flynn is a famous

13 man doing a lot of things.  And so -- and so I'm sure

14 that -- that there has been -- his name has come up, but

15 I don't have conversations about anything that I do or

16 say with anyone else.  That's my process.

17      Q    Got it.  And what current email addresses do

18 you have?

19      A    The -- the only one I really use is

20 jim@rides.tv (phonetic).

21      Q    Okay.  Did you have any prior emails that you

22 regularly used?

23      A    Sure.  Dozen -- lots of them.  I can't recall

24 them all or --

25      Q    Can you -- sorry -- can you give me any of the
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 1 ones that you recall.

 2      A    Jim@stewartson.com was one that I used for a

 3 long time before it got, sort of, attacked with spam.

 4      Q    Okay.  All right.  So now I kind of want -- I

 5 want to switch gears to the statements at issue in this

 6 case.  And let's see if we can get these exhibits to

 7 work here.  So I'm going to share the first exhibit.

 8                MR. ROBERTS:  And we can mark this as

 9 Plaintiff's Exhibit 1.

10      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 1 marked for identification.)

11 BY MR. ROBERTS:

12      Q    And Mr. Stewartson, do you see this exhibit on

13 your screen?  You should be able to move it around and

14 review it.  You should be able to scroll on your own.

15      A    Yeah.

16      Q    And let me know if you have any issues seeing

17 it or scrolling.

18      A    I see it.  Yeah.

19      Q    Okay.  So @jimstewartson, is -- this is your

20 account, correct?

21      A    Yes.

22      Q    Okay.  And do you recognize this post?

23      A    I -- I don't remember it specifically, but I -

24 - I believe that it's a post of mine.

25      Q    Okay.  Do you have any reason to think that
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 1 you didn't post this?

 2      A    No.

 3      Q    And in this you wrote, "Mike Flynn is a nazi,"

 4 correct?

 5      A    Yes.

 6      Q    Okay.  What did you base this assertion on?

 7      A    Well, there's -- I -- I am quote tweeting his

 8 channel, his Telegram channel, which was full of literal

 9 Nazis, people saying that they want death to Jews and

10 all of the things that Nazis do.  And in my opinion, and

11 this is just this tweet allowing that and encouraging

12 this behavior, which is demonstrated on his channel, to

13 me, that is, if -- if you are encouraging Nazis, then

14 that makes you a Nazi, in my opinion.

15      Q    Is there anything that General Flynn himself

16 said that made you call him a Nazi?

17      A    There are thousands of things that he said

18 that have made me come to that conclusion.

19      Q    Okay.  And what are those?

20      A    A -- a Nazi is short for national socialist.

21 National socialism has an ideology.  That ideology is

22 eliminationist.  It is anti-Semitic.  It is racist.  It

23 is anti-immigrant.  And it is authoritarian

24 dictatorship.

25           Those are -- that is the concept of national
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 1 socialism.  And I have watched Mike Flynn for now five

 2 years promote every one of those ideas, promote the

 3 conspiracy theory, that there is a -- that there is a

 4 cabal of communists and -- and George Soros and -- and

 5 people who are trying to take over the federal

 6 government, and what needs to happen is a war against

 7 that.  To me, that is -- that is the definition of Nazi.

 8      Q    All right.  I'm going to close this exhibit

 9 out.  And next -- I'm going to pull up the next post

10 here.  Sorry.  Technology is not my strong suit.

11                MR. ROBERTS:  All right.  This next

12 exhibit we can mark as Plaintiff's Exhibit 2.

13      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 2 marked for identification.)

14 BY MR. ROBERTS:

15      Q    Mr. Stewartson, do you recognize this post?

16      A    Yes.  Or vague -- yes.  Yes.

17      Q    Did you make this post?

18      A    I'm sure I did.

19      Q    Do you have any reason to think that you

20 wouldn't have made this post?

21      A    No.  I'm sure I did make this post.

22      Q    Okay.  And in this you wrote, "He wants to be

23 Hitler.  He wants a second holocaust.  Truly."  Correct?

24      A    Yes.

25      Q    Were you referring to General Flynn when you
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 1 said this?

 2      A    Yes.

 3      Q    And what did you base this assertion on?

 4      A    Well, in -- in this particular case, again,

 5 the context is his own output on his Telegram channel,

 6 where he is using Nazi concepts.  Nazi -- the -- the

 7 entire channel was full of -- of Nazis.  And the end

 8 result of this kind of rhetoric, which he is promoting,

 9 is Holocaust.

10           So -- so, yes.  It is based on the -- again,

11 this is -- when was this?  2021?  So I had been, you

12 know, following Mike Flynn closely for well over a year,

13 and this was and still is my opinion.

14      Q    How would you define "Holocaust"?

15      A    A genocide of -- of humans based on fascist

16 ideology.

17      Q    And what would you -- how would you define

18 "genocide"?

19      A    A -- a systematic murder of a specific kind of

20 person.

21      Q    Okay.  Close this out.

22                MR. ROBERTS:  All right.  I'm pulling up

23 the next post in this -- at issue in this case.  We can

24 mark this as Plaintiff's Exhibit 3, please.

25      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 3 marked for identification.)
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 1 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 2      Q    Mr. Stewartson, this appears to be another

 3 post on your X account from March 28, 2023.  Do you

 4 recognize this post?

 5      A    Yes.

 6      Q    Okay.  Did you make this post?

 7      A    I'm sure I did.  Yes.

 8      Q    Okay.  And in it you wrote, "Mike Flynn

 9 employed Jack Posobiec to torture prisoners in

10 Guantanamo"; is that correct?

11      A    Yes.

12      Q    And what did you base this assertion on?

13      A    Jack Posobiec's words.  Jack Posobiec brags

14 about having, you know, worked under Flynn while he was

15 at DIA, and he brags about interrogating detainees at

16 Guantanamo while he was working for Mike Flynn.  You can

17 argue about whether torture happened in Guantanamo or if

18 you -- if you want, but -- but the ACLU and numerous

19 humanitarian organizations believe there was a lot of

20 torture that went on in that facility.

21           So I found it -- I found it to be of interest

22 to my followers that Jack Posobiec, who has himself

23 openly said neo-Nazi and fascist things, was working at

24 Guantanamo, interrogating prisoners while he was working

25 for Mike Flynn, especially because of the relationship
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 1 that developed after that, where Posobiec was one of the

 2 primary pushers of Pizzagate and other horrific

 3 conspiracy theories.

 4      Q    Do you -- are you aware of any specific

 5 statements from Mr. Posobiec that he did torture

 6 prisoners?

 7      A    I -- I wrote an article that said that he

 8 interrogated prisoners in Guantanamo.  And he read my

 9 article and said, No, they're not prisoners.  They're

10 detainees.  So -- so he -- he is the one who -- who is -

11 - who was bragging about it and, you know, correcting my

12 language about the people that he interrogated at a

13 black site torture facility.

14      Q    Are you aware of any statements that General

15 Flynn hired Mr. Posobiec to interrogate prisoners or

16 detainees?

17      A    I am aware that Mike Flynn was the head of the

18 organization that Jack Posobiec was working for.

19      Q    Are you aware of any official government

20 reports discussing torture of prisoners at Guantanamo

21 Bay?

22      A    I'm -- I'm not sure what -- exactly what the

23 status of -- of investigations of Guantanamo is, but the

24 government's version of what went on there is not to --

25 to be terribly relevant in this case.
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 1      Q    All right.  I'm going to close this one out.

 2 All right.  And the fourth statement at issue in this

 3 case -- and I'll share this.

 4                MR. ROBERTS:  We can mark this as

 5 Plaintiff's Exhibit 4, please.

 6      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 4 marked for identification.)

 7 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 8      Q    Mr. Stewartson, this appears to be another

 9 post from your account on April 5, 2023.  Do you

10 recognize this post?

