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1.On 7 August 2019, the Commission issued AE forth thehearingschedule

for Calendar Year2020. That schedulingorder hasbeen amended four times.

2.Asnoted in this Commission'sInterim Orders in the AE 788/639 Series, the world

wide COVID - 19 Pandemic (Pandemic ) continuesand remains fluid. In response to the

Pandemic , the Commanders of U.S.NavalStation Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (NSGB ) and

Joint Task Force, GuantanamoBay ( ) have institutednumeroushealth and welfare

related restrictions to includequarantinerequirementsfor Commission participants) that

makeitimpracticable for this Commission to hold hearingsatthe NSGB while these

restrictions remain in place .

3. The Commission, therefore, canceled thehearingsscheduled to take place in June and

July of2020, and imposed specific reporting requirements on the Government in order to

653 SchedulingOrder, dated 7 August2019.
2 See AE653F Amended SchedulingOrder, dated 31December2019 andAE653F ( 2nd Amend) Second

AmendedSchedulingOrder, dated 20 February2020; AE653F Third AmendedSchedulingOrder, dated 9
April 2020, and AE 653F Fourth AmendedScheduling , dated 8 June 2020.

3 SeeAE 788 (5th Sup) /AE639HH ( 4th Sup) Fifth Supplementto Interim Order, TemporaryExtensionof
Briefingand LitigationSuspenseDueto Impactsof CoronavirusCOVID- 19, dated 23 June 2020.

4 The CommissionrecognizestheNSGBand Commandersobligations to protectthe health ofthe

residentsofthe baseand membersof the . This rulingis not intended to interferein any way with their
responsibilitiesinthis regard.
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providethe Commissionwith informationnecessary to maketimely decisionsas to the

viability of theremaining2020 hearings.

4. In regard to thehearings scheduled for 24 August September 2020, theGovernment

was directed to providea written update to the Commission not later than 8 July 2020 as to

the status ofall travelrestrictionsand/ orhealth andwelfaremeasuresapplicable to

Commissionparticipantstravelingto NSGB.

5.TheCommission has sincebeen informed by the Trial JudiciaryStaff Directorthat

Office ofMilitary Commissions (OMC) officials responsible for transportation ,

administration, and logisticshave advised that they anticipate the current travel restrictions

and/ or health and welfaremeasurescurrently in effectwill remain in effectduringthe

24 August September 2020 hearings. These officials further advised thatdue to current

transportation limitations, preparations to meet the existing health andwelfare restrictions

for theadvance party mustbemadeno later than 6 July

6.Accordingly, the Commission deemsitnecessary to make a decision as to the viability of

the August/September 2020 hearings prior to the submission of the 8 July 2020

Governmentupdateand to extend the timefor Governmentreportingrequirementsto 60

days prior to future scheduled hearings

5

7

AE 653F (3rd Amend ) Third Amended Scheduling Order, dated 9 April 2020 and AE 653F ( 4th Amend
Fourth Amended Scheduling Order, dated 8 June 2020 .

6 See AE 653F ( 3rd Amend ) Third Amended Scheduling Order for explanation as to the health and welfare
restrictions and requirement for an advance party .

The Commission also takes noticeofthe recentruling in United States v. Abd al- Rahim Hussein Muhammed

Abdu al-Nashiri, a separate MilitaryCommission Case also scheduled to conduct hearingsatNSGB in

August and Septemberof 2020.See AE 403Q, AE420M Ruling, DefenseMotion to ContinueHearings
Scheduled for 24 Augustto 3 September 2020 Dueto theNovelCoronavirus( COVID- 19) Pandemic, dated
1 July 2020. In that ruling, the Commission found good cause to cancel thehearings scheduled for

August/September2020 due to theimpactof the Pandemic and the“ unduly burdensomelogistical

requirementsassociatedwith a 14-day quarantine.” In reachingits decision, the Commissionnotedthe

Governmenthadagreed on 29 June 2020 that the hearingsshouldbe cancelled if said quarantine were to
remain in effect. Id . at 2 .
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7.The Commission cancels the hearings scheduled to take place 24 August September

2020. The amended schedule for 2020 is:

f. 21September 2 October 2020 ;

g. 19 29 October 2020 ;
h . 16 November 2020

i . 7 – 16 December2020.

8.Order. The Governmentis directed to :

a . Immediatelynotify theCommission in writingofany modification to or lifting of

NAVSTA Instruction6210.0;8 and any comparable JTF 14-day imposed quarantine

requirements;

b . Coordinate with the OMC officials responsible for travel, logistics, and
administration and provide a written update to the Commission as to the status ofall travel

restrictions and/or health and welfare measures applicable to Commission participants

traveling to NSGB not later than (NLT) 60 calendar days before the start of each of the

remaining 2020 sessions.

So ORDERED this 6th day of July, 2020.

s //
DOUGLAS K.WATKINS

COL, JA , USA

Military Judge

8
U.S.Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Instruction6210.0 , “ Restriction ofMovement(ROM ) /

Quarantine of 14 Day for All PersonnelEnteringNavalStation Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, ” dated 12 April
2020.

In light of the cancelation of the August/September hearings, the Commission's requirement in AE 653F ( 4th
Amend) Fourth Amended for the Government to provide the Commission a status update on 8 July 2020 is
RESCINDED and the associated reporting requirements are MODIFIED as set forth in paragraph 8 .
Accordingly , the next status update shall be due NLT 10 August 2020.
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