
MAJOR UPDATE - CHECK “Identity Theft” 

I, BACKGROUND 
 
Emily Gwen, or as she’s known as @theemilygwen, is the self-proclaimed “Creator of The 
Lesbian Flag” has now deleted her main Twitter account after heavy scrutiny for lying about 
financial gains for over Eight Whole Years and apparently, *not skipping the Heated Rivalry 
Sex Scenes(?). The later part is less important, I just feel like it’s super funny that the one thing 
that finally brought down nearly a decade of lying and queer-people-scamming is less 
documented pattern of behaviors, but more Heated Rivalry Sex Scenes it’s crazy lol. 
 
Therefore, this document is made to focus on that “documented pattern of behaviors” part 
and prove once and for all that Emily Gwen is not a good, honest person. It is wrong to lie to 
and cannibalise your own community - your own queer siblings - for money that you then spend 
on frivolous shit. The people who donated to Gwen are often already part of a vulnerable, 
marginalized community, whose kindness and generosity was taken advantage of because of 
her greed. Mutual aid, as the name suggests, is a community coming together to uplift a person 
who’s less fortunate. It’s NOT “I smashed colors together a few years ago, now give me as 
much money as I want” (and whether she did this or not… we’ll see soon). Emily Gwen lying to 
people and leveraging her identity as a lesbian is no different than James Somerton lying to 
queer people for financial gains years ago. 
 
In the past, though there were many attempts to point out how obviously shitty some of Emily’s 
actions were, she has always gotten away with it due to some half-assed explanations or 
because the accusers were too hasty to reach for an easy story and forget a few nuances. This 
makes it easy for people to write off all accusations she received as a “harassment campaign” 
and strawmen all legit proof as “you’re bullying a Homeless Lesbian you HATE lesbians and 
poor people”. Some of this is because it’s hard to compile a comprehensive argument within the 
tweet character limit. 
 
This is why I will try my best to give her those nuances while giving a clear timeline of why she’s 
garnered such infamy in the first place, which has little to do with who she is as a person but 
more what she does. There will be absolutely NO speculation of what her real name/identity is, 
and most information here is available online or captured from her own Twitter (though let it be 
known she’s purged the majority of it as of now). 
 
Anyway, let’s get to the main part.  
 

II, CONTROVERSY  
 

 

https://x.com/boylamb_/status/2027216742850973722?s=20
https://x.com/boylamb_/status/2027216742850973722?s=20


1.​ “Stolen” Flag Discourse 
 

A, Quick History of The Lesbian Flag 
 
By now most queer people (in the west) must have 
come across some version of lesbian flag history here 
and there, but in my humble opinion, most of these 
timelines are often incomplete and unintentionally 
erase a lot of creators in the process - many of whom 
are behind the lesbian flag which Emily takes sole 
credit for. A rough timeline on Wikipedia looks 
something like this: First comes the Labrys flag in 99’, 
then the Lipstick Flag (2010), then the “Sunset Lesbian 
Flag” which Gwen took credit for. 
 
However, the jump from the Labrys or Lipstick lesbian 
flag to the Sunset Lesbian flag isn’t just made 
randomly or JUST by one person: it’s made by putting 
together half of the butch flag + half of the femme flag. 
So what often goes missing in these timelines is the existence of the BUTCH lesbian flag 
created by @butchspace on Tumblr in 2017. Many people who love Gwen’s design argue that 
they picked her flags over the others because of the inclusivity towards NB and butch lesbians. 
Arguably while you can get away with not crediting the Femme Lipstick flag due to it being more 
widely known (and the creator is a TERF), not ONCE ever since her first flag post, for EIGHT 
WHOLE YEARS, would you see Emily crediting the butch lesbian flag & its creator by their 
proper handle, even in her Q&A post. This adds to the erasure butch lesbians already face 
within the community, diminishes their contribution, and goes against the idea that Emily is 
somehow this positive inclusive presence and the main mouthpiece for lesbian as a whole.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesbian_flags
https://www.tumblr.com/butchspace/162316889795/a-new-butch-flag
https://x.com/blueberrie96/status/2014472789999419399?s=20
https://x.com/cherieIiquor/status/2014205968691740860?s=20


 
[Image: on left side - a screenshot of Emily Gwen’s first lesbian flag post under the handle 

@sadlesbeandisaster dated Jun 3, 2018 and on right side - a screenshot of Emily Gwen’s carrd 
website which she refuses to credit any of her peers and denies stealing the flag design.] 