11      A    I -- let me -- probably.  I -- I -- I'm sure -

12 - I'm sure it's mine.  I'm not suggesting it's not.

13      Q    Okay.

14      A    I don't -- I don't recognize this one in

15 particular, but --

16      Q    Do you have any reason to doubt whether you

17 made this post?

18      A    No, no.  Nope.

19      Q    And in this post, you wrote, "Mike Flynn

20 literally tried to murder Mike Pence," correct?

21      A    With QAnon.

22      Q    With QAnon.  Okay.  Yeah.  And what did you

23 base this assertion on?

24      A    Observation.  The -- my --

25      Q    What were those observations?
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 1      A    What's that?

 2      Q    I'm sorry.  I didn't mean to cut you off, Mr.

 3 Stewartson.  I was just asking what those observations

 4 were.

 5      A    Those observations were Mike Flynn and his

 6 entire coterie around him promoting conspiracy theories

 7 about Mike Pence, leading up to January 6th.  His

 8 associate, Ivan Raiklin, who calls himself a loyal

 9 digital soldier for Mike Flynn, created the Pence card,

10 which was the strategy to pressure Mike Pence into not

11 validating the election.

12           And Mike Flynn's associates from Proud Boys,

13 Oath Keepers, and QAnon were all advocating for hunting

14 him down and ultimately hanging him.  And according to

15 reports, they came within 100 feet.

16      Q    What were the reports?

17      A    So in my -- in my opinion, and based on the

18 many, many, the hundreds or thousands of hours that I

19 watched of Mike Flynn and his rhetoric leading up to

20 January 6th, it was very, very clear to me that they

21 wanted to get rid of him.

22      Q    You mentioned reports.  Do you recall what

23 those reports were?

24      A    The -- they're -- I'm -- I'm sorry.  Which

25 reports?  I want to make sure I got the question right.
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 1      Q    I believe you mentioned reports in the context

 2 of coming close to killing Mike Pence.

 3      A    Yes.  I -- I can't remember the specific news

 4 reports, but there were reports that the -- that the --

 5 they came very close to getting Mike Pence.  I -- I

 6 don't remember the exact -- I don't -- I don't think

 7 that that's a controversial -- it was -- it was a close

 8 call.

 9      Q    And are you aware of any statements from

10 General Flynn of him saying he wanted Mike Pence dead?

11      A    Not -- no.  He's -- not directly, but --

12 everything but, in my opinion.  I mean, he -- he spent

13 years and years and years attacking Mike Pence with vile

14 conspiracy theories.  His -- his partner, Ivan Raiklin,

15 has been over and over and over again on many podcasts,

16 right-wing podcasts, you know, talking about the -- the,

17 you know, scourge of Mike Pence and how he is a traitor

18 and how he is trying to -- he tried to overthrow the

19 government.

20           Mike Pence took the VP spot in 2016 that Mike

21 Flynn wanted.  Mike Pence is the one who said that Mike

22 Flynn lied to him about talking to the Russian

23 government.  He resents Mike -- Mike Pence, and he has

24 been very, very clear about that for a long time.

25      Q    Are you ever aware of any statements from Ivan



35

Remote Legal Court Reporting
646.461.3400   info@remotelegal.com

 1 Raiklin saying he wanted Mike Pence dead?

 2      A    I'd have to go look, but it would not surprise

 3 me if he came extremely close.  Ivan Raiklin's entire

 4 project is to come as close as he can to murderous

 5 rhetoric.

 6      Q    All right.  I'm going to close this one out.

 7           Mr. Stewartson, do you remember answering

 8 interrogatory questions in this case?

 9      A    Yes, I think.  I'd be -- yes.

10      Q    Okay.  I'm going to pull these up, and we can

11 mark them as Plaintiff's Exhibit 5.

12      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 5 marked for identification.)

13 BY MR. ROBERTS:

14      Q    And Mr. Stewartson, if you can just

15 familiarize yourself with this document, and let me know

16 if you recall answering these interrogatory questions.

17      A    Let's see.  Yeah.

18      Q    Okay.  And on page 11, if you can let me know

19 when you're there.

20      A    Uh-huh.

21      Q    Is that your signature there, Mr. Stewartson?

22      A    Yeah.

23      Q    All right.  Besides your attorneys, did anyone

24 assist you in preparing your responses to these

25 interrogatories?
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 1      A    No.

 2      Q    All right.  Starting -- sorry.  Back up at the

 3 top, on page 3, starting with the first interrogatory,

 4 if you can let me know when you're there?

 5      A    Mm-hmm.

 6      Q    Okay.  So you wrote that you have based your

 7 conclusions on open-source information and articles

 8 read.  Can you give us some background into how you do

 9 your research.

10      A    I use the -- I use the tools of the -- of --

11 of the internet.  I do -- I use artificial intelligence

12 to do deep searches.  I -- I have -- I use technology to

13 find information that is publicly available on the

14 internet.

15      Q    Is there a certain publication or publications

16 that you primarily read, like CNN, New York Times, any

17 of those?

18      A    Absolutely not.  My -- my whole process is to

19 not rely on any source of information but to draw my own

20 conclusion from the information available.

21                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Please

22 interject.  There have been a couple of times where I

23 heard "Mm-hmm" as a response, and I just want to remind

24 you to please say yes or no because I can't interpret

25 "Mm-hmm" for the record.
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 1                THE WITNESS:  Yes, ma'am.  Sorry about

 2 that.

 3                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Thank you.

 4 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 5      Q    Do you have any process for vetting your

 6 sources?

 7      A    I have a personal process of -- of identifying

 8 sources that I see as trustworthy versus not

 9 trustworthy.  But my process is to find the actual

10 evidence of things through whatever -- sometimes I find

11 things through right-wing media that I don't believe --

12 you know, that I -- I don't believe in, but they have

13 information that is -- that is valuable.  I will get

14 information from wherever, and then I will confirm its

15 validity myself.

16      Q    What steps do you take to confirm the

17 validity?

18      A    I will look for other places where the -- the

19 -- you know, these things are -- are being discussed to

20 make sure that -- that this isn't a biased point of

21 view.  There's a huge amount of bias -- I think it's the

22 one thing that Flynn and I would agree with -- in the

23 media.

24           And so I -- I have a process for discerning

25 what's real and what isn't by validating the information
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 1 myself, by comparing it to everything else I know, and

 2 if it's -- if it doesn't fit, then I find it

 3 interesting.

 4      Q    What do you mean by "if it doesn't fit"?

 5      A    If it doesn't make sense to me, if there's a

 6 piece of information that somebody is reporting on that

 7 doesn't align with what I understand to -- to be the --

 8 the, you know, current state, whether it's geopolitics

 9 or domestic politics or whatever it is, it is those

10 outliers that I find interesting because I -- I want to,

11 you know, disprove or prove something that I find to be

12 of interest.

13      Q    Okay.  And also, in response to Interrogatory

14 1, you wrote that you do not have direct knowledge at

15 any time of persons with knowledge of the facts and

16 circumstances.  Is it -- am I correct in stating then

17 that you did not reach out to any persons who had

18 knowledge of these events?

19      A    I -- I've talked to, you know, a lot of times

20 just on Twitter in public with a lot of people, you

21 know, in -- a lot.  Hundreds or thousands of people, you

22 know.  It -- it -- but I don't have -- you know, it's --

23 there is no secret source, if that's what you're looking

24 for.

25      Q    Okay.  For example, did you speak with anyone
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 1 who happened to be at Guantanamo Bay the same time Jack

 2 Posobiec was?

 3      A    I -- I did not find a colleague of -- of Jack

 4 Posobiec at Guantanamo.

 5      Q    Okay.

 6      A    No, I did not.

 7      Q    All right.  Now moving on to Response Number

 8 2.  You indicate that you have a GoFundMe and that

 9 friends organized this for you.  Which friends organized

10 this?

