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CHAPTER 0 'E 

0 TIIE TRACKS OF TRADER HOR 

TH.E HOUSE JN WHICH I A 1 \VRITJ 'G TH E REMI­

nisccnccs of Africa is situated on a mall hill on the 
banks of the River Ogowe above Lan1barenc. Its 
nan1c is Adolinanongo, ,..,hich 1neans ''looking out 

over the peoples." It dc.serv this name, for from 
the hill one gets an extensive view over chc river, 
which at this Point divides into two branches, as wdl 
as over the green islands whose ho~ it washes and 
over the vill ges on its banks, right away to the 
line of blue hilJs past which its big tributary. the 
N'Gounic, Aows into it from the south. On this 
broad-topped hill lay the large village of chc King 
of the Galoas, by name 'Kombe, the Sun King. 
Below, on the river-bank, lay che trading post of an 
English firm, Hatton and Cookson. which enjoyed 
the protection of N'Kon1bc. 

This was Adolinanongo about the middle of the 

seventies of last century, when che firm of Hatton 
and Cookson sent as assistant to Mr. Gibson, the 
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0 THE TRACKS OF 1 RADER II OR 

manager of the aading post, a young man from 
Liverpool who for some time had been working at 
their headquarters in Libreville. 

As an old man, resident in an institution ar 
Johannesburg, this former agenr of the crading post 
at Adolinanongo. persuaded and helped by frs. 
Echdrcda Lewis, a South African authoress, wrote 
bis rcn1iniscences of chat period under the pseudo­
nym Alfred Aloysius Hom. Enthusiastic over the 
directness of the n rrarive and chc charrn of d1c 
philosophic reAcctions which accompanied it, John 
Galsworthy wrote a foreword for the book, which 
quickly achieved succcss.1 

So in those years T r:idcr Horn was at home on 
the SPot now occupied by rny Hosp1ral. le was from 

1 Alfr~d Aloy ius Hom, The /wry Coast in tlu E rlies. 
(London and N York : Jonathan Cape. 1927.) 

On the maps of the present ~ onl , the stretch of c: st 
bctwttn C2pc f>alrm nd Cape Three Point~ :at the northern 
cncrnnce to the Gull of GuinC3 hors the name Ivory ~st. But 
Tr:t(lcr Horn mans the c~<t from C1pc Lopez rowards che 
mouch of the Congo, \\ hich also bo,e the name in lw time. The 
region in hich he tnaded h lied Gihon. 

T !'2dcr l lorn writes Adonim.:an:ango, Adin1anongo and Adoni­
mango. The explorer Alfred f rc-lte, who ohcn t2 •cd here bc­
twttn 1872 :ind 1 77, renders the n:ime as Acbnlinant ngo. Bue 
Adolinanongo is the correct £om1. 

2 



01 ~ .-1 lJE TRACK OF 1 RJ\D ~R 1 OR r 

Adolinanongo that he set out on his cncerprises and 
to Adolinanongo that he returned. l-fcre it was that 
he c1uarrelcd with his chief, l r. Gibson, whom he 

reproached wilh lack of che spirit of enterprise. In 

the ~1rly si.xtics it ' as here he rnet de Brazz.a, who 

persuaded Horn co attcrnpt to found trading posts 
up crean1 in the discriccs he was to traverse on his 
maoc.h to the Congo. 

In the course of his career, Trader Hom traveled 
far afield, not only in Africa, but in ocher pares of 

the world as well. l evcrtheless, in his old age, 

n1cn1ories of the years he h3d lived an1ong the sav­
ages in the primeval forests of Gabon obscured those 
of later times. The peculiar f :scinacion of Gabon has 
affecced others in cbe sarnc way. 

T ~adcr Hom, to keep to his assun1ed name, lived 
here fron1 about 1875 till towa~ds 18 4. \Ve know 
chis from chc events and persons he n1encions. 

During this period both Alfred 1archc and de Brau.a 
visited the Ogowc district. farchc 5ciycd here in the 
course of two journeys of explor tion ( 1 72-74 and 1875-
n). De Brau..: visited Lambarenc several times between 
1 75 nd 1887. le was from here he t rtcd to explore the 
upper waters of the Ogowe, nd when he set ouc to seek 

3 



0 r THE TRACKS OF TR D R HOR r 

a mean~ of communiation bccwec:n the: Ogowc: nd the 
Congo. 

The Proccstanc mis ion. rics of an Amcric n Society 
worked on the Ogowe from che year 1874. The Catholic 
Mission Senion ac L:imbJCcnc was founded in the: yc_u 
1881. 

Accounts published by l'-. farchc, de Bral.7.3 and some 
of d1c American mission:irics, ~nd recollections of the: 
period still co be g:tthcrcd • mong • ged natives. ~now us 
co check the account given by T rndcr Horn. 

Whereas the memory of his chief, ·fr. Gibson, 
stHI lives in the land, there arc but few old people 
who can remember his subordinate of that time. 
Wh:it they srill remember is char he was very young, , 
th:it he wanted co trade according to his own ideas 
and on his own 3-ccount and was cher for constantly 
ar: vari:mcc with 1r. Gibson, that he was very ir­
ricablc and chat he h:id a liking for run1 and good 
brandy. 

Trader Horn in many passages Ices us perceive 
chat his reminiscences are interwoven wich fiction. 
The story of the priestess Loi , the dallghccr of a 
white f ther, who lived in native sacred precinct, 
was carried off by Iom on his hon1eward journey 
and inuncdiately mnrricd co hi former schoolfellow 
in Liverpool. an immensely rich Peruvian, who came 

4 
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co Afri on hearing from I-lorn of her beaut 1, is an 
invention. There ha never b en anyd1ing of the 
nature of a vest l virgin in chis country. One can see 
what a joke it wa for the joll / old n1:in to set .so 
couching a jungle romance be.fore his credulous read­
ers. But ic disfigures the book. 

And ' hen he t< lks about his adventures with 
wild ani:rnals T r:idcr Horn secn1s at ti1nes to give 
the rein co hi in1agin~uion. 

He i rad1cr free too in some of his accounts of the 
habits of the 'vild anin1:ils. For in cance, he says the 
crocodile digs pas ages into che bank fron1 chc water. 
But it is only che true cayn1:in that docs this. 

Leopard , elephants, hippopotamus, buffaloes, 
crocodiles, boa-constrictors, chin1panzccs, and goril­
las are as numerous s in chose d ys. Indeed they 
live a more rranquil life chan they did then, as 
they are n1uch less hunted hy the nativ s than they 
used to be. The population has declined. And che 
nativ have not so much leisure tin1c as they used 
to have, and arc not such practiced hunters as were 

cheir forebear . 
\\Then it is repeatedly stated in the newspapers 

that the d ys of dephanc.s and gorillas are numbered! 
that certainly does not apply to ours. These have no 
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idea of d ,ing Ollt. In viii gcs not for distant fron1 

the 1-lospital che inh bicancs in recent rimes have 
often experienced the dcva cation of their plant:a­
cion by elephants. 

Ap ~ from triAing discrcpanci , Trader I-lorn, 
descripcion of the count , ~ nd its inhabicants is 
:iccuratc. h is a wonderful feat of 111cn10 , chat after 
so n1any 'cars he should h ve rc1ncn1b red the 
geogr phy of c}1c district and chc nan1es of plac 
nd people so well. le oivcs a very practical account 

of his activities as :i trader. J udg d \ ich knowledge 
of chc country and the condition which obtain.<;d, 
ic bccon1cs clear that he was noc onlv ·craordinarilv 

" I 

enterprising but 1en1arkably capable. \Vhcn, for 
cxan1ple, as chc result of a reconnoitring ·p dition 
in the region of chc upper PGounic, he sought to 
persuade bis uperior~ to send goods fron1 chat dis­
trict to the sc .. by che direct route instead of by the 
nticing waterway of the Ogowe, he was expressing 

a view which down to the present day has again and 
again been proved right. 

I-ii clc mess of \'ision i also dcn1onscraccd by the 
focc that fron1 the n101ncnt when, ch:mk to de 
Bra12a, the n1lc of rhc white n1an over the country 
beg n co be effective, he directed his efforts t{) 
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freeing tr de f ron1 the dependence on the chiefs by 
which ic h. d hich rto been han1 cred. l-Ic demanded 
free trade on d1c river, and wanted to found further 

in the interior sccdcmencs nm by whicc n1cn in 
order co n1akc it possible co buy goods directly and 
cheaply in tead of being dependent in chose regions 
on black 1niddle1ncn and getting frorn them wares 
inc~c ed in price by the iinpasts paid co che chiefs. 

He actu lly realized this plan on che island of 
Osange (Trader 1-Iom writes it Isanoe) situated 
near ch pr nc-day station of 'Djolc, i 8o kile>­
metcrs (about 120 n1iles) up str ni fron1 Lam­

barcne. He was not co be di\'crccd from his purpose 
by rhc scrugglc with one of the chiefs in which ic 
involved hin1. 

Jc secn1s to have run chis undertaking entirely 
on his own account. At all event he obtained pos­
session of the isl nd for hin1sclf person lly, not for 
the firn1. Sin1ilarly independent activities on the 

part of agents were noc: uncomn1on in chc coloniaJ 
crade of chose days. Nevertheless, Trader Horn re­
mained in the en·icc of the finn. Frorn it he ob­
tained goods for barter, co ic he delivered the produce 

obc incd in exchange. 
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O ' Tll~ TRACKS OF TRAD• R HOR 

Free 1·rade carried with it a danger to which Hon1 
as yet paid no attention. As long as goods were 
passed on frorn tribe to tribe and there was no direct 
intcrcorn sc, the natives were fairly well proreccc<l 
again c the incroduction of dise s . ut when por­
te1s cruiccd in ocher di tricts came frorn the 
escorted by white men and nee ced far into chc 
interior, it was only a question of rin1e bcfo~c the 
appearance in the Ogowe territory of hi ch er co un­
known forms of sickness. In the year 1 76, i.e. in 
the l eriod of Trader Horn, sn1allpox appeared, as 
we know fron1 farchc, on che upper Ogowc. Old 
people cell me that in 1 6, af cer Hon1 h d left, an 
cpiden1ic of s1nallp<>x on lhc lower course of the 
river destroyed ncarl ' half the popul tion. Later on, 
porters froin tribes inhabiting the co. st in tl e direc­
tion of che Congo brought .sleeping sickne s into the 
country. nforcunatcly chis could noc be foughr like 
sn1 llpo.· by v. ccin ting the population. 

Perhaps it w. the di 1culti chat had arisen be­
tween r. Gibson :ind his encerprising buc clf­
willcd :igcnt chac prevented T r:idcr Horn Iron1 re­
turning hner to his intcrcstin post at Lan1barenc. 

* 
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0 T~HE TR CKS OF TRADER HOR 

The Pioneer., one of the fim1's v scls in which 
Trader Horn made m. ny a joun1cy on chc Ogowe, 
and on the sea hcnveen Cape Lopez a11d Librc\·ille, 
originall , belonged, as he tells us him df, ro Living­
stone. The British Govcrnmcnc had given hin1 this 
fairly large paddle-stean1er in 1861 for his journey 
on the Z mbesi. But she drew coo 1nuch water to be 
suitable for ch. c river, and :ifcer several ch::mge.s of 
owner and return to Liverpool w s cquircd by the 
finn of l-lacton and Cookson and brought to the 
Ogowc. Herc she rendered service for many years. 
She it was chat in 1874 brought the first Aincrican 
missionary, Dr. l assau, up chc river. Thus through 
d1c sc:ean1Ship Pioneer there is a connection between 
the two so different pioneers, Livingstone and 
Tr der Horn. How hard ic n1ust have been for 
Livingstone to become f conciled to chc face chac 
rhc v sel he had so passionately longed for was of 
no use to hi1n ! 

I can find no answer co the question how it was 
that Livingstone, who must h vc known his Z rn­
bcsi and its andbanks, did nor su cced in in i cing 
ch t a stcan1c1 of sufficiently light draught .should 

be delivered. * * 
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0 Tl E TRACKS OF 1 RADER HOR1 

At that p riod rhc C\\'O firms of Hnccon and Cook­
son of Liverpool and Karl \Voern1ann of Hamburg 
shared the trade of G bon. Besides cheS<:3 other com­
panies hardly de crvcd consideration. There Wes 

good cornr.idcship between the two firms-no diffi­
cult n1attcr, for business flourish d exceedingly. 
Before the arri al of T der I-lorn , the German trad­
ing post was also situated at Adolinanongo in the 
neighborhood of the ·nglish cstablishrnenc. Lacer 
it w s transferred to tl c SO<allcd "Big Island" op­
pasite, lying occween the ~i..·o arms of the river. 
T radcr Horn, who had n1ade friends with the head 
of the \Voern1ann cr.iding past, Herr Schiff, :ilready 
n ddcdy man, 1nade a point of fostering good 

relations beLween the cwo con1mcrci I houses. 
Lambarenc was then the n1ost advanced pose of 

both firrns. The trading past of tlatton nd Cookson 
i till extant. The firn1 of \Voennann withdrew 
frorn the Ogowc region in 1904. Bue its big corru­
gated iron hcd i still standing and bears witness 
co the uperioricy of the lid, chick corn1gated iron 
of olden d )' to the lhin tufl of the present. 

At th:ic citnc the chief articles of conunerce were 
ivory, rubber, ebony, . nd padouk. 