 

B, Flag Stealing Allegations 
 
Emily not giving proper credits to the Butch Flag creator is one thing, but the main controversy 
that she’s been involved in over the years is that she’s NOT even the “creator” of the Sunset 
Lesbian Flag. As per the two screenshots above, Emily made her post in 2018 and admitted in 
her carrd that “another person, whose url [she] (conveniently) forgotten” also has a similar 
design, which I believe to be an understatement. 
​
I now believe the person she’s referring to is none other than @shapeshifter-of-constellation 
(SOC) - a butch lesbian Tumblr blog who made a Lesbian Flag Design post in 2017, a whole 
year before Gwen made hers. As you can see: the two flags look IDENTICAL to one another, 
with the only difference being Gwen’s flag was SOC’s flipped upside down. 
 

 

https://www.tumblr.com/shapeshifter-of-constellation/641870031229190145/positivityforlesbians?source=share


 

 



Here’s the thing: let’s entertain the idea that Emily Gwen had never seen shapeshift’s post 
before and independently come up with the idea to put together the flag herself. Here’s my 
argument why that is likely NOT the case: 
 

-​ Intuitively, when you mix-match flags like this you’d likely use the same color and 
dimension as the original flags - here being the butch and femme lesbian ones. I put 
together a HEX code comparison of Emily and shapeshifter’s flag vs the original and 
here’s what I got:  

 
If they were independently putting the flags together, you’d assume the HEX code would match 
up to the original two. But, surprise, despite CLAIMING to splicing the flag together herself: 
Emily’s HEX code does NOT match the femme’s flag, yet matches up PERFECTLY with all 
three colors from @shapeshifter-of-constellation. You can argue both alter the colors a bit to 
their liking, but to get identical code to the DIGITS? The probability is, no joke, 1 in (36^6)^3 = 

1.0314425e+28, or in other words, completely impossible.  
 
And that’s not to mention the dimension of the flag: again Emily’s flag matches shapeshift's, but 
does not match the original. 
 
 

-​ The color match is already pretty damning; however, the meaning of the flag itself, 
something that people praise Emily Gwen for and use as an example to demonstrate 
why her flag is superior to others, is also VERY similar to shapeshifting’s meaning. I 

 

https://www.tumblr.com/sadlesbeandisaster/tagged/lesbian%20flag?page=4
https://www.tumblr.com/shapeshifter-of-constellation/162641654327/gayramens-butchspace-shapeshifter-fictid


highly recommend clicking on the link and reading about SOC’s experience as a butch 
WLW, as it’s a very beautifully written and succinctly composed post, and it also 
addressed point A of this document. ​
​
Emily Gwen’s meaning has been changed over time; however, let it be known that 
originally the meaning matches up with SOC, before being changed by one of her 
friends @poetrylesbian and the community as a whole. If you ask her, to this day, 
she’s STILL adamant that she came up with everything by herself, discrediting everyone 
else in the process.  

 
Now I want you to put this all into context: in 2017, @butchspace created the Butch Lesbian 
Flag, which is then used by @shapeshifter-of-constellation along with the Femme Flag to 
create the Sunset Lesbian flag design which we know of. A year later, @sadlesbeandisaster aka 
Emily Gwen, took the flag design and flipped it upside down, thinking nothing of it, but once it 
accidentally blew up she immediately took full credit for it. The meaning, the history, and the 
community effort were all buried so Gwen can spotlight herself for years and years as THE 
Emily Gwen, as THE person who created “The Lesbian Flag” who so gracefully allow you to use 
*her* design freely and therefore THE only one deserving of getting any royalties out of it. 
 