11      A    Heidi Cuda --

12                MR. THURLOW:  Insofar as it calls for

13 attorney-client communication, as cited in the

14 interrogatory, it's generally considered confidential

15 and protected under attorney-client privilege.  Who may

16 be providing financial support for a party's legal fees,

17 the legal side on that's Tumelaire versus Naples Estates

18 Homeowners Association, 137 Southern 3rd 596, page 599.

19 It's the second DCA case from 2014.

20                You can answer this question, but you're

21 not to disclose anything about who is donating to you,

22 based on attorney-client privilege.

23                THE WITNESS:  Okay.

24 BY MR. ROBERTS:

25      Q    So, yeah.  Mr. Stewartson, just -- my question
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 1 is, who set up the GoFundMe for you?

 2      A    My -- my co-hosts, Heidi Cuda and my friend,

 3 who's a former Biden security member, Jackie -- Jackie

 4 Singh.

 5      Q    And do you know roughly how much money has

 6 been donated to you to date?

 7      A    90 -- somewhere around 90,000.

 8      Q    All right.  Going down to -- do you know any

 9 of the people who donated?

10      A    I'm sure I do, but I don't -- I -- I've --

11 believe it or not, I've actually never looked at the --

12 that donation page.  I -- I -- you know, I've had people

13 on Twitter say, I donated, and then I say, Thank you.

14 That's very sweet.

15      Q    All right.  Have any big names that you would

16 consider donated?  So that's a broad question, but if

17 you understand it --

18      A    No, no.  Every single -- to my knowledge,

19 there -- you know, there -- no.  There are no big names

20 there.

21      Q    Okay.  And if you can go down to page 7,

22 please, and let me know when you're there.  And I'll be

23 looking at Interrogatory Number 9.

24      A    Mm-hmm.

25      Q    Okay.  And so starts with a question asking



41

Remote Legal Court Reporting
646.461.3400   info@remotelegal.com

 1 you to identify and describe the steps you took to

 2 confirm or fact check.  And then your response continues

 3 onto the eighth page, and it says that you spent more

 4 than 20,000 hours on research; is that correct?

 5      A    Mm-hmm.

 6      Q    Okay.  What did you do for those 20,000 hours?

 7                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Yes?  I heard

 8 "Mm-hmm."  He said, Could you please go down to page 7

 9 and look at that interrogatory.  He asked you a question

10 and you said "Mm-hmm."

11                THE WITNESS:  Yes.

12                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Yes?  Thank

13 you.

14                THE WITNESS:  Apologies.  I -- I don't

15 think of those as questions, but I realized for you they

16 are.  So apologies.

17 BY MR. ROBERTS:

18      Q    This is the pain of deposition, so.

19      A    Please -- please repeat the question so that I

20 can answer.

21      Q    Yes, yes.  And you're not doing anything that

22 nobody else does all the time, so don't worry about

23 that.

24           So what did you do for those 20,000 hours of

25 research?
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 1      A    Watched and recorded and wrote about what I

 2 saw as an extremely dangerous movement in America.

 3      Q    And was this 20,000 hours just on General

 4 Flynn?

 5      A    Absolutely not.

 6      Q    Okay.  What percentage of it would you say was

 7 on General Flynn?

 8      A    Again, you know, overall, 5 percent, maybe a

 9 little more.

10      Q    Did you document your research anywhere other

11 than your postings online?

12      A    I -- I have a Substack with close to 2,000

13 articles.

14      Q    Did you take any -- for example, when you're

15 researching, take any notes that you would use to later

16 draft Substack articles?

17      A    I mean, I jot things down in notepad, like any

18 normal person does, you know, getting ready to write

19 something, but I -- I -- you know, I don't -- there's no

20 official notepad or anything.

21      Q    Do you still have --

22      A    Sorry?

23      Q    Do you still have any of those notes?

24      A    I'm sure there's a -- I'm sure I do, but

25 they're -- they're nothing -- I mean, they're literally
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 1 -- like I put a link in that I wanted to remind myself

 2 about, right?  It's not -- I don't have a -- you know,

 3 some repository of my -- my research.  I document it in

 4 real time.  That is my process.  I -- I do not hold

 5 things back as I learn things.  I share them with --

 6 with people in ways that I -- I think are effective and

 7 important.

 8      Q    And say -- if you came across a post that was

 9 relevant to your research, do you save these posts

10 anywhere?

11      A    Yeah.  I mean, I -- I have over 100,000

12 screenshots, I think.

13      Q    And have you produced these in discovery?

14      A    The -- my entire photo library?  No.

15      Q    The ones just pertaining to this case?

16      A    I don't have -- I -- again, I don't -- there's

17 there -- none of them are pertaining to this case.  They

18 -- I -- I didn't -- it -- I mean, unless you mean, like,

19 these specific tweets, like, I -- there may be something

20 where I -- I reminded myself to comment on the neo-Nazis

21 and Flynn's telegram channel, but I -- I don't --

22 there's nothing -- I'm -- I'm trying to be as -- as

23 productive here as possible.  I -- I just don't know

24 what you're looking for, to be honest.

25      Q    Well, I appreciate that.  Did you save
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 1 anything that gave you a basis for the four statements

 2 that are at issue in this case?

 3      A    No.  Nothing in particular.  Again, I -- I

 4 write the things down that I conclude as I conclude them

 5 publicly.

 6      Q    Do you conduct any search through these files

 7 to determine whether anything in those files gave you a

 8 basis for the four statements in this case?

 9      A    No.

10      Q    Okay.  Now, the next page, page 9, turning

11 your attention to Response 12, if you can let me know

12 when you're there.

13      A    Okay.

14      Q    Okay.  So in this response, you mentioned that

15 you did not discuss these statements with anyone else;

16 is that correct?

17      A    Correct.

18      Q    Okay.  And so what steps did you take to look

19 for any such communications, if any?

20      A    I didn't -- I didn't because I -- I never,

21 period, talked to anybody about something that I am

22 going to post or write about, ever.

23      Q    Okay.  Have you deleted any private messages,

24 emails, DMs involving General Flynn in the past years?

25      A    No.
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 1      Q    Okay.

 2      A    Well, I -- let me be -- I mean, not -- not in

 3 -- in connection with this case or anything.  To be

 4 clear, there are conversations, I'm sure, and DMS or

 5 whatever that, you know, have been deleted in the course

 6 of time, but I have not deleted anything to any

 7 communications in regard to this case.

 8      Q    All right.  And on that same page, Response

 9 13, we discussed a little bit about your social media

10 accounts.  I understand you also added that you have a

11 Bluesky account now.  Other than Bluesky, is this a

12 complete list of your social media accounts?

13      A    I think that's right.  Yeah.  I forgot

14 Facebook before.  Apologies.

15      Q    All good.  Do you operate or post under any

16 pseudonyms or pseudonymous accounts?

17      A    No.

18      Q    Okay.  Have you ever deleted any posts about

19 General Flynn?

20      A    I have deleted lots of posts, and I'm sure

21 some of them were about General Flynn.

22      Q    Do you recall any specific examples?

23      A    I deleted a post the other day in connection

24 with this -- this case that, you know, might have been a

25 little bit -- that -- that I -- I just -- I -- I had
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 1 second thoughts about, and so I deleted it.

 2      Q    And what was the post?

 3      A    It was about Flynn having done a deposition.

 4      Q    So, yeah.  I will close this out.

 5                MR. ROBERTS:  And we're reaching about an

 6 hour.  I was going to suggest a break, and it's actually

 7 perfect timing because I just got the notification that

 8 my laptop needs to be charged.  So if we can go off the

 9 record for maybe five minutes.