The 1nosc rcmuncr.nive \V s rubber, for th t was 

10 



01 1 THE 'rRACKS 01~ TR DER IiOR1 

the mo t covet i product. le was before the period 
of rubber plan tion , so che only source of supply 
for world trade wa the n1bber xc:racced frorn the 
liana or vines of the jungle. But the search for it 
was hard and disgusting work. The natives engaged 
in ic \\ere obliged to pend many long weeks in the 
fo t and w rnp , co endure faniine, because being 
far frorn their pl ntations ic was very difficulc to 

procure food, and to suffer the tom1ents inflicted by 
all kinds of insects. They mcared the p drnwn 

from chc vines over their botJics and lee it solidify 
cherc. To n1akc the unplca nt t3sk as easy as po~ 
.siblc, in cead of getting the sap from incisions and 
keeping the plants alive, rhe ' cue rhc vines and lee 

then1 bleed co death-a piratical n1cthod ! So they 
had to penetrate further and further into che forest 
co find the valu blc vines. And s che need for 
rubber gr w, throughout che whole of equatorial 
Africa pf'l sure w s brouohc to bear on chc popula­
tion to induce chem to upply it. So n1bbcr wa 
the gr at rnisfomme of the natives until by degrees 
the imn1en c plantations laid out in the Dutch Ecisc 

Indies and other counrrics began co bear. 
\Vhcn I came to the country in 191 3, rubber h d 
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already ceased to play itS earlier pare in commerce, 
and for n1any years now jungle rubber is scarcely 
wanted or exported. le is con1plcccly super cdcd by 
plancacion rubber ... fhc younger generation of natives 
only knows by hc:irsay of the rniscry rubber brought 
upon che Africans a few decades ago, and the n1bber­
vines, which have re-established chentSelves n1ean­
\\.'hile, no longer have to fear che knife. 

·vcn c ch t cime, ivory had co be brought from 
further in the interior, as the stories of ic in disc.rices 
near the coast had alricady been used up. 

The plendid, glearning red padouk wood, here 
called Oingo, is frcqucncly found, as also is ebony, 
in chc Ogowc tcrrico (. Great labor is involved in 
the tr nsporc of these he:nry varieties of wood 
through che jungle: co che bo:ics on to \vhich they 
n1ust be loaded. Padouk is not only used a ti1nbcr; 

:i highly prized red dye is prepared frorn it. 

As far a possible ,..,c try co avoid the u e of 
padouk, which costS so dear in .. uropc, for che 

rca on that it is vcrv difficult to \vork with it. If , 
there is a qu. ntity of padouk among the timbers 
of several of the buildings of rny lospit:: I, che 
reason is not chat I take pleasure in valuable wood, 

I .. 
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but that t the time I ould get no ocher. \Vhcn I 
ordered hardwood beacns frorn n1y nadi n friend 

fr. 1\irth, the rnanagcr of ~ saw-rnill on Lake 
Gon1c, he apologit:cd for sending p douk, bee use 
ac the n1on1cnt he h. d no other h. rd wood rc.ady for 

wing. So he Ice n1c h ve chis v luablc wood 
chc per than ordinary hardwood I But I h d co speak 
srnooch \\Ords nd give a present to rny bl ck car­
penter, i onenzali, to co1npcn tc him for the 
trouble of borino holes and knocking nails into this 
detestably hard tin1ber. 

At that cime, paln1-oil and palrn kernels did not 
yet play any part in local trade, though at the n1outh 

of the 'igcr and in the fi3y of Libreville paln1-oil 
was already being shipped. Coffee and cocoa plan­
t tions \Vere first n1adc cowards the end of the cen­
tury. Okou1nc wood, che principal rtide of export 
from Gabon .. t the pre.sent timc-son1c 300,000 

tons per year afc shipp d-wa first cut about the 

year 1905. Ac chc ti1ne of ~r rad er Horn, no notice 
was taken of chis scrni-h rd 'vocxl, from which the 
n tivc dug their canoes. Traders were intcr<:jtcd 
only in the precious hardwoods. 

* 
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Officials of the Adn1iniscracion at that period only 
made p sing visics to the district wat:erod b ' chc 
Ogowc. 111e councry \V~ s governed f ro1n the naval 
station at Libreville, but the naval officers could do 
little more than send small gunboats up the river 
from cinH: co cirne co bomb rd the villaQCS concerned 
when there recurred plentiful con1plaints of the 
plundering by naciv of the trading pasts and 
n1eans of transport. And even this was only Possible 
when the wacer was at its normal height, chat is co 
say only during a few months of the year. In the 
dry season the nacives had nothing of chc sort to 
fear. 

An old n1an who happens to be just now in the 
I Jospit:il tells n1c chat as a boy he exp rienced chc 
bombardment of his vil1age by a river gunboat. 

In the m in, then, che white traders had co rely 
entirely on thcn15clv , as is apparent from T rndcr 
Hon1's descriptions. They had to ay regular tribute 
to the chiefs. In the constant wars between the 
tribes they had to endeavor to keep ncucral or cake 
the side of the probable victor. \Ve know also from 
the rcpor of Aancric. n mi sionarie how dependent 
the .. urof cans w re on the chief . nd how insecure 
were the conditions. If they wanted to scare on a 

14 
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preaching cour, they wcr obliged first of all co ask 
pcrn1is ion from the chief through ' hose territory 
they wer bout co travel and send them d1c.: fees 
required for according ic. They built the first n1ission 
sc cion ac Lan1barene on a ~cecp hill co n1ake things 
a licde n1ore difficult for savages bent on plunder. 
The ccinent pillars of this house n1ay still be seen 
in che jungl bo' the present station. 

Trader Hom knew the reason why it \V3S chac 
on his joun1 ys, as he cells us, he considered islands 
and andbanks as the only safe places co carnp. 

During chc di curbanccs which broke ouc in 1874 
in Adolinanongo afrcr chc death of the Sun King. 
che e. ·plorcr forchc nd lvfr. \Valkcr, ac that cin1e 

agent for che firn1 of \Voennann, had co erect pali­
sades round the t ding pose in order to be able to 
defend chcms Iv ag. inst the natives. 

Trader Horn \Va unable to avoid a bloody en­
counter with a chief who cue off cccss for his goods 
up the riv rand cv n vencurcd co • ccack hin1 on the 
isbnd. This was nee ry in order to be :ible co 
n1aincain the trading past which at the inscigation 
of de Br. zza he had founded on 0 nge Island in 
the neighborhood of the present "Djolc. The chief 
had felt chc opening of the new trading station to 

l ... 
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be co his own disadvant:tgc. For owing co its pres­
ence he lost income which he had previously drawn 
because the up-river trade had hitherto passed along 
the bank of his territory and he h .. d received tribute 
for IJ char came chrouoh his h nd . 

fr. Gibson was noc in favor of being involved in 
any disputes wich the tribes ch c: dwelt higher up 
chc river. \Vhcn che chief had piUaged the canoes 
containing the goods, without knowino th t he had 
also ventured co accack his agent, he in1n1cdiacely 
entered inco negotiation with hin1 nd concluded 
an agrecrnenc under the terms of which the chief 
would restore chc canoes, good , and prisoners, while 
che f1rm of Hauon and Cookson undertook co rccaU 
itS agent. Bue ~ls he had won the battle, Horn was 
able co override the scnlcrncnc rn de by hi uperior 
and carry on trade in dcfi3ncc of che chief. 

As an old man he acri1noniously remarked to lvf rs. 
Echekeda Lewis. ''That feller Gibson belonged co 
a genus l 

1acure never intended for trading up the 
• n river. 

The re.1son why condicion on the Ogowc were 
so insecure t the ci1nc of T radcr lorn w.1s first and 
foremost th t the Pahouins, lso called F ng . who 
were quite savage cannib I f ro1n chc interior, were 

16 
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rnovino towards the coast and pressing on Lhe tribes 
they ca1ne across on their w ndcring . The fonncr 
population Ii vcd in great f car of the powcrf ul in~ 

trudcls. For the akc of bencr protection against the 
P houins, :ibout the rniddle of the cighti the 
G. loa left Adolinanoncro and n1iP:rated to the Big 
Isl nd opposite. The fim1 of 1-Janon and Cookson 
had moved their c:radino- pose co it somewhat earlier. 
The r son for the fen1oval was probably that in chc 
period of disturbance which followed the death of 
chc Sun King, the large Galoa village had lost ics 
forn1er itnportance and trade had been more and 
n1orc diverted co rhc Big Isl. nd. 

\Vhcn r. dcr Horn returned from his great CY­

p dirion 1 probabl ' in the yc=ir 1883, the move was 
alrc3dy accon1plished. The new house, which he 
praised in his reminiscences as well built and in 
every way suited to ics purpose, was still standing 
a few years ago. It rested on hardwood piles about 
six feet high ~ nd chc roof was covered with paln1-
lcaf rnats. 

Only the intervention of the white rnnn saved the 
inhabirnnc of the Ogowe region frorn annihilation 
ac the h nds of che Pahouin . ·rhc ?Id tribes, which 
in spice of d1c comn1on danger which threaccncd 

17 
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thcn1 still went on fighting a1nong them elves, could 
not have n1aintaincd chcmschre gainst the new 

enemy by their own st ngth alone. 
\Vhcn long-r idcnr n3tivcs o( chc district c. ·pres 

to n1c cheir disconc nt :u being ruled by che whites, 
I nswer that without the whicc n1, n the would no 
longer be in existence, because they would either 
hav slaughtered each other or ended in c.he P houin 
cookin~-pots. To chis they h ve no an wer. In gcn­
eral-m nifold and he \ry a i the guilt of the \ hite 

p oplc all O\'Cr the world in the n1attcr of coloniz:l­
rion , yet they m y clain1 on their own behalf th:ic 
ro chc races they have objected the) have in so f r 
brought pc cc th. t chc , have put an c.nd to the 
senseless w:lrs which con randy raged an1ong thein. 

Here I can n1casurc chc full ignific nee of this 
when I rec II \ hac chc conditions "ere . t the time 
of T radcr Horn. 

T rndc was then Clrricd on simply by barter. In 
return for ivory, rubber, ebony and padouk, the 

nar.iv received fro1n the traders alt, br~ ndy. 1nus­
kccs, powder, lead, cooking-roes, crockery, cotton 

18 



01 TI1E TRJ\Ct: OF 1 R Dl~R I ORl 

clod1, . nd trinketS. The barrels in which rubber 
wa sent co uropc returned full of old uniform . 

Salt was greatly coveted as a n1ediuin of c.: change, 
for none was to be found in chc int rior. The n tivc 
easoned their food with pot. h, which chcy pre­

pared by burnino some n1all, fleshy-leaved nutrsh 
plants. B fore che coming of the ' hitc nlan, the 
coast p ople carried on a very reinuner.uive trade 
with tho of the interior by the n1cdiun1 of sea salt. 
This wa gradually displaced bf the ale the whicc 
men brought in acks, so chac the coast natives lost 
cheir previous profics. In order co retain chcir salt 
trade and along with it trade in general, they did 
all the , could co frighten and ~top European fron1 
penetrating into the interior of the country. Hence 
it was that1 whereas the coast at th mouth of the 
Ogo' e \ kno\vn since the end of the fiftecnch 
century and had long been vi iced by white trader , 
it was not until about 1870 chat they lirst can1c 
up the river 

Salt is till che currency best appreciated in the 
interior. In rClnote di trice where the nc:irc c cr.iding 
post is rn ny cl. ys' journey <iist nt, che people have 
no u c for n1oney. 

Trader l-Iom gives us some nai've and charactcr-
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i tic inforn1. cion about the part which run1 and 
brandy then pb red in the country. Vlhen 1r. 
Gibson c pressed hi urprisc that he h d succeeded 
in penetrating without the u c of rnlS into an un­
e ·plored region of pcci. Hy evil repute-heh d done 
d1is in order to find out how the trade routes ran­
hc replied chac his weapon had been the boccie. The 
island up the river on which he \vanrcd co cabli h 

trading station he obtained fro111 the chief ic be­
long d to as a possession for all tin1e for a bocde of 
gin. \Vhcn he was pie sed with hi boatmen, he 
oavc then1 a ration of rurn in the evening. 

In those day people here, . s all long che \Vest 
Coast, ne' r gave a thought to the que cion \vhac 
would becon1e of these Afric ns who \\ere being 
habicu. ced co , st te of const:anc intoxication due co 
rum and brandy. T1. d was pl'coccupied with one 
ain1 alone-to aet as n1uch produce . s pos ible out 
of che natives. le was noc: until sornc tirne had gone 
by th t the European b g n to e th t alcohol 
would ruin chc inh. bit. ncs 3nd the l nd and com~ 
mcrcc long with them. In che y r 1913-I \vas 

there-they got together and dcm nded that the 
sale of nun and brand ' co die n tiv should be 
prohibited. They succeeded, though noc: at once. 
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This \vas in itSdf a tr rnendous gain. A great trad­

ing company \vhich enjoyed a rnonopaly on the 
upper Ogowc h d kept rmn and brandy out of ics 
district since the end ,of the nineties with excellent 
results. 

At the dn1e of T radcr Horn guns and gunpowder 
were brought in quantities to the natives ' ithout a 
thought of the consequences. If chc wars carried on 
by the trib s among themselves disturbed trade, 
they led to ics revival later by n1aint ining the 
demand for fircarnlS and powder. 

Bue when the work of the Administ-ration had 
progressed so Iar thac ic could undertake to estab­
lish sccclcd conditions in che counc:ry, it found icsclI, 
as \vas usual in African colonies, in a n1ost difficult 
position owing to the number of fircanns posses cd 
by the natives. Years passed before they had handed 
in all their guns and resigned themselves to being 
only pcrn1itted to passess a certain nun1bcr for kill-. 
1ng game. 