Through this story, I hope to put an emphasis on how creation is often a deeply communal 
process, and how, when we only hyperfocus on one single link in that process, we risk 
forgetting the contributions of the people before us - in this case, butch lesbians like 
@butchspace or @shapeshifter-of-constellation. I hope that any blog or any content creator 
that goes out and makes a “History of Lesbian Flag” post at least includes these two names, not 
just Gwen, and gives them their long overdue credit. 
 
*Also do not harass the mentioned people in their inbox. They have expressed a desire to not 
comment on this. 

2.​ Lying for Donations 
 
First, a simple question - What’s the point of Internet crowdfunding?  
 
What do you expect when you donate to a campaign on the Internet that promises to give 
housing to homeless people or give food to starving children? Do you conceptualize this 
process more as helping people, or just gambling and throwing money in a hole? I think the 
answer is obvious: in this utterly unfair and often cruel world, we all want to help and lessen 
each other’s burden somewhat.  
 
You can argue you don’t care where your money went when you give it away to others, because 
you’re a good person who wants nothing in return for doing a good deed. But if given the choice 
to give your money to help someone who’s thirsty and starving to a trusted reliable 
organization, versus to some shadier less reliable person who has a history of abusing trust, 
wouldn’t you want to pick the former? To ensure that you’re helping? 

 

https://www.tumblr.com/sadlesbeandisaster/tagged/lesbian%20flag?page=4
https://www.tumblr.com/butchspace
https://www.tumblr.com/shapeshifter-of-constellation/162641654327/gayramens-butchspace-shapeshifter-fictid
https://www.savethechildren.org.nz/how-to-help/donate/opt-emergency-one-off


 
… 
 
Let’s discuss Emily Gwen’s donations and Kofi. 

A, Quick Background on Emily Gwen & Her Socials 
 
Emily Gwen, by her own words, has been struggling with housing insecurity after being kicked 
out by her father, and throughout the past eight years has made various donation posts to 
cover basic necessities, such as medications, doctor appointments, food, bills, etc. She made 
her first of many donation posts on Tumblr in 2018, but only really skyrocketed to extreme 
popularity with her post with this format on Twitter since 2019: 
 

 
 

 

https://www.tumblr.com/sadlesbeandisaster/174327739261/28-may-2018-if-anyone-is-able-to-help-me-pay-for?source=share


Over time the posts went from having elaborated backstory and reasonings, to shorter but still 
pulling on your heart string, to eventually its ultimate form: Kofi Link + Homelessness.  
 
From 2019-2025, every time Emily Gwen made a posts like this, she would amass more than 
100k likes on each, having up to >10 millions views and reshares. Following these posts, she 
would receive donations by the minute, adding up to hundreds per day and thousands in just 
one month. Not only that, she would make daily posts asking for each small things: like $5 for 
groceries, $20 for drugs, a *sudden bill comes up* (eight years, yet this excuse constantly 
comes up!) and she’s crying and she’s panickinbg and she needs $300 immediately 
pleaselppaelsplease!!!  
 
Sometimes she’d retweet these posts multiple times per day to make sure that no matter what 
time you wake up, you’d see that she’s desperate and needs help. Oftentimes these are paired 
with a Vague Negative Number screenshots, often implied a negative account balance but… it’s 
very obvious that it’s just MULTIPLE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS worth of transactions 
constantly being made idk how people don’t question it! (except I did question it, but people 
would accuse you of being lesbophobic and hating on homeless people if you do).​
​

 
 

 

https://www.tumblr.com/sadlesbeandisaster/638113688881184769/urgent-donation-post?source=share
https://x.com/theemilygwen/status/1746038050780754322?s=20
https://x.com/theemilygwen/status/1746038050780754322?s=20
https://x.com/theemilygwen/status/1980686325088153613?s=20
https://x.com/blueberrie96/status/2014825306964820060?s=20