10                THE WITNESS:  Okay with me.

11                MR. ROBERTS:  Or 10 minutes.  I'm sorry.

12 If we can, say, maybe come back at 2:15.  9 -- I'm not

13 sure what time that is for you, Mr. --

14      (Off the record.)

15                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  We're,

16 excuse me -- back on the record.  The time is 2:17 p.m.,

17 Eastern Time.

18 BY MR. ROBERTS:

19      Q    All right.  Mr. Stewartson, we went off the

20 record, are you aware that you're still under oath?

21      A    Yes, I am.

22      Q    Okay.  Do you recall responding to requests

23 for production in this case?

24      A    I believe -- yes.  Yes.  As part of the --

25 yeah -- prep for this.
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 1                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  I'm going to pull

 2 this up.  We can mark it as Plaintiff's Exhibit 6.

 3      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 6 marked for identification.)

 4 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 5      Q    Mr. Stewartson, do you -- take a minute to

 6 review this document and let me know if you're familiar

 7 with it.

 8      A    Uh-huh.  Oh, sorry.  Yes.

 9      Q    And on page 6, is that your signature?

10      A    Yeah.  Yes.

11      Q    All right.  So Request Number 2, along with --

12 then it would have been 5, 6, 7, and 8, asked for

13 documents relating to the specific statements at issue

14 in this case, and you responded that you have no such

15 documents.  Is it your testimony that you have not

16 communicated with anyone about these statements?

17      A    That's correct.

18      Q    And did you conduct any sort of search to look

19 for documents that these requests would encompass?

20      A    I mean, there's nothing really to search.

21 Again, my -- my work and my research is public.

22      Q    And have you ever deleted any messages or

23 emails that would have pertained to these requests.

24      A    No.

25      Q    I'm going to close this out.  Next, I want to
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 1 turn to the answer that your attorneys filed in this

 2 case.

 3                MR. ROBERTS:  And we can mark this as

 4 Plaintiff's Exhibit 7.

 5      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 7 marked for identification.)

 6 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 7      Q    Mr. Stewartson, if you can familiarize

 8 yourself with this document, and let me know if you

 9 recognize it.

10      A    I do -- I -- I recognize it.  Yes.  Let me

11 make sure that I understand exactly what this is.  Yes.

12      Q    Okay.  And starting on page 13, your attorneys

13 filed some affirmative defenses on your behalf, and so I

14 just want to ask some general questions pertaining to

15 these defenses, starting with, what was your purpose in

16 posting the subject statements about General Flynn?

17      A    To warn American citizens of what I see as a

18 dangerous threat.

19      Q    And do you consider the statements you've made

20 that are at issue here to be factual?

21      A    I believe that they're -- that they consist of

22 my strong opinion, my personal opinion that those are

23 facts.

24      Q    Did you intend for your viewers to view the

25 statements as facts?
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 1      A    I intended for them to see them as my opinion

 2 of the fact.

 3      Q    You said your purpose in it was to inform

 4 them, so did you want the viewers -- your viewers to

 5 believe them?

 6      A    I wanted them to look at my statements and the

 7 information and the context of the statements and decide

 8 for themselves whether they agree.

 9      Q    And did you want your statements to reach a

10 large audience?

11      A    Yes.  Sure.

12      Q    Did you think it was important for your

13 statements to reach a large audience?

14      A    My purpose and my work is to warn people about

15 the -- what I see as a dangerous threat.  And so,

16 therefore, the more people that I can warn of that, the

17 better it is for my goal.

18      Q    And before making the subject statements, did

19 you review any contrary information or look for sources

20 that were contrary to what you were saying?

21      A    Well, depending on the -- on which statement

22 you're talking about, they're the -- I had looked for --

23 it is my process to look for contrary information to

24 anything.  And in -- in my opinion, the more I looked,

25 the more my opinions became strengthened.  I -- I had no
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 1 desire to come to these conclusions.  They -- the

 2 conclusions came from a lot of research, as I indicated.

 3      Q    What contrary information did you look at

 4 before posting "Mike Flynn is a Nazi"?

 5      A    I mean, I -- most of my research on Mike Flynn

 6 is simply listening to Mike Flynn.  So the -- the

 7 contrary -- you know, I -- I don't know of, you know,

 8 anybody who's out there trying to prove that he isn't

 9 one, but I -- I -- it was not my desire to come to this

10 conclusion.  That came after many, many, many hours of

11 research.

12      Q    Do you think it's important for others to come

13 to that same conclusion?

14      A    I think it's -- I think my -- my opinions and

15 my viewpoint are valid and important, and I want as many

16 people as possible to know what they are.  And they can

17 come to conclusions themselves.

18      Q    Did you look at any contrary information

19 before posting that Mike Flynn wants a second Holocaust?

20      A    Again, the -- the same answer.  Somebody has a

21 microphone (indiscernible - audio disruption), and I'm

22 getting crosstalk.

23                MR. ROBERTS:  George, I think it was when

24 you unmuted it, it started -- it's kind of -- I see the

25 --
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 1                THE WITNESS:  Yeah.

 2                MR. ROBERTS:  It got fixed it.

 3                THE WITNESS:  There it is.  Sorry about

 4 that.  Can we -- we go back to where we were?

 5 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 6      Q    Yeah.  I'm just asking, did you look up any

 7 contrary information before posting that Mike Flynn

 8 wants a second Holocaust?

 9      A    Again, I -- I'm not sure what you mean by

10 "contrary information" other than me reviewing as much

11 as possible, you know, including family, background, and

12 everything I could about this man before, you know,

13 coming to these conclusions.

14      Q    And did you review any contrary information

15 before posting that Mike Flynn literally tried to murder

16 Mike Pence?

17      A    With QAnon.

18      Q    With QAnon.

19      A    There -- there is no contrary information.

20      Q    Did you search for any?

21      A    I did not search for "Mike Flynn didn't murder

22 Mike Pence."  I did not do that.  But, you know, again,

23 from my point of view, my -- my goal is not to find out

24 if Mike Flynn wants this to happen.  I -- I don't want

25 that.  I don't want a retired general to do that.  But,
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 1 unfortunately, the -- the evidence, as I continued to

 2 pile it up, led me to that conclusion.

 3      Q    And what was that evidence?

 4      A    Watching Mike Flynn, watching his associates,

 5 watching January 6th.  I -- I watched it happen.  In

 6 fact, I predicted it -- how it would happen step-by-step

 7 well before it happened by watching Mike Flynn.

 8      Q    Did you view anyone specifically attempt to

 9 murder Mike Pence on January 6th?

10      A    I saw a massive crowd of MAGA, QAnon, Oath

11 Keepers, Proud Boys chanting as loud as they could:

12 Hang Mike Pence.

13      Q    You know if Mike Pence was in that crowd?

14      A    Mike Pence is in the Capitol trying to get

15 away from that crowd.

16      Q    And did you review any contrary information

17 before posting that Mike Flynn hired Jack Posobiec to

18 torture prisoners at Guantanamo?

19      A    Sure.  I -- I did, actually.  I was -- I -- I

20 was surprised by this information.  And, again, if you

21 look at the exhibit, Jack Posobiec is the one who says

22 it.

23      Q    And what contrary information was that that

24 you reviewed?

25      A    I -- I've looked for anything that said --
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 1 that would be contrary to this.  Amazing -- to me it was

 2 -- it was -- because to me, Jack Posobiec is extremely

 3 dangerous.  And so I found it to be very interesting

 4 that -- that Jack Posobiec was interrogating detainees

 5 in Guantanamo while he was under the command of Mike

 6 Flynn.

 7      Q    And what -- where did you look for this

 8 contrary information?

 9      A    On the internet.

10      Q    Do you remember any of the sources?

11      A    I -- I don't recall the specific things that I

12 looked at.