* * 
* 

At the time of Trader Horn the slave trade sci II 
Aourished here, though not indeed to the same 
extent s in earlier tirnes, since sl vcs could hardly 
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be exported any longer across chc SC3. But in the 
interior tl1erc was still a demand for cl1em. 

The trade susrairied its fir t blow when Great 
Brit in and France about the rnid-chirties of the 
nineteenth century agreed co keep wlrships on the 
\Vest Coast to con1bat it. But the region to be su­
pervised was so vast chat the c ·pen trade in slaves, 
although greatly hindered, vlas far fro1n suppressed. 
In che middle of the ccntlll)' Engbnd and France 
cog chcr had fifty-cwo cruisers patrolling che \\ est 
Coast. [n view of the face that the coastline con­
cerned was four thousand nautical n1iles in length, 
and offered rnagnificent hiding-pl ces for the vc.s els 
of the t vc-dcalcr 1 chis w:is no gr at nun1bcr. 

Although the naval st, tion founded in 1843 in 
the G bon EsttJary was only a few hours' sail north 
of C: p Lopez . nd the 1nouths of the Oaowc, up co 
nearly 1 Sio, if not t t r1 laves were secrecly hipped 
fron1 this point. In the I. tcr years, as old people have 
told me, they were de tined for the plancacions on 
certain s1nall i lands on the \V t C.oast i elf. Trader 
Hom ys, °Capc Lope and cht river moud: is 
inh. bitcd by the Ceringus, n1ostly pirates :ind ~lavc­
tradcrs.'' 

The naval station in tl1c Gabon Estuary got i 
22 
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name Libreville fron1 chc f cc that in the y r 1849 
a settlement w s forn1ed here wid1 chc live cargo 
fro1n a sl \C- hip captured in the neighborhood. 

Ac an earlier period Cape Lopez wa one of the 
chi f parts on chc \Vest Co.1st for the ex part of 
slaves. \Ve know what che de was like bcnvccn 
1845 and t 50 throu h the Arn rican cxplo£1er Paul 
du Chaillu, who was there at that riod. 1-Ic saw 
quite a number of buildinos which housed the slaves 
destined for America. The men were chained to­
gether in si. es. As the chain w:is fast ned co their 
collars, they could move freely together inside d1e 
palisades which surround d c:he buildings, and could 
even work. Such a parking-place for slaves \V3S called 
by the Portuguese, who were che chief slave-dealers 
of that region , a barracoon. le is f1om a barracoon 
that formerly e ·isced near Libreville chat the Pro es­

tanc i 1ission station, founded there in 1842, derives 
ics name B raka. 

On his w nderings in the ~coion of Cape Lopez, 
du Chaillu can1c 3cross regular hills forrned by rhe 
bones of slaves whose bodies in chc cour c of years 
had been thrown there oo the number of thou nds. 
People who know the district of Cape Lopez in a 
wider circuit have been stn1ck by the f ct that there 
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re gr;cac screeches of rclacively young fore.st. This 
forest has grown on plain which in the eighceenth 
and firsc half of the ninccccnth centuries had been 
cleared to n1akc plantations to supply food for dle 
large number of sl. vcs. 

According to du Chaillu's account, for a young 
slave he s w delivered • Portuguese dealer gave 
keg of run1 containing a hundred liter , a few rards 
of cotton cloth, and a nun1bcr of gl ss beads. The 
payment for young \voman was a gun, a large 
copper kealc, sixty y rds of cotton doth. cwo pieces 
of iron, two machectcs, l\\'O n1irrors, two files, t\\'O 

plates, nvo bolts, a sn1all barrel of I owdcr, a few 
beads, and some tobacco. These were prices ac c:hc 
coast. In the interior slave n1ight be purchased for 
much I s. There a young 1nan would cost four 
paund of salt, a copper kccdc, a few yard of cloth, 
and • few glass beads. 

Du Ch. illu also had an opportunity of seeing a 
cargo of laves shipped. One day a sch90ner of about 
on hundred and sevency tons ailed into the bly. 
The cmbark.uion of si.· hundred I. vcs began at 

once. They were conveyed in enorn1ous dug-out 
canoes, in cnch of which were twen -si. · paddlers 
and about sixty slaves. 1\"·o hours after the schooner 
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had appeared she w off again. She ' as in such a 
hurry in order noc to be ~mprised in the bJy by 
3 CClllS r. 

\\That brought peculiar d · pair to the la\'es, as 
du haillu rnong other llamices, w'" the b lie.£ 
chat they would be t:: ken to chc di cant land beyond 
che s in order ther co be slaughtered and eaten 
by che white people. 

l have often heard old people here sa , th c the 
nativ used to think that the inc c in tins was the 
Resh of butchc11cd slaves. 

Cape Lopez supplied principally Brazil and Cuba. 
The Portuguese co1nplained to du Chaillu chat busi­
ness w snot going well, not so n1uch because ic ' as 
r ndercd difficult by the coast patrol, as because 
Brazil, for fear the laroc nun1b rs of groes might 
becon1 a rncnacc to the \ hire f oplc, had ~ duced 
the nun1ber of sla ' s ad1nicced. Cuba alone was scill 
a good cusco1ncr. 

\Vhcn d1c po session of laves in chc nitcd 
Staces of An1crica was boli bed after the Civil \Var 
of 1861-65, the slave-dealers on the \V t Coast 
wevc forced gradually to .uive up their calling. 

But we know fron1 che accounts of t rche and 
de Brazza . nd the recollections of T radcr Hom chat 

25 



O 1 THE R CK OF TRAl)ER l OR1. 

in the Ooowe ccrricory at the same period chc~e was 
still going on an active trade in slaves frorn the 
interior to the coa tal districts. 

The oJd-c tabli hed papulacion in chis ~egion had 
always been accuston1ed fron1 time itnmemorial co 
u sla,·es for J. bor on the plantations. Indeed, in 
fan1ilies ~ hich h d lived b , trade for oenerations~ 
physical work was regarded as noc befittinO' their 
station. Th.1t a cgro rnay belic,·e hirnsclf to belong 
to better circles of society is appafenc even to.day 
when he will not paddle canoe wich ocher . J£ I 
an1 accompanied on a joun1cy by one of 111y inale 
nurses~ I ha"c great difficulty in pcrsu. ding him noc 
co chink it beneath his dignity to t: kc ~ paddle in 
his hand with che ricst. 

The cxPort of rubber even cau ed a revival of d1e 
slave trade. Slaves were now w. nted not only for 
cultivating plancations, buc for g tting n1bber. 

\Vhen explorer or busines rnen undertook trips 
co the incerior, nmnbers of nativ offered thccn clve 
to paddle lheir canoes. These n1ade use of the oppor­
cunily of buying laves up counny at low pric and 
bringing thCin down under the whicc man's protec­
tion wichout having to pay cuscon1s dues to the 
chiefs through whose territory they traveled. 
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In the interior slav were commonly bartered for 
alt. The pro pect of re .. ching councry in which 

there w s It rn e 111 .. ny of chcrn forg t their sad­
nes over chc lo of chcir ho1nes . nd the panincr 
frorn their farnili . -r der Horn rerort chat once 
on the River 'Gounie he n1et ome I rge canoes 
in which the s] vcs were looking quite n1crry be­
cause they were hoping to oct It and le fi h t 

the coast. But very 1n ny sla\ es suffered terribly by 
bcino forced to go co a crange land. 

Arnon the la\ were many who had been sold 
by their fellow-cribcsn1cn becau e they had cheated, 
or because of the use of in. gic b , which they were 
supposed to have brought rni fortune co others. 

f mbers of a f 1nily \Ver alrno t invariably cpa-
rated frorn ch other. Often che pa~encs were 
drowned and only rhc children taken. 

Old p oplc h vc told me chat parents fron1 cert. in 
regions in the inrerior sold their children inco sl very 
I s for the ake of gain than to get the children 
way to a country where they would get enough 

to eat. 
Equatorial Africa, as I have noted in On tbe Edge 

of tlJe Primev I Forest 1 possesses no indigenous fruit­
trees or f n1it-bu hes. The b n n , chc )' 111 , cassava, 
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the sweet potato and rhe oil-paln1 arc not indigenous, 
but were introduced from the \ c t Indian Island 
by the Ponuguese. ln those discric of the interior 
co \ hich these u ef ul pl ncs had not rec penetrated, 
the nativ h. J for food, in addition co what chey 
obtained by huncing nd fishing, only ccrcain roots 
and the nuts of a few for t trees. \ hen their hunt­
ing and 6 hing were unsucces f ul-as often hap­
P ned-f. n1ine ensued. The inh bitan of chese 
fan1ine disrricts1 especially near the sources of the 

'Gounie, regarded the country near the coa c wich 
it plantations-not co speak of sale-as a desirable 
par disc for their children. 

From those san1e f:unine districts there used to 
con1e to iny Ho pital people who \Vere e, rth-eatCiS. 

As a r ulc of hunger, s childr n the , ha forn1ed 
the h bit of catino eanh nd continued it even when 
chey h. d enough co cat. 

In cncr. l the sl. vcs did not h ve a bad cin1c \Vith 
the nadv . If the, did chcir \\Ork, che , wc1e left 
in peace. If chc master w, ti ficd, he llowcd che1n 
to nrnrry, but chcir children, of course, bclon ed co 
hin1. I ny fcrnalc slav rn:u:ricd into their rn seers' 
farnilie . 

Bue indeed one n1usc not think of the position of 
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th dome tic slaves a too idyllic, s is frequently 
done. 1·heir master could do just as he please wich 
cheln, l as rud as he felt inclined, or put them 
co deach. 

H chief died, a nurnber of his laves were 
laughtcred co do hin1 honor. That even at the end 

of the fiftie chis custon1 was widespread in Gabon, 
we know duough du Chaillu, who narrates as a 
peci lly ren1arkable face chat \Viii Glass, a 1nembcr 

of a ruling fornily in the neighborhood of Libreville, 
when he was dying ·pressly forbade the sacrifice 
of slaves over his grave. Under th inAucncc of the 
American 1ni sionaries, he had risen above the tra­
ditional views of his people. 

The struggle again~c the slave tr de ~ nd lavc­
dealing started wid1 de B azz . During hi first tour 
( 1875-78) he cautiously <jid not go f urth r than 
buying the frccdo1n of slaves who 'vishcd to be free. 
The prod m tion of the principle that no bl ck man 
can lose hi frcedon1 was his next n1ovc. l-lc effected 
rhe first rnanurnission by purcba in Lope on the 
upper Ogowe, where a slave n1arket w:ls being held 
near his carnp. He caused the slaves who \\.'ere :ibout 
co be hipped in canoes for chc voyage down the 
river to be inforn1ed char he would purch se the 
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freedom of all who wished it. But only eighteen 
presented thc1nselvcs, and C\'Cn the e thought they 
h:id now bccon1c slaves of d1e white rn n. It was 
only graduaHy chat they gra ped the face th:ir they 
were f rcc. In time it came about drnc a con idcrable 
parcion of de Brazza's cre\V consi ccd of slaves freed 
b ' purch se. any of the1n, however, gave hin1 
little satisfaction. 1-Ie cells us about chen1 in his 
letters. 

Fron1 the n1omcnt when ('" fter hi second journey 
in 1880-82) in che year 1883 he retun1ed 'to chc 
Ogowe, noc in1ply for further journeys of explora­
tion, but with con1n1i ion co org nize d1e adrnin­
istrntion, he set to work in all riou ncss co put 
down slavery. All sl~ vc who de ired 'their frcedorn 
were co have it granted by their rn~ ters, whether 
they wi hcd to return to their hornc or to follow 
de Brau and be ceded by hin1 in new villages 
ch~ t were to be founded. 

This tin1e again there \Vas little success. The 
Chief, Apaque, who lived up sue. n1 fron1 Lunba­
~cnc, wich gusto told his friend T dcr Horn char 
de B . zz.a h. d shordy befo1e pent a nio}u with 
hin1 and h. d b gged birn to h n over any slaves 
who wi hed to go with hin1. But not\vithscanding 
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that he, Apaquc, b d agreed , and had announced 
chis co the slaves who were sun1n1oned together, 
not one h d be n willing to le.ave hin1. 

[ know fron1 old inhabitants that in 1nany ways 

pres urc was brought to bc~u on the slaves in the 

Lan1barcnc district co induce thc1n to go away, and 
thnt in many c ses they were sirnply c.:; ken from 

chcir n1 seers-as happened to d1e one hundred and 
twenty slaves who belonged co the heirs of the Sun 

Kin'-' of Adolinanongo. .ny of these slaves with­
drew co the jungle and returned later to their mas­

ters when the question of their manun1ission was 

no longer in the forcoround. Bue even slaves who 
had been freed and h. d retun1ed to their hon1es in 
the interior turned up . gain. They felt rnore at 

home with their n1ascer chan with the relations they 
had r joined, and they did not w nc to n1iss the 
civilization with which chey had rnade acquaintance 

on the lower Ogowe. 
According co my authorities, the rule of the Gov­

ernment was then so little cabli heel in the regions 
11oc immediately on the riv r bank or on che great 
t!3de routes that the rn. numission of sL ves could 
not b seriou ly considered. 