Her main reason for these crops were “privacy”, but it’s actually really easy to show an bank 
account below zero that still looks like, well a balance. For example here’s mine: ​

​

 
(image: negative account balance, im poor maybe you should kofi me /j) 

 
Take note that it is normal to be a bit desperate when you’re in need; however, it’s the 
frequency (once every day or two), the timing (fresh out of a 100K like tweet asking for money 
and receiving hundreds of donations), and the vague amount often with no particular 
reasons ($1, $2 to spare) of these posts that makes it seems suspicious.  
 
Suppose we’re operating under the assumption that, as Emily admitted, it’s “embarassing” to 
beg, she wouldn’t abuse people's kindness for frivolous things and only ask for what she needs, 
right? Combined with the frequency of how often she asks for things, we’re forced to believe 
that either: 
 

a)​ She’s in a constant state of daily emergency, with 30 bills (btw she claimed to be 
homeless so… girl what bill why so many) daily, every month, and any amount of money 
she is given is spent immediately, so the next day she doesn’t even have 2 dollars to her 
name, which at WORST suggest a massive spending problem, which does align with 
how many times she posted a transaction screenshot. Or: 

b)​ She's lying about needing all your money. If not most then some of it, which is already 
egregious because as established - online funding is all about TRUST. Without TRUST 
you have nothing. 

 

https://x.com/theemilygwen/status/1999374737290694913?s=20


​
​

 
 

 

 

B, Main Questions & Concerns 
 
Now that we’ve established a pattern of behaviors, let’s dive in a bit more on what actions Emily 
Gwen took that were especially suspicious and questions that she still avoids answering. The 
most damning issue right now is her brief account deletion just today (27/02/2026), the mass 
tweet deletion and the total deactivation of her Kofi. Luckily, you would still be able to find most 
of the evidence here through my own Twitter account or on Wayback Machine, and plenty of 
people would be willing to testify how they saw her do this. My main exposure to her throughout 
this time has only been since December 2025, but in just that little time I’ve seen Emily Gwen 
lie, manipulate, and obfuscate the truth in order to extract more money from her followers. 
 

 



1.​ Total Amount Received - Estimated ~130,000 AUD from 2024 
 
Please refer to this tweet I made as to how I came up with this number. The concept is simple - 
Kofi (the main platform Gwen uses to solicit donations) keeps a log of how many people have 
donated to you, so all I needed to do was scroll through her Kofi Page, let my word finder keep 
count of them, average up $5 per person (which is a generous estimate, as if you click on the 
tweet you’d see me explaining how chances are the actual average is $15ish) and then 
calculate. This results are in the screenshot below: 
 

 
Another reason why I picked $5 as the average amount and not other: in Emily’s deleted page 
you used to be able to see the “suggested” Kofi amount which the creator can set themselves 
(I’d know, I use Kofi too). For Emily - it’s $5. She’s actively encouraging that the least you should 
be able to give to her is 5USD or 7AUD: 
 

 

https://x.com/blueberrie96/status/2005124462384218511?s=20
https://x.com/blueberrie96/status/2013768122080346607?s=20


 
 
ANOTHER feature that Kofi has that Emily doesn’t tell you about is that it keeps track of how 
much money you’ve been given. Throughout this entire time, I have had people attack me for 
merely making an estimation, and I have repeatedly asked her to just make the Kofi amount 
public, which she promptly ignored (you can also see this on my profile): 
 

 

https://x.com/blueberrie96/status/2002207429145342067?s=20
https://x.com/blueberrie96/status/2002207429145342067?s=20


 
The CLOSEST we ever got to an answer from her is just an ​

​

 
 

(Put a pin on that “Ko-fi Goal Feature” she mentioned, this will be addressed later) 
​
With this. I believe there is ample evidence to believe that the reason why she’s 

 



DELIBERATELY obfuscating how much money she’s gotten is because it’s Too Much Money. 
For eight whole years, she reaped money from people who, under the assumption that she was 
less fortunate than them, wanted to give and support her, and she did so without shame, without 
any conscience. $130,000 since 2024. Eight Whole Years. Do you realize this adds up to 
$520,000 in total which is a fucking house down payment!?! 
 