13      Q    Do you recall any of them?

14      A    There were -- there were articles, again, from

15 the Philly Inquirer, I think was one, that was -- that

16 quoted Jack Posobiec.

17      Q    I just want to then look at the ninth

18 affirmative defense here on the 14th page where it says:

19           People or entities other than the Defendant

20 caused or contributed to any damages to -- Plaintiff

21 claims to have suffered.

22           Are you aware of who these people or entities

23 are that you claim contributed to any damage to General

24 Flynn?

25      A    I -- I'm sorry.  I need you to explain that
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 1 question to me.  I -- I don't --

 2      Q    Yeah.  So you submit that people or entities

 3 other than yourself are the ones who caused or

 4 contributed to General Flynn's harm.  And so my question

 5 is, who were those people or entities other than

 6 yourself that contributed or caused harm?

 7                MR. THURLOW:  Objection.  It calls for

 8 (indiscernible - simultaneous speech) conclusion.

 9                THE WITNESS:  I'm sorry.  I don't know

10 what harm you're talking about.

11 BY MR. ROBERTS:

12      Q    So you're not aware of any other person or

13 entity that caused or contributed to harm General Flynn?

14      A    I -- I am not aware of anyone trying to cause

15 harm to General Flynn.

16      Q    All right.  And looking at your eighth

17 affirmative defense, where you say, "Any or all of

18 Defendant's statements are true," is it true that Mike

19 Flynn is a Nazi?

20      A    Yes, in my opinion.

21      Q    Is it true that Mike Flynn wants a second

22 Holocaust?

23      A    Yes, in my opinion.

24      Q    Is it true that Mike Flynn literally tried to

25 murder Mike Pence?
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 1      A    With QAnon, yes, in my opinion.

 2      Q    Is it true that Mike Flynn employed Jack

 3 Posobiec to torture prisoners at Guantanamo?

 4      A    Yes.  According to what is public, what Jack

 5 Posobiec said himself.

 6      Q    Mr. Stewartson, your defense says that these

 7 statements are true, not just in your opinion, but that

 8 they are true.  Is there a difference there?

 9                MR. THURLOW:  Objection insofar as it

10 calls for legal conclusions.

11                You can answer.

12                THE WITNESS:  Can you ask again.

13 BY MR. ROBERTS:

14      Q    Yes.  So your affirmative defense says these

15 statements are true, but now you're saying, They're

16 true, in my opinion.  Is it your testimony that the

17 statements are not true?

18                MR. THURLOW:  And I'll renew the

19 objection.

20                THE WITNESS:  No.  It is not -- it is my

21 opinion that these statements are true.

22 BY MR. ROBERTS:

23      Q    Is it -- is there a difference between "in

24 your opinion" and whether it's outright true?

25                MR. THURLOW:  Objection insofar as it
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 1 calls for legal conclusions.

 2                You can answer.

 3                THE WITNESS:  Determining what is -- what

 4 is metaphysical fact versus what somebody's opinion is

 5 is a -- is a philosophical question.  I -- I believe

 6 that those statements are true.  And I believe that any

 7 fact-finding mission would come to the same conclusion.

 8 So, you know, they -- they -- those -- the statements

 9 are my opinions.  I also believe that they are facts,

10 that they are true.

11 BY MR. ROBERTS:

12      Q    Okay.  So I'm going to close out of these.

13 And I have a handful of posts that I just want to go

14 through with you.  I actually don't have much further

15 once we get beyond these posts.

16                MR. ROBERTS:  So starting with this.

17 We'll share this, and we can mark this as Plaintiff's

18 Exhibit 8.

19      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 8 marked for identification.)

20 BY MR. ROBERTS:

21      Q    This appears to be a post from August 10,

22 2021.  Do you recognize this post?

23      A    No.  But I -- I'm sure it was -- I -- I -- it

24 could be.

25      Q    Is this --
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 1      A    I have no reason to doubt that -- that I would

 2 tweet that.  Joe Flynn harassed me for years.

 3      Q    And @jimstewartson is your X/Twitter account?

 4      A    Yeah.  Yes.

 5      Q    Okay.  And do you have any reason to believe

 6 that somebody else might have posted this?

 7      A    No.

 8      Q    And in it you wrote, "Shit.  What am I

 9 supposed to do with Joe Flynn's cell phone number?"

10 Correct?

11      A    Yes.

12      Q    And do you understand Joe Flynn to be General

13 Flynn's brother?

14      A    I certainly do.

15      Q    Were you in possession of Joe Flynn's cell

16 phone number?

17      A    I -- I think it was because he texted me, but

18 I -- I -- again, this is four years ago.  I don't recall

19 this particular incident.  But -- but Joe Flynn sent me

20 over a hundred emails, harassing me.  He -- he called me

21 a bean pole faggot.  Was a specific term that he used

22 for me over and over and over again in his personal

23 emails to me.

24           And it may have been that when -- that he

25 texted me some harassment at this point.  But I don't
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 1 actually recall that.  And I have never in my life

 2 published somebody's personal information.

 3                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  So close out of this

 4 one.  And next one, which we can mark as Plaintiff's

 5 Exhibit 9.

 6      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 9 marked for identification.)

 7 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 8      Q    This post appears from August 12, 2021.  Do

 9 you recognize this post, Mr. Stewartson?

10      A    Same.  This -- this is -- seems -- this seems

11 to be from the same period of time where I was defending

12 myself from Joseph Flynn and the incredible amounts of

13 harassment that he was sending my way.

14      Q    Do you have any reason to doubt whether you

15 made this post?

16      A    No.

17      Q    And in it you wrote, "Any Flynn will do they

18 all suck," correct?

19      A    I did, apparently.

20                MR. ROBERTS:  All right.  We can move on

21 to the next one.  We can mark this as Plaintiff's

22 Exhibit 10.

23      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 10 marked for identification.)

24 BY MR. ROBERTS:

25      Q    This appears to be a post from August 31,
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 1 2021.  Do you recognize this post, Mr. Stewartson?

 2      A    Vaguely.  Yes.  No.  I remember -- I remember

 3 this incident when Mike Flynn had his credit cards

 4 turned off.

 5      Q    And did you make this post?

 6      A    I'm sure I did.

 7      Q    Do you have any reason to doubt that you did?

 8      A    No.

 9                MR. ROBERTS:  We can move on to the next

10 one.  Here we can mark this as Plaintiff's Exhibit 11.

11      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 11 marked for identification.)

12 BY MR. ROBERTS:

13      Q    This appears to be a post from November 8,

14 2021.  Do you recognize this post, Mr. Stewartson?

15      A    Yes.  I mean, I -- vaguely, but -- but yes.

16 I'm sure that was mine.

17      Q    And did you make this post?

18      A    Again, I -- I don't recall it in particular,

19 but I believe that it is.  I have no reason not to

20 believe that it is my post.

21                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  I'll close this one.

22 This next one we can mark as Plaintiff's Exhibit 12.

23      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 12 marked for identification.)

24 BY MR. ROBERTS:

25      Q    This is from February 8, 2023.  Do you
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 1 recognize this post?

 2      A    Vaguely.

 3      Q    Did you make this post?

 4      A    I'm sure I did.  I -- I recall that -- that

 5 when Joe was harassing me, that the subject of his

 6 mother came up.

 7                MR. ROBERTS:  All right.  Close this one

 8 out.  This one we can mark as Plaintiff's Exhibit 13.

 9      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 13 marked for identification.)

10 BY MR. ROBERTS:

11      Q    This appears from April 27, 2023.  Do you

12 recognize this post, Mr. Stewartson?

13      A    Vaguely.  Yes.  I mean, I remember when --

14 yeah.  I -- I recall this incident, and that certainly

15 seems like something that I would have written and

16 probably did.