Later, in n1easure as the Govcrnrncnt became 
... I 
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organized, ic became Po iblc to prevent the purchase 
and transport of slaves, and the war :igain t slavery 

w:is succcs fully waged. 
\Vhcn I can1e co the country in 1913, there were 

still a !air number of natives living as slaves. By law 
indeed they were free. Bue chcy inadc no u e of their 
freedon1, but scay d wich their n1asters, erving 
them without wage , because d1ey \\ c1c accustomed 
to live in thac way and did not think they could 
devise a better means of existence. The idea of paid 
employees, who had never been known here, \V3S 

only slowly acquired by chc naciv . The Govern­
ment could do nothing against chi unacknowl­
edged, voluntary slavery, and had no interest in 
doing anything. One could recognize the trangers 
by their f cial characccriscics and chc peculiar shade 
of their skins. 

During n1y first cay here, there can1c to the 
Hospital a won1an one could sec to he \veil.co-do, 
accompanied by four fairly young n1cn. She id 
they were her servants, but really they were slaves. 
The next day I n1et her gathering wood for her fire 
ac the edge of the forest. \Vhen I inquired how it 
can1c about that he had c:o fetch her own wood, see­
ing that she h. d brou0 hc four sl vcs with her, she 
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replied \Vith a sn1ile, "I-laving sl vc docs not n1e.an 
th t one i well served." 

Once when I had a jovial elderly patient in the 
Hospital , a native carnc and asked n1e if I would not 
like co ha\ c hi1n for rny own. I Jc wa \Villing to 

give hin1 to inc as a laborer on the ur1dcrstanding 

th c I should give hirn his food but not pay him any 

wag . To my astonished questions, he replied th;tt 

he had inherited the man as a slave f rocn his father 

and found hin1 fairly handy :lnd not specially lazy. 
Bue he was up to all sons of rrick . According co 
the law in force arnong t.hc Africans, the n1astcr 

was responsible for all his slave did, and so he had 
had to p y a nmnber of fines for chis sla\'e. 1-Ie had 
oft n offered him his frccdon1, but he refused co 

accept ir1 because then he would have to pay chc 

penalty for his rnisdoings himself. That was why 
he "' s offering to give hin1 to n1c. I should be able 
to n1an. gc hin1. Unfortunately I was obliged to 

reply th:ic I coo was noc rich enough to possess so 

expensive a slave. 
In the course of dine the f orn1cr .sla\'CS in this 

district h vc been absorbed into the population by 
rnarriage or doption. I ha\'e known village he dmcn 
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who were descendants of former slave or h d even 

been slaves thernselve . 
The conception of d1c paid workn1. n ha now 

p nctrat cl co rhc consciousness of the people. 1cver­
t:hclcs , cl1cr are till 111any Africans who do not 
look for w~ ges, buc give th n1 clv for \\'Ork on his 
pl. nc:acion co the n1aster they h vc chosen, in return 
for clothing, lodging nd n arnplc diet, in the ex­
pcc cion chat some d y he will buy chen1 'viv . 
One finds these placid oplc on femote pl4 ncacions. 
The arr ngemenc is dvancageous co both panics. 

* 

For forty rear , while so n1uch was happening and 
so much w ch nging in the country. Adolina­
nongo was d rtcd. o t and bu h ag in took pos­
session of the soil. 

In che year 192 3 a \ hitc timber n1erchant sctdcd 
on the ponion of che hill situated up the river. At 
the end of 1925 I began to clear chc southern ide. 
Ac the rote tant i fission Station, hichcno che site 
of rhe Hospital, the land at 111 ' disJ osal w s not 
extensive enough co allow of it.s c ·p nsion co cop 
with chc consa ntly incrc sing nun1be.r of sick. Ar. 
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the tirnc when T radcr Hori1 ' as '"'riting his remi­
niscences in Johann burg, building f te1 building 
'vas ri ing at Adolinanongo. ln January, 1927, the 
new Hospital was ready for occupation. 

The places at the edge of the former village where 
for 1nany dee des che \vomcn had thrown cheir 
kitchen rubbish provided qu ncicies of good black 

nh such as I needed for the veget:able garden. In 
the proc s of digging this canh, we found he. vy 
br celets and anklets of bronze. 

\Vhen a river scean1cr sounds its siren as a signal 
rhac ic is going co stop on our side, I often chink of 
young T radcr Horn ~md ho\\' he returned from his 
joun1cys sceerjng the Pioneer for d1is hill, and how 
he had hi horne in AdoJinanongo before n1e. If he 
could return once rnore, he ,..,·ould find l 1ature un-
hanged. Crocodiles still son1eti1ncs sleep with widc-

01 n pws on ndbank or on deadwood on the 
banks. HipPo still frequent the 'vaters of Adolin­
anongo in the dry season. Pelicans still circle in the 
nir. The i "lands and shores :ire still CO\'ered with 
bright green, in1pcnerrablc bush n1irrored in rhe 

b~own Rood. 

* 
* 
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crew consisting of rncn from the interior fro111 che 
upp r Ogowe down co 'Djolc to fetch some tores. 
Ac che same cime he cook the op1 ortunit , of getting 
their wages paid to chcrn chcrc in good . Jn their 
pre ence he wrote a lcccer to chc gene t the trading 
pose, and cold the n1cn he would h. nd O\'cr to them 
so and so n13ny rnuskc , so and so rnany barrels of 
gunpowder, so and so n1any rnachette , so and so 
111 ny bag of sale, so and so n1an , ,ard of conon 
cloth. 0 But will he r lly?'' they ~ 5kcd son1cwhat 

incredulous! '· ''f-Ic will s soon as you ha\'e given 
hirn 'the paper," replied de Brazza. 

And so it carnc bout. \Vhcn chc European in the 
trading post at N l)jolc had received the paper, he 
looked at it for sornc time. Then, without asking 
any qu , tions, he got hi assi cants to bring so and 
so nl3ny rnusketsi so and so n1 ny barrels of gun-

wdcr, so and so rnany n1 chcttes, o and so many 
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bags of sale, so and so m:iny yards of cotton cloch. 
The quantity exactly met their cl in1s. 

Son1c time afterwards a chief frorn the interior cnt 

a 1ne sage to the mi sionctri - ac Lambarenc asking 

thc1n to send up a catechist. He and his people 
\ Vi hcd to hear the \Vord of God nnd learn to read 
and \\Tite. The C3techist arrived and began co in­
struct them in Bible History, to teach them that 
B-A is equal to BJ, and how to draw letters on a 
slate. But soon the zeal of the savages diminished. 
'That!s not chc right ching," th y said, "you 

shouldn't make us scribble on a slacc, but only teach 

us how co write a paper so thac the man in the 
ttading post ac 'Djole has to give us goods." They 
regarded writing as ~ form of n1agic. 

* * 
* 

On chcir first long journe , of c: ·ploration in che 

region towards chc Congo, chc Protestant mission­
aries had with chem nvo boys from che neighborhood 

of Lambarcnc who had learnt to read and write at 

the 1 1fission Scacion. 

Once, towards evening, when chcy were putting 
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up chcir tenc5 on a ndbank, chey sent one of chesc 
boys to the end of it, ouc: of hearing, and cold the 
s vagcs from the interior they h d r cruited as 
paddlers thac if they c lied him back, he \vould be 
able to tell chen1 what had been said without h. ving 
heard ic. Before he was called, the other boy v.'rote 
on the sand. \Vhen the firsc one came back and, 
fccr a gl nee at chc lines on the and, gave a correct 

report of the subject of conver ation in his absence, 
the mazcmcnt of the savages knew no bounds. The 
c ·perimenc had co be r p at d again and again. 
\\/hen they came co a viii ge, the p" ddlers told the 
inhabitants about ir, and then these too wanccd to 
sc chc rnagic perf orn1. nee. 

On this joumc f the bo 'S had with thcin a con­
certina. In exchange for it the nativ off ~e<l chc111 
four elephant tusks ch as call as m n. 

* 
In the 'Gounie distric th re wa \Vorking at chat 
rly time a sornewhac gcd bl ck catechi c. He was 

not having n easy tirnc for hearts ' ere obdurate. 
I1c was particul. rly troubled b ' che fact th c when 
he narr:accd stories ouc of the Bible, ) oung men incer-
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rupted him by s ying d1at nobody knew whether 
these thing were true bee use nobody h d been 
there to cc. 

One d. y mi sionary can1e up the river bringing 
a magic-lantelll. \\ lCn ic was dark, Abrahan1, Isaac 
and J cob, D vid, Goliath and Solo1non, Jcsu and 
Hi disciples, pa sed by in colored pictures on a sheet 

f tencd co d1e '" II of a hut. Suddenly, out of the 
devotional stillness rose the voice of the evangelist, 
"You dissolute young men have always said, '\Vhat 
the old 1nan cells us is nae: true.' Bue now you see 
with your own e res. \\7ho dares oo say now chat ic 

i n'r aH true?" For the good old rnan the magic­
lantern pictures held the past c.:·acdy as it had 
happened. 

\\hen I first ca1ne to chc country, the story of 

the Pas ion \Vas shown wid1 a n1agic-lantem co the 

faithful who ca1nc to chc fission Stac:ion t Lamba­

rene to celebrate Holy \Veck. \Vhen Judas first ap­
peared on the sheet runong rhe disciple , there re­
sounded cries fron1 the background, "Look out! He 
\viii betray you I'' \\Then he kissed the Lord in Gcth­
scrnane, the onlookers could no longer control them­

selves. They jumped up, clenched their fists and 
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shoured in1procarions 3nd threats. ·rhc rnissionary 
hnd co cairn chcrn down before he ould go on with 
the display. 

Ir used co n1akc a deep in1pre sion on 1ne that the 
native cook the absolute identity between picture 

and reality as a n1atccr of course. \Ve sn1ile at their 
n ivete. But if one thinks ic over, is it not an ouc­
tagcous and dangerou~ thing that n1en have come 
ro the poinc of pl ying with reality and makino 
sorneching they have invented and 1nade chenlSclves 
enter into con1pcticion ' ith it? I not our feeling for 
truth dan1agcd in this way? Cannot n1uch in the 
mentality of modem n1an that gi' s us ground for 

1dlccdon be explicable by the f ct that he no longer 
discrirninatcs ben ... cen the re I nd che artificjal? 

Frorn che 1non1cnc when 1nan gets be ,ond chc 
naive idea that every picture n1usc be a reproduction 
of reality, he finds hi1n elf on a line of prog~ ss with 
hidden dangcl s. He n only follow it unbanned 
'"hen in pl cc of the irretricv:lble, lost, natural in­
genuousness he acquire the higher, spiritual sim­
plicity. AH true civili7 ... 1tion con is in our ate .. m1no 

char deepest sin1plicicy vhich i, dlc highest \Visdon1. 

* * 
* 
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It was in the 'Gounie district imilarly thnt in 
those early d ys :l whi~c ttadcr thought of 111 king an 
impr:ession on the n civcs by giving thcn1 gramo-­
phonc periorn ancc. Bur ic did noc nirn out a he 
ex ted. As soon ns the people h rd voices corning 
ouc of che box, d1ey becrune terribly exciccd srnashed 
the bo · and went for the n1 n, who w s obliged to 

flee for his life. They believed they had heard the 
voices of the spirits of their ancestors \vhich the 
white n1an had in1prisoned in the bo · by magic. 

But in the course of ye3rs they have made friends 
·with che gran1ophone. There is hardly a village in 
this neighborhood from which no gran1ophone 
screeches into the jungle. 

The Africans do noc \'Oil)' about how it can be 
possible that spe ch and rnusic come out of a ho.·. 
This is for chc.01 only one of chc rnany incornprehcn­
sible things achie' cd by the ' hite man. uThc white 
man's n artful f llow,,, rny Hospital assistant Joseph 
used to say in rega1d to n1:ichincs and such things. 

* 
* 

Jn that early period rhc savages wer immensely 
surprised when white men collected scones and 'took 
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chcrn away. A n1. n 'vho had done so on the upper 
Ogowc had to leave the discricc because che people 
ref used to supply food to hin1 • nd his Poncr . The ' 
thought he w s p<>s • scd by an C\•il pi1ir which 
n1adc hin1 mad and could not r st uncil chcy had 
got rid of chc uncanny creature. 

l-Jis porters played a din:y trick on a eologist who 
had been working in the hills south o La1nbarenc. 
Th y really could not sec \vhy they should carry the 
scone he had packed in boxes up hill and down dale 
in chc heat uncil they reached the sc , as if there 
\\ere no scones chc1c as well. So they opened the 
boxes by nighr, emptied chem and marched gail r 

on with cheir light burdens. fore arrivinu ar chc 
scat they re llled che bo cs wich scones they found by 
the way ide. . . . 

It is said that sin1ila1 surpris w f\C prepared n1ore 
than oncct and in n1orc 'than one rcoion, for gcolo­
giscs in Africa by their rtcr t ntil rhcy cook chc 
necc ary prccauttons to void thcn1. 

* 

In gcncr.il: paddlers .. nd porters and their tricks [ 
hc3rd the following story fron1 a whice rnan who 
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many years ago, as agent of a comrnercial firm, was 
manager of a trading post on the upper Ogowc. It 
was ituatcd just above a series of rapids. /\gain and 
again he saw canoes con1ing up laden with goods 
capsize in the whirlpools. Then when the n civcs 
who had escaped with their bare lives can1c to hin1 
and lamented over their lost sleeping-macs, blankets, 
mosquito-nets and oooking-pots, he made good the 
damage, glad that there was no hun1an life to regret. 

But it was only for a certain time that he acted 
thus. The accident occurred so ofcen that his firm 
admonished him for e"idcntly not knowing ho\a,' to 
recruit the ere'"' for his canoes. 