To end this section, I leave you with a message from one of Emily Gwen supporter that I came 
across during my search: 
 

 
 
(Btw Emily only made One Donation to another person  throughout those 17,300 donations. 
Well so much for mutual aid.) 
 

2.​ Kofi Goals Adjustment 

 
So you remember when Emily Gwen said she would utilize the Kofi Goals to be more 
transparent with how much money she’s getting and where it would go? 
 
Well, what she did with the Kofi goal is that every time it’s close to reaching the goal, she 
fucking reset it or make a new one lmao. 
 

 

https://x.com/caloriemilk/status/2027265600792436925?s=20
https://x.com/caloriemilk/status/2027265600792436925?s=20


 

 
 

Objectively funny. I’m crying. You’re probably going to have a hard time finding these 
screenshots now because, once again, Emily deleted her Kofi to hide the evidence, but trust me 
you have to be there and see how people would STILL donate to her. 

 



 

3.​ Homelessness & Living Arrangement  

 
One thing I neglected to mention is that Emily Gwen stated that all of the money donated to her 
was kept in a PayPal account by her friend, which we learnt today to be @poetrylesbian on 
Tumblr (the one who “suggested the flag meaning”). This question has always bug my mind:  
 

 
 
But today, it was revealed that this friend, whom she trusts enough with her Entire Income, owns 
a town house, and given that her main excuse for soliciting donors online is that she’s 
homeless? ​
 

 



 
 
It just doesn’t add up! Nothing adds up!​
 
 

Identity Theft & Misuse of Fund 
 
MAJOR UPDATE: 
 
Thus far, I have my reservations on making any speculations on Who Emily Gwen Is since when 
I was compiling the doc, I wasn’t fully bought on to the idea that we know for certain who she 
really is. However, in light of some new evidence being brought forward, I’m now 90% sure that 
Emily Gwen (@theemilygwen on Twitter) and Julia G. aka @poetrylesbian on Tumblr are the 
same person. 
 
Being able to prove this would be huge, mainly because it will answer the main questions 
proposed from the previous section: So what has she done with the money all this time? ​
​
FULL DISCLAIMER: I take no credits for any discovery made in this part -  most of the 

 

https://www.tumblr.com/poetrylesbian


information I’ve gotten are from Twitter account @emilygwender, this @sillyputer’s tweet, 
@poetrylesbian’s own tumblr and other Twitter users who dm me more information.  
 
I will also only showcase information that’s not identifiable IRL, so won’t be any faces and legal 
names will be redacted, and mostly we’ll just have Julia’s public words against (allegedly) 
herself. I did consider the ethics of this, though with the scale of the scam, the severity of the 
lies, the emotional manipulation of using her own grandmother as dono-bait then promptly 
deleted everything once she got called out (you can no longer find these in her profile), in 
exchange for people FINALLY stop enabling her decade-long lies with just publicly available 
information? Yeah seems fair imo. 
 

 
 
 

1.​ Background 

 
The blog @poetrylesbian is run by a 28-year-old Australian lesbian based in Brisbane name 
“Julia”, who at first glance seems to be the complete opposite of Emily: extremely well-to-do 
family, with ties in Dubai, mother casually bought her a town house and father covers her 
rent while she’s pursuing her master. On her public Instagram or Tumblr blog, you would see 
pictures of airplane tickets, of concert front row seat, and of holidays spent with her friend group.  