17      Q    Okay.  And in it you wrote the only correction

18 was that you said General Flynn was a follower of Satan.

19 Did you mean that to mean that all other statements

20 contained in that letter were accurate?

21      A    It -- it was a -- it -- it was a -- I -- I was

22 not representing anything legally at that point.  I got

23 -- I was served with a -- a lawsuit, and I found it

24 funny that -- that I was being charged with calling Mike

25 Flynn a follower of Satan, which I wasn't.  The -- the
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 1 other things -- and -- and, again, I -- I'd have to go

 2 and -- and look at all of the language here, but I

 3 believe most of these other things are the -- the

 4 statements that were in the lawsuit question.

 5                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  So close this one

 6 out.  And another post which we can mark Plaintiff's

 7 Exhibit 14, and this appears from September 10, 2021.

 8      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 14 marked for identification.)

 9 BY MR. ROBERTS:

10      Q    Do you recognize this post, Mr. Stewartson?

11      A    Again, same answer.  I'm sure -- I'm sure I

12 did post that.

13      Q    Do you have any reason to doubt whether you

14 posted this?

15      A    No.

16                MR. ROBERTS:  We can close that.  And

17 another post which we can mark as Plaintiff's Exhibit

18 15, and this is from January 30, 2024.

19      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 15 marked for identification.)

20 BY MR. ROBERTS:

21      Q    Mr. Stewartson, do you recognize this post?

22      A    Yes.

23      Q    Okay.  Is this a post that you made?

24      A    I'm sure it is.  Again, I was quote tweeting

25 an update from this case.  So I'd have to look into all
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 1 of this.  Yes.  So these are the four -- if you look at

 2 the -- the -- what I am quote tweeting, it is the four

 3 statements that are at -- at issue right now.

 4                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  I'll close this

 5 document.  This next one we can mark as Plaintiff's

 6 Exhibit 16.

 7      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 16 marked for identification.)

 8 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 9      Q    And this looks to be the post that you were

10 quote, tweeting from January 30, 2024.  Do you recognize

11 this post?

12      A    Yes.

13      Q    Okay.  And did you make this post?

14      A    I'm sure I did.

15      Q    Okay.  Close this out.  All right.

16                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  If you have any

17 more attorney, just --

18                MR. ROBERTS:  I have -- I have about five

19 more.

20                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  I was

21 just going to say, just before you close it out, I want

22 to make sure that I'm done marking it.

23                MR. ROBERTS:  Oh, my apologies.

24                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  Thank

25 you.
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 1                MR. ROBERTS:  Do you need me to go back

 2 to any of them?

 3                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  No.  Some of

 4 them are just going to have big marks because I didn't

 5 have a chance to minimize it, make it smaller.  So I

 6 just have to play with it a little bit.

 7                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  Understood.  I

 8 appreciate you.

 9                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  Thank

10 you.

11                MR. ROBERTS:  All right.  So this next

12 one we can mark as Plaintiff's Exhibit 17.

13      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 17 marked for identification.)

14 BY MR. ROBERTS:

15      Q    This appears to be a post from September 6,

16 2024.  Do you recognize this post, Mr. Stewartson?

17      A    Vaguely.  Again, I'm sure I -- I was quote

18 tweeting Mike Flynn's statement that, you know, Jews

19 should have fought harder in World War II.

20      Q    Do you have any reason to doubt whether you

21 made this post?

22      A    No.

23                MR. ROBERTS:  All right.  Close this.

24 All right.  This next one we can mark as Plaintiff's

25 Exhibit 18.
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 1      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 18 marked for identification.)

 2 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 3      Q    This is from September 29, 2025.  Do you

 4 recognize this post, Mr. Stewartson?

 5      A    Vaguely.  Yes.

 6      Q    This would have --

 7      A    It was a couple of days ago.  Yeah.

 8      Q    Yes, sir.

 9      A    Yeah.

10      Q    Okay.  Did you make this post?

11      A    I'm sure I did.

12      Q    Do you have any reason to doubt whether you

13 did?

14      A    No.

15                MR. ROBERTS:  All right.  Here's a post

16 we can mark as Plaintiff's Exhibit 19.

17      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 19 marked for identification.)

18 BY MR. ROBERTS:

19      Q    This appears -- I apologize.  I don't have the

20 date on there, but it appears to be from December 2023.

21 Do you recognize this post at all, Mr. Stewartson?

22      A    I don't, but I don't believe -- I don't

23 disbelieve that it was mine.

24      Q    Okay.  Do you have any reason to doubt whether

25 you posted this?
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 1      A    No.  Again, I -- I don't, but I -- I don't

 2 remember it.

 3                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  All right.  This

 4 next post, which we can mark as Plaintiff's Exhibit 20.

 5      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 20 marked for identification.)

 6 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 7      Q    And it appears to be a response from you on

 8 September 10, 2025.  Do you recall this post?  Or do you

 9 recognize this post, Mr. Stewartson?

10      A    I do.

11      Q    Okay.  And did you make this post?

12      A    I did.

13                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  Close this out.  Oh,

14 I'm sorry.  I -- do I need to reopen it?

15                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Don't close it

16 just yet.

17                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  Sorry.  I was --

18                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Are you -- are

19 you able to see my markings when I mark it?

20                MR. ROBERTS:  Yes.

21                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  So if

22 it's not there, I'm not quite done.

23                MR. ROBERTS:  My apologies on that.  You

24 just told me, and I completely --

25                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  I'm done
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 1 with that one now.  Thank you.

 2                MR. ROBERTS:  Thank you so much.

 3                And this is the final post I wanted to

 4 show you, which we can mark as Plaintiff's Exhibit 21.

 5      (Plaintiff's Exhibit 21 marked for identification.)

 6 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 7      Q    And this appears from September 15, 2025.  Do

 8 you recognize this post, Mr. Stewartson?

 9      A    I do.

10      Q    Okay.  And did you make this post?

11      A    I did.

12      Q    Okay.

13                MR. ROBERTS:  All right.  If we can have

14 just 10 minutes off the record so I can review my notes.

15                THE WITNESS:  Fine with me.

16                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Off the record.

17 The time is 2:41 p.m., Eastern Time.

18      (Off the record.)

19                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  We're

20 back on the record.  The time is 3:01 p.m., Eastern

21 Time.

22 BY MR. ROBERTS:

23      Q    Mr. Stewartson, are you aware that you're

24 still under oath?

25      A    Yes.  I am.
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 1      Q    Okay.  Is there anyone else that you have ever

 2 publicly stated is a literal Nazi?

 3      A    Jack Posobiec.

 4      Q    Anyone else?

 5      A    It's possible.  I'm sure that there are

 6 literal Nazis, but I -- I can't recall them off the top

 7 of my head.  But I'm sure I have.

 8                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  Well, Mr.

 9 Stewartson, I have no further questions for you today.

10 Your attorneys may have questions, but as of now, I have

11 no -- nothing further.

12                       EXAMINATION

13 BY MR. THURLOW:

14      Q    Yes.  I have a few questions for you, Jim.

15 And I'm going to turn your attention -- I'm going to

16 share what was marked as Plaintiff's Exhibit 1.

17      A    Okay.

18      Q    At the time you made the statement, Mr.

19 Stewartson, did you know this statement to be false?

20      A    No.

21      Q    And at the time you made the statement, did

22 you entertain any serious doubts about whether it was

23 true or false?

24      A    No.

25      Q    All right.  I'm now going to share what was
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 1 marked as Exhibit 2.  I'm having some difficulty

 2 switching from Exhibits 1 to 2.  It's --

 3                MR. ROBERTS:  Did you try closing for --

 4 you have to hit "Close For All," George.