But there could be no doubt that the.: canoes did 
capsize, and that the rnisforrunc could not be ar­
ranged co hide the absence of packing<ascs stolen 
by chc \vay. From his trading past he saw the 
paddlers fighting with the waves, and with his field­
glnsses he could count how many cases chc canoes 
contained. The nun1ber alway agreed with the bill 
of lading of each consionmcnt received frorn the 
trading pose lower down the river. 

After some tirne he heard th:ic in some villages 
down stream many of che won1 n \\'Crc wearing new 
cloths, were in possession of new cooking·pots and 
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machcttcs and were n1aking a g nerous use of p<>-
1nadc on their hair. Thi g ve hirn something to 
chink about, because these villages, which could 
only obtain such goods fron1 hi1n, had for some 
tin1e hardly purch::tsed anything. He also rcAecced 
that every cin1c the :iccidenc happened II the pack­
ing-cases sank, whe~eas chere were sornc with oon­
tencs char should have caused chcn1 co Roat. So, with 
a promise co reward thcn1 well, he placed spies to 
find out whether chel'1c.: was any connection between 
this inexplicable wealth in the villages and the cap-
izing of che a noes. 

There was! In the neighborhood of the villages 
concerned, fron1 tin1e to cin1c the crews took the 
goods out of chc cases in d1c night and put tones 
in their place. Thus it \Vas that the right nun1bcr 
of packing-cases could he seen in a canoe \vhich 
capsized, a rnisfonunc easily brought about by a few 
wrong n1ovemcnts in che whirlpools. 

\Vhen the crews had been severely punished and 
w re told that in f ucure II los cs incurred by the 
trading post through the c~ psizing of canoe would 
be deducted from their wag , they inust have suc­
ceeded in acquiring son1c pow r:ful fctichcs. For all 
the canoes passed through the rapids unhanned. 

44 



Al.BERT SCHWEITZER 



CA • 0 I 0 °T 0 HO PJTAL 



CHAPTER THREE 

D 11• F E R I~ C E B ET \ V · ~ l \ \1 ll l T • 
PEOPLE l D BLACK PI!. PLE 

WHE I A 1 I A BO T \VITII 'Al IVE A ID GET TALK­

ing to thern, and the ' :isk n1e to tell thcrn wh. c is 
different in the white rnan's country frorn what it is 
here, I generally speak about three of the n1ost re­
markable chings. The I ospiral cn1ployees h vc all 
been with me at one tin1e or another when I have 
expatiated in ch is ' ay. Bue they are nc\ er tired of 
hearing it all over again, chat they n1. y wonder 
afresh and once 1norc add their con1n1cnrs. 

The first thing I relate is th. t in Euro1 there arc 
forest fires. This is beyond their im. ginacion. For 
here it is .so dan1p even in the dry season ch.n the 
forest can never c tch fire even if one docs ev r,, thing 
passible to set it alit,llt. The Africans cannot even 
succeed in bun1ing the tree which they fell in the 
course of the dry s ason to clear I.ind fo1 their plan­
cat:ions-tre which they have Jdt lying for 1nonth 
char the wood rn~ y get dry. The fl n1cs devour only 
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d1e sn1all and n1iddlc-sized branch . The large ones 
and the hug trunks arc only charred and lie in the 
plancation \vherc the ' fall. 

At che awrnills in this country, the owners , nd 
their cn1ployces mokc their hardest nd hake out 
their glowing pip into the sawdust. This is o 
dan1p chat chere can be no que tion of fire danger. 
So how can natives in1agine ch t fire rnay break out 
in European forest if anyone drops a burning 
n1acch? 

At last all chat is to be said on either side about 
chis curious ~1ffair has been discu ed, so I go on to 
tell chcn1 chat in Europe I eoplc row for pie sure a 
st temcnc followed by unconcrollc<l laughter. Then 
con1c the question , "\Vho order then1 co row?" 
" ~obody." 

0 But so1ncbody rnu t ive them a pres­
ent for doing it?" " •o, chey do it of their own free 
will, and for nothing, and often they row until they 
ar quite exhausted." 

The comnient on this second ubject arc endless. 
Even here it 111ay happen that the crews of nvo 
canoe chac arc ~oing up or down the river together 
r c each other for. certain discance. Bue th.it people 
get into a boat without wanting to go on a journey 
or being obliged to f onvard goods, nlerely in order 
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to w, and that the ' pend chcir lei urc ti1ne in 
practicing rowing i quice incompr hcnsiblc fo1 our 
Afric n . I don't act •npt co 1n ke cl~ r to d1en1 what 
port i . The conditions under which chey live in so 

n1any 'vay co111pcl thcn1 co use thdr ph ic l forces 
and rake excrci e to a greater xtent th. n the ' like, 
th t they c nn0t: under tand c: • II how people can do 

so except under cornpul ion. 
The third thing to cell then1 is that in Europe a 

man can marry \Vithouc: having to pay for his wife. 
ow, they d dare, thi cannot pa sibly be true. The 

Doctor i rnusing hiinself by n1aking gan1e of the 
poor black 1nan. 

\Voincn here are objc~rs of value. Fron1 the mo­

n1ent a girl i bon1, the famil ' calculate her value as 
capical. Frorn their youch up che narivcs are a':cus­
tomed to view things in this light. \\Then a whit 
lad ' bore t\•.'in daughters at the Ho pital and chc 
babi \\ere shown to the "boy:· he could find 
nothing better to say to the £ chcr chan, " 1ow 
ou're. rid1 rnan •• 
The whole life of the Afric n is governed by the 

mon , affair connected with m rri gc. l "o can1 he 

mc~u1s to purch sc a wife, from hi ixcccnch year 
onward he seeks an oppartunity co earn money. To 
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gain chis end, he n1ust of ten decide to leave his 
village. nd take a situation soincwhcrc under a white 
man. \\Thac he has put b ' afrer three or four years 
of 'this life is not nearly enough to pay for a wife. 
Th price den1andcd is u ually so high ch. c ic is n1ore 
chan a native can save by ten ,, eats of ' ork. So he 
marries on the hirc-pu hase sysccn1. His father, or, 
if he is no longer alive, an elder brother must help 
him with the first payn1cnt and undertake to be 
guarantee for 'the further insr.allmcnts. 

To secure a wife for their son, parents begin to pay 
inscallrncnts for a girl of only a fe,v y~1r . Ju t a I 
am ·writing this, a new nurse corncs to n1e to beg for a 
big payrnent in adv nee of his wages so that he rnay 
purchase , wife. In the course of conversation it 
oomes our chat the girl is nine years old I 1-Ie has 
already, son1c tin1c earlier, paid certain sum, but if 
he nnot keep up hi p yn1cnts, the girl will be 
promised to another. And then he will have great 
difficulty in recovering the 1noncy already paid, or 

t least son1e part of ic. 
The awkward thing is chat when a n1an rnarrics, 

he u ually cannot get a final dcfinit statement of 
wh t chc whole 11ricc is to be, nor c n he learn any­
thing definite abouc chc siZic of che inscallmcncs and 
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the dates on which the ' are due. Frorn the idc of the 
wife's fan1ily there begins a p c of queezing 
\vhich goes on for years. The f chcr of chc young 
won1an and his relativ have not the chief ay in 
this affair. TI1c girl belongs to her n1othcr and her 
n1othcr' brothers. I c is these th t gee the greater part 
of the 1none , . 

\Vhile the couple are livin on the best of tcm1s 

\Vith each other, there suddenly arrives a rncssagc 
from the fan1ily that the hu band is in arc ars ' ith 
his payn1encs and n1ust pay down so and so much 
befol'1c a ccrr.ain day, or his wife will be taken from 
him. l 'ow he run~ round co all hi friend and 
acquaint.anc to try to borrow the rcc1ui ice smn. If 
he is in the service of a white n1an. he goes to him 
·wid1 great l n1encations co beg for an adv. nee, which 
generally amounts to his wages for many rnonths 
ahe:id. If the white n1an is . gr cnhon1, he letS his 
heart be softened and grancs che rcquesc, very often 
with the result chat chc l 1cgro leaves his ser\'ice so 
as not to have to cam (he n1oney advanced. \\'hen 
one of n1y nurses goes about d.1y fter day with a 
gloomy focc and c. kcs no inccrcsc in his work, I 
know that he will be con1ing to n1c for an advance 
that he needs in order to keep his 'vifc. 
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l£ lhe hu~band succeed in making che payment 
dcn1andcd, he has peace for a time. If he could not 
produce chc tnoney, the wiie is taken fron1 him unril 
he has colic tc<l it. As a rule the won1an is stolen 
front hin1 \\'ithouc 'varning. She goes to chc river to 
f ecch 'vatcr and f ils co return. People who were 

lying in wait for her chcre cany her off in their canoe. 

How excited I was in in , early dnys in Africa 
when on entering the Hospital one n1orning I was 
rold chat a 111an had had his wife col n in che nighd 
I instituted a chorouO'h inv cig. cion, heard what the 
husband lud to ay, soughc ouc wirn scs 1 and tried 
to learn "ho mighc be uspecrcd, why he had carried 
off the won1an and whic:her he wa likd f to have 
taken her. But ic seenied co me chat chc nacivc.s wcr 
caking che afI ir lc.s cngically than I did, and were 
nor parcicul. rly anxious . bout chc face of the poor 
~colen won1an. 

Since then n1an , \ ornen h vc be n stolen from 
the ]o pit. I. But I rnakc no inv tigacion; I am 
content to express co the hu band • friencll , regret 
that he n1u c now take the croublc co find the rnoncy. 

T n1th dc111ands ch" t I should he~c observe chac if 
the wife's f n1il did nor p1occe<l in this '"a 1

1 in the 
majority of cases they would not get their due. 
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One of d1e day-I. bo~er ac the I o pie l, . nice 
fellow, carne one d y "ecping co n1e and informed 
me tbac wicked n1cn had con1c .. nd taken aw. y his 
wife. Though I was about co gee angry \Vith him, [ 
inquired how far he had goc wid1 Lhc pl 'ment for 
the \Vornan. Then it came out ·chat after the first 
installrnenc he had secretly rnoved fron1 .. g~c.at dis­
tance a vay co I 1nbarinc and sent no news home 
for five year . But his indignacion chat the relatives 
had now discovered his whereabouts an w re trying 
in the usu. I way to nrnkc hin1 pay the inscallmcn 
due, was perfectly sincere. 

If he los"-s his wife a n1an knows at once where co 
look for her. Sooner or later, he guics his work, and 
with d1e necessary cash undertakes the journey to her 
village. After a short cin1c he brings her home and 
lives happily beside her uncil the next payn1cnt is 
dc.n1anded. 

If there are children. chey arc carried off ' ich the 
woman. By the law in force a1nong primitive peo­
ples, children do not belong co the father, but co 
the n1ochcr and her brothers and uncles. 

I h. d a nice experience of such • n ff ir with a 
small chief who was :it n1y Ho pie.al suffering frorn 
an m1ury. \Vhen his wife disappeared, he wanted 
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co n1ake n1c liable because ic had happened on n1y 
land. He dcnianded con1pcnsation co che value of 
the won1an. At first I did not cake his demand 
seriously. buc: ftcrwards, nevertheless, I became un­
easy when several tin1 a day he got in my \vay 

and with increasing insolence dcn1 nded compcn a­
cion. I did not feel ciuite comfor~ ble at the nodon 

oE incurring the hatred of such a sav3gc as he \Vas. 

But one n1omin
0 

he appro;ichcd inc ·with a beam­

ing ~ rnile. The in tter wa cded. He had recovered 

his wife. The reL cions who had scolcn her had gone 
up the river and on chc third or fourth day had 
stopped for the nioht at village in which lived some 
of his friends. They in1n1ediaccly r lized what had 
happened, nd in ch cir tun1 scole the \VOrnan, p d .. 
died do\vn the river and early one n1oming chrcw 

her, cied up like a w lJ-packcd parcel, on co the 
Hospit. l hor , where the husband thereupon rook 

Po ses ion. \Vhen he had loosed her bond:, they 
lived togcrher aoain a if nothing had h ppcned. 

\Vhen che fa1nily of 41 wife send her a nles age to 
rhc cff cct that he has to return to thcn1 because an 
inst. llmcnc of chc purchase-mom: , ha not been paid 
up to time, he agr es without funh r , do, even if 
she loves her husband and finds ic hard to leave him. 
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She n1. k no resistance co che ab luction. She cakes 
rhe rig hes her fan1ily exercise O\ er her as n1attcr 

of cour . 
Even when the price has been paid in full, che 

fan1ily re~ ins the right to rec ive the wife i[ she h:is 
been badly treated by her husband and to keep her 
uncil chc hu band has appeared before her uncles and 
brothers co ~ender account and has paid the pcnalcy 
imPosed. 

Although among primitive tribes the wife is sold 
co che husband, her righcs arc better safegu rded 
than by che l ws of civilized peoples. She never 
ceases to be und r the proceccion of her family. 

Divorce is possible. buc rendered difficult for the 
wife by the fact chat i.n such a ca e her fon1ily must 
restore to the husband rhe whole of the money he 
has paid for her over a course of years. As the 
brothers and uncles have long ince spent their share, 
it is as a general rule so difficult to collect the nee -
sary sum d1at the divorce does not c. ke place. cvcr­
thelcss, I know cases in vhich the rel tiv s, b r gr c 
sacrifices, have collected what was needed to rnakc 
Po siblc the divorce of a worn. n who was unhappy 
with her husband. 