 

https://x.com/emilygwender
https://x.com/sillyputer/status/2027291886944477291?s=20
https://www.tumblr.com/poetrylesbian/809701353202024448/okay-emily-gwen-situation-explainer-i-guess-bc-i?source=share
https://x.com/emilygwender/status/2027206002521612764?s=20
https://x.com/emilygwender/status/2027206002521612764?s=20
https://x.com/emilygwender/status/2027206002521612764?s=20
https://x.com/emilygwender/status/2027278485534740729?s=20


 
 
Someone as well-off as Julia would NEVER have reasons to campaign online for mutual aids, 
unlike Emily Gwen: 
 

-​ Whose father is so homophobic and hateful that he would simultaneously kick her out 
out of and don’t want to see her and still stalking her, his near-30-year-old daughter, 
online and harass her. 

-​ Who has been homeless for such a long time that only recently did she find a place to 
rent 

 

https://www.tumblr.com/poetrylesbian/809701353202024448/okay-emily-gwen-situation-explainer-i-guess-bc-i?source=share
https://x.com/theemilygwen/status/2005073341435314687?s=20


-​ Who has a constant string of bad luck with her bills, her jobs, her friends not allowing her 
to crash anymore that she needs to solicit daily donations online just for basic food and 
water 

 
The only thing they have in common seems to be: their sexuality, the flag, their old friendship 
back in 2018-2019, their city, their birthday, oh and the fact that Emily Gwen has been gathering 
tens of thousands of donations for EIGHT WHOLE YEAR under JULIA’S PAYPAL, despite 
both claiming they’re no longer that close. 
 

 

 



 
 
 

2.​ Evidences 

 
From that shared Kofi-Paypal link alone, people have managed to deduce SEVERAL more 
things that ties Gwen and Julia into one person. Some of the most conclusive evidence are: 
 

 



-​ “Someone as well-off as Julia” actually has MULTIPLE alt Tumblr accounts in the year 
2017-2018 making up stories to get people to send her money. There are three links in 
the tweet attached alone, but here’s an example of what those posts look like. Also it’s 
interesting that the poster here also has BPD, similar to Emily Gwen on her Tumblr yet 
has the same divorce story as Julia in screenshot above. 

-​  
-​ Also note that despite claiming she lent Gwen her account because she “has no need for 

it”, Julia is clearly still actively using these account as part of some grifting tricks as well 

 

https://x.com/sillyputer/status/2027291886944477291?s=20
https://www.tumblr.com/sadlesbeandisaster/tagged/actuallybpd?page=2
https://x.com/saihara9332/status/2027393081096524119?s=20


 

 



-​  
 

-​ The fact that they share the same phone number and phone model linking through their 
separate emails​
 

 

https://x.com/meowkoteeq/status/2027401429124870419?s=20


-​  
 

-​ The fact they share the same birthday, same niche interests (despite not being close 
anymore), same weird Snoopy profile pic, same locations, same lowercase type textpost 
and idiocracies of putting question mark after seemingly an affirmative statement. It’s 
hard to not come to the conclusion that they’re the SAME person.  

 

 



 

 



 
 



 

3.​ Summary 

 
If Emily and Julia are the same person, this means that Emily Gwen lied about everything - why 
she needs money, her grandma being sick, her homelessness, her abusive dad, etc. In reality 
she is MASSIVELY well-off, with both parents able to afford houses and be landlords and 
funding her study and rent and more. In the BEST case scenario where they’re both separate 
people, Julia has proven to be an untrustworthy individual as well with all her alt accounts and 
lies.  
 
At the moment we’re awaiting Emily’s response as she promised to release a video of herself to 
clear Julia’s name. That’s why im only 90% sure, in the case of the miracle 10% where she 
actually managed something substantial. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



III, CONCLUSION 
 
Emily Gwen is a scammer who has demonstrated consistent behaviors of lying and hiding the 
truth from people. 
 
Support butches specifically @butchspace and @shapeshifter-of-constellation who are the 
REAL creators of the Lesbian Flags. 
 
Yippee. 
 
P/s: so sorry for all the bad spellings English is my second language :( 
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