 5                MR. THURLOW:  Where do you hit that?

 6                MR. ROBERTS:  Should be a bright red

 7 button below Live Exhibits.

 8                MR. THURLOW:  I don't have that button.

 9                MR. ROBERTS:  I might be able to close it

10 for you.  Let's see.  Okay.  I just closed it for you.

11                MR. THURLOW:  Thank you.

12                MR. ROBERTS:  Yeah.

13 BY MR. THURLOW:

14      Q    Yeah.  So our next one is going to be

15 Plaintiff's Exhibit 2.  Mr. Stewartson, at the time you

16 made this tweet, did you know that this statement was

17 false?

18      A    No.

19      Q    And at the time you made this statement, did

20 you have any serious doubts about whether it was true or

21 false?

22      A    Not at all.

23      Q    All right.  And I'm going to now have to

24 switch to Exhibit 3.

25                MR. ROBERTS:  Do you need me to close it
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 1 again, George?

 2                MR. THURLOW:  Yeah.

 3                MR. ROBERTS:  Okay.  I'll just -- you let

 4 me know when you're done, and I'll close.

 5                MR. THURLOW:  All right.

 6 BY MR. THURLOW:

 7      Q    We're now looking at Exhibit 3.  Mr.

 8 Stewartson, at the time you made the statement, did you

 9 know the statement was false?

10      A    No.

11      Q    And at the time you made the statement, do you

12 have any serious doubts about whether it was true or

13 false?

14      A    No.

15                MR. THURLOW:  All right.  Can you stop

16 sharing, Jared.

17 BY MR. THURLOW:

18      Q    We're going to go to Exhibit 4.  Mr.

19 Stewartson, at the time you made the statement, did you

20 know that the statement was false?

21      A    No.

22      Q    And at the time, did -- you made the

23 statement, did you entertain any serious doubts about

24 whether the statement was true or false?

25      A    No.
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 1      Q    Can you stop sharing, please.  I'm just trying

 2 to remember what -- (mumbling).  Give me a second.  I'm

 3 going to share Exhibit 7 with you, Mr. Stewartson.  I

 4 believe it's going to be page 13.  Let's -- yes.

 5      A    Get there.  Okay.

 6      Q    Do you see what is labeled "Second Affirmative

 7 Defense", Mr. Stewartson?

 8      A    Yes.  Let me read it.

 9      Q    Oh, yeah.  Please go ahead and read it.

10      A    Yes.

11      Q    Is it your position that the four statements

12 that are subject to this litigation are protected

13 opinion speech?

14      A    Yes.

15                MR. ROBERTS:  Objection.  Form.

16                MR. THURLOW:  No further questions.

17                MR. ROBERTS:  Just -- could we go off the

18 record for just five minutes.

19                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  One

20 moment.  We're off the record.  The time is 3:06 p.m.,

21 Eastern Time.

22      (Off the record.)

23                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  We're

24 back on the record.  The time is 3:11 p.m., Eastern

25 Time.
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 1                   FURTHER EXAMINATION

 2 BY MR. ROBERTS:

 3      Q    Okay.  Mr. Stewartson, I just have one follow-

 4 up question for you.  Just now, Mr. Thurlow asked you

 5 about each of the four subject statements and for each

 6 asked a question, At the time you made the statement,

 7 did you know that the statement was false?  Is it your

 8 testimony today that those statements were false when

 9 you made them?  Sorry.  I'll -- strike that.  I'm going

10 to rephrase.

11           At the time he asked -- he asked, At the time

12 you made this statement, did you know that the statement

13 was false?  To which you responded, No.  So is it your

14 testimony that the statement was false?

15      A    I think we have a double negative thing here

16 going.  He said, Did you know the statement to be false?

17 And I said no.

18      Q    Correct.

19      A    Meaning the statement was true, in my opinion.

20 So I -- I don't know how you reached that conclusion

21 from the question and answer.

22                MR. ROBERTS:  Yeah.  I was just following

23 up on a question from your attorney.  But I have nothing

24 further for you, Mr. Stewartson.

25                THE WITNESS:  Okay.
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 1                MR. THURLOW:  Nothing further on our end.

 2                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Witness read

 3 and sign the transcript if ordered?

 4                MR. THURLOW:  We'll read.

 5                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.

 6                And Atty. Roberts, a copy of the

 7 transcript is included with your order.  I would like to

 8 confirm if you would like for us to go ahead and produce

 9 that for you.

10                MR. ROBERTS:  Yes, please.

11                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.

12                And Atty. Thurlow, will you be purchasing

13 a copy of the transcript?

14                MR. THURLOW:  Yeah.  I'll take a copy.

15                THE PROCEEDINGS OFFICER:  Okay.  Thank

16 you.  I just -- when we're off the record, I just have a

17 couple of questions about spellings.  Okay?  So I'll go

18 ahead and take us off the record.

19                We're now off the record.  The time is

20 3:13 p.m., Eastern Time.

21         (Proceedings concluded at 3:13 p.m., ET)

22                        * * * * *

23

24

25
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 1            CERTIFICATE OF PROCEEDINGS OFFICER

 2

 3           I, Audrey Hall, hereby certify:

 4           That the foregoing proceedings were taken

 5 before me at the time and place therein set forth;

 6           That the proceedings were recorded by me and

 7 thereafter formatted into a full, true, and correct

 8 transcript of same;

 9           I further certify that I am neither counsel

10 for nor related to any parties to said action, nor in

11 any way interested in the outcome thereof.
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 2
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IN THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT

IN AND FOR SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA

MICHAEL T FLYNN,

Plaintiff,

v.
CASE NO.  2023 CA 004264 NC

DIVISION C CIRCUIT

JIM STEWARTSON,

RICK WILSON,

MEIDASTOUCH LLC,

Defendant.

_____________________________________

ORDER SETTING HEARING

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Court hearing is scheduled in this case before the 

Honorable Hunter W. Carroll, as follows:

 

Date & Time: February 24, 2026 at 09:45 a.m.

Time Reserved: 15 minutes

 

Matter(s): Case management conference

 

Is hearing evidentiary? No

Judge Carroll has a “hybrid courtroom,” which will allow participants to either appear “in 

person” or via Zoom. 

 For all non-evidentiary hearings and for evidentiary hearings one hour or less, each 

participant has the discretion to determine how that participant will appear. 

 For evidentiary hearings exceeding one hour, the participants must appear in person 

unless the Court orders otherwise. 

Please do not call the Court’s Judicial Assistant to advise how the participant will appear. 

Instead, Judge Carroll expects the participants to appear on-time, either in person or via Zoom.

Courthouse location: Lynn N. Silvertooth Judicial Center - 2002 Ringling Blvd. - 

Sarasota - FL 34237

Courtroom: 6-C

Filed 02/20/2026 02:44 PM - Karen E. Rushing, Clerk of the Circuit Court, Sarasota County, FL
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Zoom Credentials: https://www.zoom.us/ Click “Join A Meeting” 

Meeting ID: 353 234 4884

Password: 756433

Audio only: 1.253.215.8782 and use the same Meeting ID

 

There are no fees for attending this court hearing via the Zoom platform. You may access 

the Zoom platform at https://www.zoom.us. Please select the “Join A Meeting” link and then enter 

the Meeting ID and Password to access the hearing. You may also join the court hearing from 

Judge Carroll’s Zoom Video Conference Access Information page at 

https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/Public-Information/Public-Court-Hearings.

Court proceedings are open to the public. Members of the public may appear live or use 

the Zoom credentials to access the hearing. Judge Carroll will “host” the videoconference. When 

you sign on, you be placed in a waiting room. The Court will admit you at the beginning of the 

hearing. Please name your video feed with your first and last name.

Expectations for All Participants Attending Zoom Hearings

Please see the expectations for all participants on the Twelfth Judicial Court Website:  

https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/Public-Information/Public-Court-Hearings. 