If a new suitor is at once found for the woman, 
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he ic is who h. s ro pay off the husb. nd, if he agrees 
co chc divorce. But he must pay dov.•n the whole 
sum at once. Payments by insc:alhncnt arc out of che 
question in such a case. 

le is scldon1 th~u the husband sc k5 for divorce, as 

that in"olvc.:s the loss of the 1noney paid for his wife. 
Even if he can show that she is the guilty parcy and 
::ifccr a lengthy palaver l portion of che purchase 
money is :i ., igncd for return co him, he i not sure of 
getting possession of it. For he holds no pledge by 
which he can excrci c pre ure on che dcbr.ors. He 

has but s1nall prospect of ever gcrting anything 
b:ick. 

The native wives make very arnple use of their 
righc to return to their families wh never they wi h. 
For a d1ird of the year ac lease 1ny n1alc nur c ~re 

grass-widowers. l·he wife t kcs the youngest chil­
dren with her and leaves the older ones with her 
husband. 

\Vhc.n their 'vi\'C.S are 3\ a ', m ' nurses have to 
cook for chcmsdvc , with the resulr th~ t they are 
in a bad rcn1pcr :ind neglect their duty. If I say I 
cannot under~tnnd how they an :illow uch a rhing, 

they shrug their shoulders and sin:iply ay, "Thar's 
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how things re with us. 11 They know th t it is no 
u.se r.1i ing any objection. 

In spice of these never-ending disputes berwecn 
che husband and his wife's frunily, in which the 
wifo rnust cake sides with her own people, rnarriages 
in chis country, so far as I can judge, are usually 
fairly happy. 

So for rny Africans ir is the most incr dible of all 
incredible things thac among white people a nlan is 
said co be able co marry vichout being exploited and 
cyrnnnized for years by his wife's fan1ily. I never dare 
co rncncion that in certain circumsc:ances a man even 
g ts rnoncy for taking a wife, because, if I said .such 
a ching, I should get the repucacion of being a liar. 

* 
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THE CONCEPl lON OF TAUOO PLAYS A GREAT PART IN 

che life of prin1icive peoples. T boo rnc ns that some­
thing rnusc be avoided because it will bring n1isfor­
tune nd death. How these taboo ideas originated 
Ii buried in obscurity. 

Thc~c :ire taboos which affect all people alike and 
taboos which only ~!Teet individu. Is. An1ong chose 
of general application, 3 great p3rc i played by chose 
a n1an has to obscrYc if his wife i expecting a child. 
Ainong the Pahouins he i prohibited fron1 eating 
flesh that has begun to smell ( whcl'1 s apart f ron1 
chis taboo, the natives unh sitatingly devour meat 
chat is already :ilmost putrid) , fron1 touchino a 
chan1clcon . fro1n filling a hole wich earth, froin driv­
ing in nails, fron1 being pre.sent at the cl.each of man 
or b st, fro1n having anything co do wich a corpse, 
from tcpping over a procession of driver ants and 
various other thing . 

In n1y c rly d y::; I was annoyed when men abscr 
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lucely refused co help carry the bier at I-10 pit:tl 
f uncmls. When ic was cheir turn, I tried co pcrsuad 
thecn with r~cscnts and by compulsion. 1l1crcupon a 
n1an would even f. ll on his kncc.s :ind beg n1c to let 
hin1 off. But incc I came to un lersrnnd into what a 

soul-conflict I plunged thc1n, I ha\'C only crnplo red 
volunteer to carry che dead :md h ve given chem a 

fixed reward. 

At the birth of a child the special taboos affecting 
it as an individual are usually disclosed by the father. 
In the belief of the natives he is not cxpr sing his 
own view for the child , but on the crengch of a 
revelation f ron1 the pirits of his ancestors is telling 
what it rnu t • void in order to be safeguarded against 
mi fortun and prc1nacurc death. 

The child learns what are chc taboos afit:cting it 
when it is old enough co count its five fingers. Such 
as it cannot understand at so early an age arc dis­
closed when ic has acquired the necessary power ,of 
discretion. 

There is nothing in human life that may not give 
occasion to a taboo. 

In the neighborhood of S inkita there Jived a 
\Voman whose taboo was that she n1ust never touch 
a broorn but do all her . vccping with her hands. 

57 



1 BOOS A1 1 0 1 C IC 

The caboo for a cert in young boy 'vas ch3t he 
niust nor be srruck on the right houlder. \Vhcn a 
white n1. n gave him a gentle p bee use he h:id 
ncglecccd hi worki che boy, co his atn zcinenc, 
thanked hirn. \Vhcn he a~ked the reason for this 
rcn1. rk:iblc behavior, the child ans,vcredt "l ch:ink 
you because you n1 eked rne on chc left shoulder. 
\ hacever would have happened, if you'd hit n1e on 

che right! It 
\Ve once had 3 man ac the lio pical whose taboo 

was thac he rnust not get a blow on che he d. If by 
accident anybody's hand ca1nc near his head, he had 
a fainting-fir. This we saw for oursel cs. 

During my first scay, a tragic c boo affair hap­
P ned ac Samkira. A boy ac che 1 :ission school there 
h d as hi taboo th t he must not ,cat plantains, and 
muse C\'Cn be carc1ul noc co cat any f out of 
ooking·pot in which plantains had been ookcd 

irnn1edi cely before. One day his schoolfellows told 
him ch c he h d eaten fish f ron1 Pot in '"hich 
there h. d b en fi rnains of plant in. l e w s imn1c­
di tely eizcd with crarnp nd died after few hours. 
A n1is ior ary who w. s present g vc me an account 
of chi f crplc. ·ing af:f. ir. 

J\nd I ha, c heard <p•ite rcli ble accounts of other 
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cases which ended wich che d th of the I rson who 
was burdened with the taboo. 

There arc women whose taboo is that if their first 

baby is a boy, either they or chc child rnusc die. 
It happened once that one of these worn en bore a 

girl, but in the judgrnenr of chc female rdatives who 
heard her first cry, it WlS like chc cry of a boy. I-low 
they came to make chi disrincrion about chc first 
cry of a newborn infant I could noc lc"1m. On the 
stren, th of wh t they said, chc inothcr assumed chat 
the child had been born as a boy and then changed 
into a girl. 10 amount of persuasion could dissuade 
her from this insane belief. So, as her con\'iction was 
that either she or the baby must die, she chose death 
for herself. From ,th c day she grew thinner and 
thinner until she \vas brought co the Hospital a 
n1cre skeleton. After a few days she died. So far as 
we could di. gnose it, her illness was entirely psychic . 
111 ongan. 

That nacives die when their taboo is outraged can 
only be explained by the assumption chat ns a result 

of their don1in cion by chc belief in t boo they are 
psychically 3ffcctcd in way beyond our i1nagina­
t1on. 

\Vhicc people who enjoy the confidence of Afri-
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cans can achieve sorncthing in such cases by their 
spiritual authority. fonsieur L. vignotcc, chc Dir c­
tor of the Protestant Mission pl ntation c San1kica, 
who is one of chc besc auchoricics on chc Pahouin 
world of the imagination-[ owe co hin1 much that 
I recount in chis book-ha ofrcn vcnn1red co inter­
fere, and not: unsucc fully. 

le happ ned that a won1an at Samkica whose caboo 
was that she must not be cn1ck on the back ri ceivcd 
a blow in chat 9uarcer in the course of a quarrel 
an1ong worncn in 'vhich she was taking } arc. She 
was at once seized by terrible spasn1s, by ~ hich her 
br ching also was syn1pathetically affected. 1on­
sicur Lavignotte was sumn1oned. f--Jc took her hand 
and ordered her co breathe properly, which . he nian­
:iged, chough only with difficulty. He h~ d hardly 
started to leave when she wa ag~ in near to suffoca­
tion. \\Then he had scayed with her for a long time, 
pr yed with her and ~ ·crcised all his I owcrs of 
pcrsu. sion, he overcan1c the delu ion to which she 
had fallen a victirn :ind che convul ions err. du. lly 
ceased. n che following d. , she h d several re-
l p which 1 ecessitated on icur Lavignotce's . . 
11ltc1 ·cru ion. 

Fron1 all I. could learn, the facal gencra1ly 
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run their cour c wich convulsions accompanied by 
breathing rroublc. I h vc nc\ er inyself h d the op­
Portunicy of observing such a case. 

The wom3n who suffered considerably under chc 
taboo that sh n1usr not couch a broorn w s also 
liberated from it b , 1on icur Livignottc. 

In a hort work on the world of in1agination of 
the Pahouins, he relates the 5tory of the cure of 

yingonc, che \\Oman whose t~boo was that she 
n1ust never see her rcAeccion either in glass or meral 
or wac r. 

IE she was r turning home from the pbnmdon 
wich a h ' 1 burden on her back and had to cross 
a screan1 by n1eans of a crce-crunk lying :icross it, she 
rnust not keep her c 'C on her feet as was necess.ary 
for safe crossing, because she n1ighc chance co sec 
her portrait in the water. If this did happen, she 
fainted and fell in. She had several cimcs been res­
cued frorn drowning. 

Ind pair over what .she had already suffered from 
this taboo, she came to 1onsicur vignott . 'This 
t boo,0 she said, ··is a drcaclf ul force. I can'c help 
being £raid of it. But I know coo that God, Whom 
you know nd preach, is stronger th:in Satan, in 
whorn we h vc hitherto believed. So with your help 
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I hope to gee rid of my taboo. \Vh n you have 
prayed wich inc, I sh II f rlcssly turn round the 
rnirror I hold in n1y hand and look at ruysclf in it." 

After the prayer, she had courage to do as she had 
aid. She looked in the glas for a Iona tin1e glo\ 'ing 

with happin s because nothing happened. \Vhcn 
at I. st she raised her eyes, she said to onsieur 
Lavignottc, "And co think I never knew how beauti· 
ful I am. . . . ,. 

The n civcs also suffer heavily under the belief 
chat a curse spoken by one person against :inocher 
i effeccive, and chat 111cn nd \VOn1cn po s the 
power of pref rino magic ag in c others. 

A cur utter d by f chcr is regarded 3 an 
active force. girl h'" d refused at the co1n1nand of 
her f ch er to give up the n1. n for \vhon1 he h d 
been dcs(incd from childhood in order to n1~ rry an­
other who h d ofTcre l n1uch more for her. There­
upon, the father, who neede l che monc ' co pay hi 
debt , bid on her the cur c th. t after h r n1 rri gc 
either she or the child he xp cted n1u c die. She 
gave birth to h lthy inf nc and in order that: ic 
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n1ight live resolved to die her If. Like d1c \\'Oman 
who h. d to£ ce the s.u11e alcern. ti\tC under a taboo, 
:ind had decided in the inc f hion, he died 
mysterious death frorn feebleness. The child was 
then brought co the l o pical and broughc up with 
a bot de. That is how I heard of the case. 

Years ago • n1i sionar ' here di covered chat ic is 
also ible to burden a person wich a curse without 
wishing co. As of ten before, he was obliged to rcpri­
n1and. senior pupil of the fission school on. ccount 
of his dis grecablc behavior to the other boys. In 
ang r he u ed the words, "You ,..,jl( always ha,·e a 

b:id character." 
Y ea1s later, the forrncr schoolboy can1c to him 

and co1nplained chat chc curse he h, d laid u_pon 
hin1 had made hirn an unh ppy 1nan. He had no 

longer had the courage nor the energy to become 
different bee use he felt thac this h d been made 
in1possiblc for hi1n. The mi sion ry. a1na2ed, asked 
hin1 what he 1n~ nt by saying he was under a curse 
uttered by hinlSdf. Then the native cold him what 
he h. cl s. id. \Vhen chc rni sionary explained that it 
wa ne\•cr 111canc as a curse, but was only a remark 

Rung out in nger, and that on the contrary he had 
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:ii ways wi hed ch t he would ch an e his character, 
he bee me quicc happy. As he aid ood-b ', he 
remarked that now he could really becon1c different 
man. 

* 

f n the belief of the n cives chere is power in a 
blcssin(')' jusr as in a cur . That i why they give the 
child the name of a per on fron1 whorn they expect 
for it , blessing, :ind wich whon1 they seek to bring 
it inco relationship. That is the obj cc when children 
bear not only the Christi< n n. n1c bur the whole 
name of a well-known missionary or papular official. 
The relationship given by the name develop it full 
efficacy, if chc person concen1cd \\'a ked for per­
mission to name che child fccr hi1n nd gave it. 
Then he him If ha given the child hi n n1e and 
with it hi ble ing. 

Ahcr a birth in the Ho pical, a \\On1an begged 
that her boy n1ighc be called Dr. All rt. The nurse 
Dominique ha called hi cwo d.u ht rs after two 
hell r nor in1ply Mathilde nd 4 rnn1a, but ~adc­
n1oisdle hthildc and 11 d n-1oi lie 4 rnma. 

It hap ns too ch:it the n me given is fo , lhc pur­
pose of ounte ctuig a taboo or n1 gic. 1£ we some-
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times see at the Hospital girls with boys' and boys 
with girls' name , we know chat the cau e is no n1crc 

' him, but th t th re is a a00<I reason. The mother 
had a taboo chat, if her first child were a boy, he 

1nust die. So when it actually turned out to be :.i boy, 
she gave hin1 girl·s narnc co circun1vcnt rhe c-aboo. 

Or a curse Jay uPon the expected infont if ic should 
be a oirl. So she gave her a boy's nan1e. 

A wo1nan 1 know had Jost several infant girls and 

ascribed their deachs to an evil spirit with power over 
her family. At her nc.:·t conflnen1enc, at the n1omcnc 
of the birth she cried, "\Vhac a beautiful boy I., In 
spite of the f ct ch. c rhe baby w s once more a girl. 
she gave it a boy's name and behaved in every way 
as if it \Vere ~ boy. She wanted co delude the evil 
spirit, which in her opinion had a prejudice against 

girls. And this child did indeed remain healthy and 

grow up to be a fine young \Voman. 
In the year 1935 we learnt a girl's n:in1c chat had 

nothing to do with taboo or 1nagic. \:Vhcn the doctor 

was n1=iking the entries on the card of a little girl 

brought as :J. p tienc by her n1othcr, and asked her 
nan1e, he was cold it was Crisis. In asconishrncnc he 

repeated the question. "Her name is Crisis," replied 

65 



TABOOS J\ ,D fACIC 

the n1other, .. because she was bom t che beginning 
of chc crisis. That'~ why we g vc her the narne." 

To ac in to th poss'!s ion of rnagical power , chc 
native pplie co a great fotich doctor, who gives hin1 
the r quired inscruction and rnak hiin p ss d1rough 
a progrc ivc s rics of initiacory rites. 

All gr~ t \Vork of 1nagic c n onl , be effected by 
the crifice of a hun1an life. \Vh t number of 
people used co be rnurdcrcd in chi councry because 
hunter wanted a powerful ju.ju for their dcphanc 
huntin I In all the big fetich which I have seen 
because chc ' h:id been giv n up to the n1issionaries 
by Christians, ther~ h s always be n a piece of 
hun1 n kull. 

It happened by no me ns sddon1 that the fccich­
doctor revealed co the p rson who wanted a charm 
th. t in order to g t it he 1nu t kill :i near r L tion. 
And he g ncrall ' added chat if the rnurder were not 
accornpli hed the applicant hin1self n~u t d ic. 

1 ny year 3go a young n1an \\ cnt co his home 
village for the purpose of kiUing hi f ther in order 
to sc urc a ju.ju. 1"he father sus1 t d the fC3Son for 
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his coming. In the night he got up and houced 
round the villag 1 "There is soincone among u who 
\vane to kill tne Bue h re is somebody who is 
stronger ch n he "The ne. ·r day the son took r fuge 
at . 1i ion Station, nd not long after he died. 

1\nocher young n1an wanced to becornc the pilot 
of a big riv r- t mer. Like a re: I vagc, he never 
thought th c u t he would h, ve ro rv his time 

as a ailor and then bccon1e a really g . s is~ nt 

pilot. e thou ht he only needed pawcrful fccich. 
l''o obc.ain chis, demand was rnadc lhat he should 
kill hi n1ocher, but he could not decide to do that. 
1 hen ic becan1c dear to hin1 that he himself n1usc 
perish, and he actually did fall ill and die. Before 
his death, he conf sed co his 1noc.hcr whac he had 
thought of doing. 

onsicur vignotee heard from an old P~ houin 
a ho1riblc story about a fccichisc who wichout inccnd­
ino it brought about hi own death by his magic. 

A man who \Vas ver , ugly nd very wicked could 
not find wife. is uncle 3nd cider brothers-his 
father 1nust have been already d~d-would not buy 
one for him becau c the , did not like hin1. Com­
pletely embittered, he turned to n1 gic in order to do 
harm to his f 1nily. He did not even shrink from 
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paisoning some of his rel tions but was cunning 
enough co divert suspicion to ochers an1ong chem. 
Thus he broughc n1isfortune on the whole fan1ilr, 
without their being able to pro\'e anyd1ing :ig:iinsc 
hin1, indeed without an ,bod ' in1agining chat he was 
at the bottom of anyching that h ppcncd. 

Ar last he poisoned even one of his brother . 
\Vhcn the period of mourning was ac an end, the 

family oathcrcd co decide to whorn che wife of the 
dead man should now belono. \ hen it '''as left to 
her co choose • s she 'vould among the brothers, ~he 
declared chat he loved the ugly one and 'vishcd to 
be his wife. I--ie was no less pleased than astonished 
at her decision. l low he h, d g ined wife without 
h:iving had to pa ' for her, seeing that he lr , d , 
belonged co the family. She w s very dc,•oted to hin1 
and he li"ed happily with her. 

Aft r orne rime she beoged his pern1i ion to visit 
a brother in a discant village as she had new that he 
\Vas ill and \vished to nurse him. Vhen, after a 
short absence, she rerurned, he cold her husband 
she fo,•cd hirn so much that she could no longer bear 
the separation. J\t the sa1ne tirne she be~g d him co 
prepare a big ju-ju against the 1nan guilty of her 
brother's illness. In n1any cases primici\'e people 

68 



T BOO A 'D 1 GIC 

accept no natural cause for illn and death, buc 
believe thc.n1 due to 1tnagic anploycd . gainst the per­
son concerned. 

A he had complete confidence in his wife, the 
n1an admitced co her-a f ct he h d hithcrro kept 
secret-chat he had indeed acq uir d great powers of 
magic. He begged her co procure for hin1 any lirdc 
portion of the man she believed the originator of her 
brother's illness. She gave him a few hairs, saying 
they were his. 

For to prepare a pawerful ju-ju against a person it 
is nee sary, the prirnicivc people believe, to h vc a 
sn1all partion of his body, however tiny it may be. 
For fear of bccon1ing the prey of a fctich-doccor, 
'"'hen such people cut their hair or their n:iils, they 
arc very careful to pick up all ch:ic falls and destroy 
it. They believe that if the ciniesc little bit of the 
body is struck by magic, ic affects the v.'holc person. 

The man prepared 'the ju-ju with the hairs his wife 
had gi en hin1. His mechod was to paur a fluid, 
mixed to the accompaniment of rnagical rites, along 
wich the hairs into a large nail-shcll 1 and chcn put 
chis on the fire. The efficacy of the magic would 

1 Tnnsluor's note: A very large mail·shdl, some i inches 
Jong, is oommon in hmch Equ:uorial Afri . 
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declare ic:.self when the fluid should boil over and 
put out the fire. The life of che inan would be 
cxtingui hcd like rhc fire. 

"The ccremon , misc:irricd several tin1cs bec3use the 
sn3il-shell cracked in the fire before the fluid began 
to boil. The Ictichi c was n1uch surprised 1 and ob­
served to his wife chat the man n1u t hin1 elf have: 
great magical power . At bst, at the ninth repeti­
tion, the nail-5hcll remained undamaged. The Huid 
boiled over and cxcingui hed che ire. In rriu1nph the 
fetichisc informed chc woman ch~ t 311 was over \vi th 
the life of chc man he wished co kill. "'fhcn he 3tc 

and drank and lay down to rest. During the nighc 
he uddcnly felt very ill. bee. rnc n1catly cxcit d nd 
died next day. 

\\Then the pcri.od of n1our'.nino was over, the 
won1an called together the n1crnber of the family 
and addrcs cd them: " I killed your brother. I-le was 
guilcy of the dc~lth of my first husband \\ hon1 I 
greatly loved. I knew that he h. d nn1rdcr d hirn by 
poi.son co bring n1isfonunc on chc fan1il 1. To :ivengc 
my elf, l bccan1c chc wife of che murderer. suspect­
ing ch t he w:is ::i Po'\ crf ul fctich-doccor. I g3incd his 
fa\'or and hi confldcncc and n1adc use of them co 
make hirn prep. re the 1nagic for his own dcach. The 
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hair I g ve hirn were his own. So I h ve I in a rnan 
of your fan1ily. I belong to anochcr cl n, and n1 

entirely in your hands. Do wich n1c s scen1s good 
II co you. 

~rhcn the n1cn1bcrs of chc f.tmil 'an wcrcd, "You 
have killed a 1nan of our blood. Bue at the san1c time 
'OU ha•:c freed the fa111ily front wicked n1agician. 

So hence.forth we reoa~d you as one of ourselves. You 
arc free and n live with us, or, if you like, you c n 
return co your home.,, 

Up co now the woman had only been a n1cmbcr 

of chc f mily b ' n1arriage. She was not fr c. Ahcr 
the death of the second husband, che farnily 1nighc 
have again allotted her in rnarriag . By surrendering 
this righc and allowing her to do s she pleased, chey 
were showing her great favor. 

Of course t:he fcrichist did not die of his own 
curse, but of poison adrninistcred by the woman 
af tcr the CCliemony. Bue she rnadc hi1n pr pare rhe 
ju-ju against himself in order co be cen in that chc 
paison would be , ffeccive g inst a n1an of his super­
natural powers. Ocherwisc she would not have dared 
co 3ttack hin1. 

* 
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\Vhilc we are accustomed co ascribe the death of 
a person to natural causes, pnmicivc people a 
inclined co explain ic as due to che influence of 1n gic 
c rcised against him. That is \vhy the rel tivc.s of 
a dead man in so many cas gard ic s their ducy 
oo make investigation imn1edi tdy afcer chc burial 
as co \ ho originated the magic co which he fell a 
victim. To chis end chcy have recour to a fecichisc, 
' ho clain1s co discover chc guilcy parties by n1agical 
rices and then compeh thcn1 co drink a poisonous 
beverage he has prepared. If the poi on cake effect, 
they arc recognized as guilt ', 3nd if ics effccr.s arc 
not fotal , they are put co de ch in some other way. 
It is because their services arc so oft n rc9uisicioncd 
when people die and everybody is liable to become 
ch ir prey~ that the fccich doctors possess such ter­
rible pawer :imong d1c Afri ns. 

Du Chaillu oivcs an imp sive description of a 
crial of this kind in early tin1cs in the ccounr of his 
tra\'d in the country south of the Ogowc which 
appeared in 1861.1 

In 3 villaa · called. Goumbi he found a young 
native, with whon1 he was on f ricndl , tern1s

1 
lt the 

1 Du 01aillu, Exp1tm1t1ons 1md Adt1miures m Equ4tari.IJ 
A/ric•, London, 1861. 
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point of death. He was cnQicatcd co help hin1 with 
his n1edicines, but was obliged to explain th t it was 
in1possible to save him. On the very day he was 
buried his relations began co inquire who could be 

ponsiblc for his death. They refused to believe 
that chis young man, who had been perfectly well 
only a few ,..., cks before, could have died from any 
ocher cause than magic. They sent for a great fecich­
ist from the interior, and for two days and n o nights 
he was busy \Vi th his ccr monies. On rhe third day, 
when he saw that the people were now in a sratc of 
the great t c ·cicemcnr and all alike, young and old, 
n1cn and women, full of the thirst for vengeance 
against the supposed originator of the f tal cha.rn1, 
he assembled them in che village square and per­
formed the final rices by which at lase the names of 
the guilcy wer to be discovered. In vain du Chaillu 
tried to stop the horrible event which was in prepara­
cion. His word had no effect on the people, although 
as a nilc they recognized his auchoriry and willingly 
followed his advice. He wa con1pcllcd to acquiesce 
in being an impotent onlooker ac the friohc!ul scenes 
anticipated. 

A .sign from the fctichisc put an end co the shout­
ing and tumult of chc ~ ·ciccd crowd. In the deathly 
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silence which followed, his stridenc voice w. heard, 
ying that in a ccr in hut " there liv very dark-

kinncd worn n. She it was th c wrought rnagic 
against i f'Po1no." The~ upon the mob ru hed to 
the hut with howl of rage and seized a oirl nan1ed 
Okandaoa, the si ter of Adoum:i, du Chaillu's f ith­
f ul ervant. Th y dt'3gocd her to the bank of th 
river and bound her. \ hen she caught siohc of 
du Chaillu, she cried in desperation, .. Chally. 
Chally, don't lee n1e die!u Ovcrwhelined by ccno­
cion, he cu1ncd his head aw '· ·or one n1on1ent he 
had chought of plunging into che 1nidsc oI the 
raging crowd to snatch way th viccim, but he 
was ar once obliged co renounce the project as 
complecely hopd s. So he rerir d behind a tree, 
shedding bite r tear :it being conden1ned co in-
cnv1cy. 

Again, after an appe I frorn the f tich-doccor, 
there ' as con1plcc llcncc. The harsh 'oicc \\' 
heard once rnore, " In ch c hut over thcr live an 
old woman. She too h p r teated m gic against 

' Pomo." Ser ighrwa ' the n1ob da hcd in chc di­
rection indic ccd and eizcd on a r ccablc old 
won1an, ::t relative of Quengez.a, the hicf of the 
whole district. She f ced her ass;iilants with pride. 
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"I will drink:' s~ id he, "but if I fail co die
1 

woe 

co those who have accu d mel" She too was drngged 
co chc river bank and bound. 

For the third cim there was silence. For the chird 

time the fecichi t screamed ouc, "A woman with 

ix children lives on a plantation co che cast. She 

as v. ell practiced magic against 1'Pomo I" Again 

the crowd rushed off nd dragged up a sbve of 
Quengeza who was of cry good repute .u1d ,..,, s an 

acqu intance of du Chaillu. 
Thereupon the fecichisc st pped up co the bound 

prisoner and standing in che rnid c of che people 

announced 'vhy they h d rcsoJved on the death of 

1'Pomo by n1agic. Okandaga was 3ngry with him 

because a few weeks before he had ref used her rc­
qu c for sorne alt, of which there wa a rcicy. 