Court Reporters and Digital Court Recording

The Court does not provide a court reporter. If a party wishes to have a court reporter 

present, that party must arrange for the court reporter’s attendance and must notify all other 

parties before the hearing.

You are advised that the Court may record this proceeding via the Court’s Digital Court 

Recording Department. Not all hearings are digitally recorded, however. Those hearings before 

Judge Carroll that generally are recorded using Digital Court Recording include termination of 

parental rights; certain guardianship proceedings (appointment of a guardian; adjudication, 

modification, termination, or revocation of adjudication of incapacity; and restoration of rights); 

Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act hearings; and Temporary Restraining 

Order hearings.

No Recording Proceedings

By court rule and court order, you are not authorized to make your own audio or visual 

recording of a court proceeding. No one may take “screenshots” or other audio or visual 

depictions of a court proceeding. Recording a court proceeding is strictly prohibited unless 

approved by the Judge. If you violate these rules, you may be held in contempt of court. 

Members of the media must comply with rule 2.450 and administrative order 2020-23.2 

regarding media coverage. Please contact the Court’s Public Information Officer for further 

information.
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Late entry or Technical Difficulties

If you are not logged in when the hearing begins, the judge may not interrupt the 

proceedings to admit you to the hearing. If you have trouble logging in, and you wish to 

participate in the hearing, contact the Court’s judicial assistant immediately at (941) 861-7946.

ADA Notice

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate 

in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. 

Please contact the Sarasota County Jury Office, P.O. Box 3079, Sarasota, Florida 34230-3079, 

(941) 861-8000, at least seven (7) days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately 

upon receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appearance is less than seven (7) 

days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

Interpreters

The Twelfth Judicial Circuit provides spoken language court interpreters to limited-

English-proficient persons in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, section 

90.606, Florida Statutes, and Rule 2.560, Florida Rules of Judicial Administration. If you require 

the assistance of an interpreter, please submit your request to:  

https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/Programs/Court-Interpreters/Interpreter-Request or please call 

941-749-3659. Please submit your request as early as possible, requests made with less than 5 

business days’ notice may not be accommodated.

El Duodécimo Circuito Judicial provee intérpretes judiciales de la lengua hablada a 

personas con dominio limitado del inglés de acuerdo con el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos 

Civiles de 1964, la sección 90.606, los Estatutos de la Florida y la Regla 2.560 de las Reglas de 

Administración Judicial de la Florida. Si requiere la ayuda de un intérprete, por favor envíe su 

solicitud a http://www.jud12.flcourts.org/Home/Public/InterpreterRequestForm.aspx 

o llame al 941-749-3659. Por favor, envíe su solicitud lo antes posible, las solicitudes hechas con 

menos de 5 días hábiles no pueden ser garantizadas.

DONE AND ORDERED in Sarasota, Sarasota County, Florida, on February 20, 2026.

HUNTER W CARROLL

Circuit Judge

SERVICE CERTIFICATE
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On February 20, 2026, the Court caused the foregoing document to be served via the Clerk 

of Court’s case management system, which served the following individuals via email (where 

indicated). On the same date, the Court also served a copy of the foregoing document via First 

Class U.S. Mail on the individuals who do not have an email address on file with the Clerk of 

Court. 

STEPHEN B FRENCH

717 KING STREET

SUITE 200

ALEXANDRIA, VA  22314

CRAIG A WHISENHUNT

8130 66TH ST. N

SUITE 3

PINELLAS PARK, FL  33781

JARED J ROBERTS

717 KING ST STE 200

ALEXANDRIA, VA  22314

GEORGE A D THURLOW

535 CENTRAL AVE STE 200

ST. PETERSBURG, FL  33701
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IN THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT

IN AND FOR SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA

MICHAEL T FLYNN,

Plaintiff,

v.
CASE NO.  2023 CA 004264 NC

DIVISION C CIRCUIT

JIM STEWARTSON,

RICK WILSON,

MEIDASTOUCH LLC,

Defendant.

_____________________________________

ORDER FROM CASE MANAGEMENT

 

The Court conducted a case management conference in this case on February 24, 2026. 

Based on that conference—

 

IT IS ORDERED:

 

1. The Court reminds that due to the age of this case that this case will be tried this 

upcoming 3-week trial period. 

2. The parties shall timely reach out to the provided Sarasota Sheriff’s Office contact 

sooner as opposed to later relating to any security issues that need to be addressed with respect to 

security concerns either party may have.

3. The Court denies Defendant’s request for leave to file a motion for summary 

judgment.

4. The Court grants Defendant’s request for leave to file the second sanctions 

motion. That motion, although filed, will not be addressed before trial.

5. Mr. Thurlow is to cancel the March 9, 2026, hearing that was set on DIN 245 

because the Court addressed that motion at the case management conference.

6. The parties will mediate this case on or before March 11, 2026.

DONE AND ORDERED in Sarasota, Sarasota County, Florida, on February 24, 2026.

Filed 02/24/2026 10:25 AM - Karen E. Rushing, Clerk of the Circuit Court, Sarasota County, FL
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HUNTER W CARROLL

Circuit Judge

SERVICE CERTIFICATE

On February 24, 2026, the Court caused the foregoing document to be served via the 

Clerk of Court’s case management system, which served the following individuals via email 

(where indicated). On the same date, the Court also served a copy of the foregoing document via 

First Class U.S. Mail on the individuals who do not have an email address on file with the Clerk 

of Court. 

STEPHEN B FRENCH

717 KING STREET

SUITE 200

ALEXANDRIA, VA  22314

CRAIG A WHISENHUNT

8130 66TH ST. N

SUITE 3

PINELLAS PARK, FL  33781

JARED J ROBERTS

717 KING ST STE 200

ALEXANDRIA, VA  22314

GEORGE A D THURLOW

535 CENTRAL AVE STE 200

ST. PETERSBURG, FL  33701
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CIVIL DIVISION 
 

Michael T. Flynn, 
 Plaintiff, 
 

v.       Case No.: 2023 CA 004264 NC 
 
Jim Stewartson, 

 Defendant. 
 

_______________________________________/ 
 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF HYBRID HEARING 
 

 The Defendant, JIM STEWARTSON, hereby gives notice of the 

cancellation of the hearing scheduled on March 9, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. before 

the Honorable Hunter Carroll and requests that the Court remove said hearing 

from the docket.   

Dated: February 24, 2026 
 

       /s/ George A.D. Thurlow    
      George A.D. Thurlow, Esquire 

FBN 1019960 
       

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and proper copy of the foregoing 
document was served upon Jared Roberts, Esquire jared@binnall.com, Stephen 
B. French, Esquire stephen@binnall.com and Craig a. Whisenhunt, Esquire 

craig@rwrlawfirm.com efiling@rightingwrongsflorida.com via Florida E-Filing 
Portal on this 24th day of February 2026.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/s/ George A.D. Thurlow   
George A.D. Thurlow, Esquire 
FBN 1019960 
Rahdert, Mortimer & Thurlow 
535 Central Avenue 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
Phone: (727)823-4191 
Email: 
 gthurlow@rahdertlaw.com 
 tmccreary@rahdertlaw.com 

 

Filing # 242472541 E-Filed 02/24/2026 06:05:47 PM

Filed 02/25/2026 08:57 AM - Karen E. Rushing, Clerk of the Circuit Court, Sarasota County, FL
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  Craig A. Whisenhunt, Esquire 
FBN 81745 
Ripley Whisenhunt, PLLC 
8130 66th Street North, Suite 3 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781 
Phone: (727)256-1660 
Email:  craig@rwrlawfirm.com 
efiling@rightingwrongsflorida.com  
Attorneys for Defendant, STEWARTSON 
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