The rel tive of Queno za had cone ivcd :i hatred of 

f'Pomo because he hnd child~cn and she h d no 

descendants. Quengeza,s I ve had once a kcd 

1'Pomo for a n1irror and he h d refused ic. For 

chese reasons they h d de ired his dcscruccion. Each 

of chcsc r vdacions wa ccornpanied by wild howls 

from the mob, in vhich even lhc fi bcion of chc 

ccuscd joined. Anyone who failed to make known 
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his indignation ' ith sufficient vehemence ran che 
risk of incurring uspicion himself. 

The three won1cn were immediately conveyed t0 

a canoe. and the fccich doctor and a number of armed 
men cook their placc.s in it. Other canoes filled with 
armed nlcn drew along idc it. 

To the accompanin1cnt of the tan1-cam the fctich­
isc prepared the bevcnge for the ordc l. Quabi, the 

elder brother of chc dead rn:in, held the cup. The 
unhappy women were in curn forced co drink. Each 
tin1e the people cried, "If chcy arc witchc , the drink 
shall kill them! If they arc innocent:, it shall not 
harm them!., All three were unable to stand upright 
after drinking, but sank to the ground. The head 
of each one was immediately cut off. \Vhcn rhc third 
had been decapitated, all the arn1cd men Aung them­
.sdves on the bodies and cut thc1n into a chou and 
pieces which they Aung into the ri\' r. Then all the 
people returned to the: \'ill. gc . nd recir d into their 
huts. There was an uncanny .scillncss about the 

place. Over and over again in recent time villagers 
had be n sacrificed in this way. 

In the evening du Chaillu' s ·rvanc Adouma came 
to him. H ving been con1pclled not only to join in 
witnessing then urdcr of his .sister, but to shout with 
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the rnob in the choru of rage, had caused him 
frightful uffcring. His rnasr r cndea ·orcd to com .. 
fore hir11. I-le spake co hin1 of God, \Vho loathes .11 
cruelty. uOh, Chally," said the poor African, ''when 
you go b ck to your country, cell the people there to 
send people to teach us poor ignorant beings the 
words that come frorn the rnouth of God." 

In ch c day the \vitch..doctors can no longer 
excrci c their power with the s inc publiciry as for­
merly. Bue a the belief that illnc ses and deaths can 
be brought about b , rn gic is far fro1n having been 
rooted out, it happens again and again chat people 
are accused of being guilcy of one or another case of 
sickness or death. Only these trials in which the 
fetichisc still continues to play his part re no longer 
held publicly but in sccn:c. And che poor victim of 
this cruel supcrslition is no longer simply rnurde.red, 
but lose his life in a staged accident or is removed 
by paison. 

In the c.asc of every death at the if-Iospital I try 
co e= ·pt in the causes to the rdacivc . uc I d re not 
decei c myself into thinking that they always belie c 
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my information, and I must alw1ys reckon wid1 the 
pos ibilicy, especially in cases of sudden deach, that 
they will not let me re.strain them from the search 
for the originator of the C\'il magic. 

1 remember an affecting scene ac my Hospital 
during my first tour. There had been brought to me 
a man with severe blood-poisoning which had -r:u-ted 
in a sn1all wound on the back of his head. From the 
very beginning I had cold the inen who had come 

with him that dc:uh could not be :ivertcd. As best 
I could I tried co explain to them how the miserable 
condition of the sick man and the terrible s'velling 
of the head and neck had been caused by that little 
injury. They listened as if chcy were absent-minded. 
\\1hcn dcach had come, chcy talked e.:·cicedly with 
a young n1an among then1. I learnt fro1n rny 
nurses, who had overheard che discu sion, that they 
had bmughr hin1 with them by force, because to 
hin1 they 3trributcd the guile of the mants de3th. 
Some tin1c previously he had been incautious enough 
to relate co one of hi~ acquaincanc chat in a dream 
he h. d dragged the dead 111.in, with whon1 he lived 
on excellent ccrrn , behind hin1 with a liana which 
he had cwisced round his neck. \Vhcn he became 
seriously ill, the r lations ar once eizcd this young 
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rnan nd told him that if che other died, he would 
be put co death, because through the dr m h had 
bcrrn 'ed him 1£ as his wicked c11cn1y who w:intcd 
co kill him by n1agic. From their point of view, the 
dr rn w s in icself a kind of ff1agic. \\1hcn I went 
our, and wid1 che help of the nurse 3S interpreter 
endeavored to c:alk them out of cheir n1aclnc.ss, threat­
ening them s w II rh c I would d nounce them to 
the District Officer, if any harm wcr done co the 
young 1n n, they said there was no question of his 
being m de respansible for die death of che ocher. 
For a mon1cnc I had to leave them co sec to a man 
who was very ill. \\Then I can1e back, the' were 
alre dy in a c noc on the river with the corpse and 
the accused n1an. As I knew neither their names 
nor the name of their village, I could do nothing. 

\Vh n the 'vicch..doccor is busy wich his rices for 
finding ch guilcy p rson, he is, of course, guided by 
whac he is cold of possible enemies the sick or dead 
m n n1ay have had. But also he often m 'kes use of 
the case to wreak vengeance: on people co whom he 
personally ' ishes ill. 1oc seldom he practices black­
m ii. \Vbcn he conden1ns somebody co go through 
chc ordeal by drinking. he c ·pcccs thac the family 
will sec~cdy bring him prcsen to per uade him 
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only co mix so little poison in the drink that the 
accused will be none the worse for it. 

In n1any cases fctich-doccors in the pursuit of chcir 
horrible c311ing sincerely believe chat they can iden­
tify chc right victims on chc strength of chc rules 
of their profession. Although rhcrc is n111ch decep­
tion about their work, they arc not merely imPostors. 
They arc convinced chat through chose who initiated 
chem they c..1mc into pos ession of effective ceremo. 
nies :ind secrets and that chey can control supcr­
narurJI power . 

The st.1mping our of the accivici of the fecichiscs 
is made nu1ch harder by the fact that as a nde it is 
impossible to establish their identity. fost of the 
natives know hardly =inyching :i.bout chem. They do 
not :ippc.,r in public, but ren1ain hidden. The people 
who require cheir services go to chem by night. The 
Africans keep to chcm:sclvcs wh~u they know ;ibout 
a witch-doctor. If they were to bctr:iy anything, chey 
would have to 1nake up their minds to lose their lives 
and would be got out of chc way in one fo "hion or 
another. As long as the Africans arc dominated by 
superstition, the position of chc fctichi cs remains 
unshaken. 

Recently I learnt afresh how greatly the natives 
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arc influenced by their belief in magic. A simple 
licclc surgical opcr3tion, involving no d ngcr what­
ever, \Vas co be perforn1cd on a \\'On1an. But when 
she was to cornc co che theater she beh vcd as though 
she were in despair and rried to run a\vay. Her 
husband cntricatcd n1c not to do nyching, and no 
an1ount of pcrsu sion could caln1 hin1. Seeing how 

readily the nati\'cS usually decide in fovor of opera­
tion, the condu t of both seemed to n1c .so extraor­

dinary chat I uspecced something in the back­
ground. Then in a prolonged talk with the husband 
I Jeamc the reason of r:hc:ir fcnr. Two men who 
wished ill to him and his wife had inade a charm 
according to which the wife n1ust die if she were in 
any way cur with a knife. Ir: ,-.·as only with great 
difficulcy chac I succeeded in pcr.suading him ncver­
chdess co allow surgical intervention. A few days 
lacer the wonian, cured , was able to tra\•el home. 

* 

So the natives who cornc co us for crcauncnt at 
the Hospirnl ofccn cherish choughcs of which we 
have no conception. As the resulc of a taboo, 3 curse. 

or an cnchancrnent, they arc in a ~tatc: of ~piritual 
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distress chat is hidden from u . \\That brought thc:m 
to us was not so much c.hc expectation of che care 
they would find as the need of bcin somewhere 
where chc sinister forces of which they fdt them­

.selves the victims would be unable to operate. Even 

the natives \ ho are still completely involved in the 
old beliefs are for the mo c pare convinced that on 
che land of the 1ission Sracion and on chat of chc 
Hospital, ca.boos, curses, and n1agic arc without 
effect. 

By no means rare are chc ca in which people 
urge that a sick man f ron1 chcir village .should be 
brought to the Hospi l for f car thac if he dies chcy 
may be suspect d of having practiced f cal n1agic 
against him. suaJly they arrive Jong with his rela­
tions. Even if the p:iticnt should die at che Hospital, 
d1ey can chcn :irguc that this is not the result of the 
m gic suspected, for in this place n1agic would have 
become ineffcccive. Of course, such p ople do not 
tell us the re.al reason why they have come to us 
with the sick per on, buc some in1cs we discover it 
through so1nc side-channel. 

Only we alway regret thac our patients can so 
seldom m. kc up their minds to Ice us undcr5und the 
misery in their souls. If only they would, how much 
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n1ore we could in n1an , cases help them. Psych~ 
therapy to supple1nenc purely n1edical ttcatmcnc is 
often much mor · neccs ry nn1ong s \'ages than 
among white people. 

* 

T \vins arc the object of superstitious ideas co a 
quite peculi r degree. It is quite universal for their 
binh to be rcga~ded as a mi fortune for the family 
and the village. Among many of the tribes of chis 
region it w s formerly the custom to kill the cwins 
immediately after birch. It was believed that other~ 
wise the cnother must die> or d13t, if she lived, she 
could bear no n1orc children and misfortune would 
come upon the village. 

\Vhcre the twins were allowed to live, they were 
believed co be specially chreacencd by evil spirits. To 
protect themselves from these, they have ro observe 
many rules not incumbent on ocher people. 

Among the Galoas, the ancient inhahicanr of the 
Lambarenc di trice, twins must still be recognizable 
as such by their n:unes. All twins therefore always 
bear che :same nan1cs. The fir tborn, ' hcthcr ic be a 
boy or 3 girl, is called \Vora and the second Y eno. 
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A(cer chc birch the mochcr is the object of many 
ceremonies and for a long time n1ust not leave her 
hue. because ic affords her the best proceccion against 
evil spirics, by which she is threatened as the 1csulc 
of the birth of ~'ins. 

As soon as the cwins C3n walk and are able co 
lea\'C chc neighborhood of che hur1 great ceren1onics 
are held to withdraw them from the innucncc of the 
evil spirits which mighc ensnare chem. Th c and 
oth r f civiri ~ arranged 011 account of rhc t\vins are 
a heavy cost co the parents because they have to 
entertain for seven! days the hosr of relations and 
f ricnds who attend. 

1·he mother must take unceasing pains co crcat 
the two children in exactly che me wa '· Thus, for 
example, she cannot dispose chen1 for the night jusc 
as she feels inclined, but muse sleep lying on her 
back with one on each side of her. She nlust also 
be careful chnc: she gives one exactly the san1e to cac 
as she gi\'cs the other, and dresses both cxacdy alike. 
If vi itors come and bring pr scnts for the children, 
.she muse not give this to one and that to the ocher, 
but nn1st gi\'c alike to borh. 

lr i noc permissible for the twins to mlrry ar 
different tinlcs. They n1ust celebrate their \vcddings 
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on the san1e day. Ev rychin is particular! , compli .. 
c. red when they arc of different sex. Unless thc.sc 
marry at the san1c time, ,. here the scricc custon1 is 
follow d, chc one who remains single must forever 
renounce the prospect of n1 r iagc. He or she is not 
free to n1arry beer than the other. 

If one of the twins should die~ the ocher muse 
noc sec chc body, nol be present ac d1c buri I, buc 
muse scay in the hue for a long tin1e. A series of 
ceremonies takes pl cc later co enable him co con­

tinue co live. l~c is re lly suppascd to have died and 
been buried at the same time as the other. 

All chc beliefs and customs which 3ffccc twins 

really re.st therefore on chc idea chat they form only 
a single personality. 

Such i<le s h ve even a-rearer force among the 
Pahouins, who have migraccd from chc interior, and 
have preserved prin1itivc conceptions till bcrter. 
than among the Galoas. U one of the t\vins is ill, 
ic is the ocher who receives creat.mcnt. I know of a 
case where twin died of a sev re • cc~ ck of malaria, 
because it was not itself, buc chc other child, who 
had to S\v:illow all the quinine whi h the n1ission­
ary' s wife h d prescribed and given for it. 

There used co live in the discricc of Sarnkica a 
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woman who n1ade h r hu.sband' s life a burden be­
cause she \\'as consmntly worrying about the healch 
of her rwjn brother living :it a distance. If she had 
a headache. she regarded it as a sign char the brother 
was seriously ill, :ind de1nandcd her husband·s pcr­
n1ission to cravd to him in order chat she might 
kno\v what medicine he required and cake it for him. 
At last her husband could do nothing else but con­
.sent to the divorce she de5irt.:d in order th3t she 
might ah\'3y.s be ne1r her brother and be nursed in 
his .st d. 

If a death occurs in a Pahouin viHagc in which 
cwins :ire li\•ing, they muse: rem:iin secluded in their 
hue and submit co rites to protect them against the 
evil spirits guilty of the death of the fcllo\• -villager. 

Among the Pahouins, if one of the twins dies, a 

series of n13gic rites and ccrcrnonics arc required so 
that the survivor n1ay be separated from the other 
with whom up to now he had formed a single pcr­
sonalicy, in order that for the remainder of his li!c 
he may be able to lead an independent existence. 
l£ these rites arc neglected, he, coo, in the belief of 
the Pahouins, muse die. Of cou1se, the fotich-doctors 
have an interest in preserving these beliefs, because 
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the pcrforn1ance of rhc ric s bring th m in a aood . 
mcomc. 

Seeing that twins ha\'e no full, individual person­
ality of cheir own, the P houin do not regard chem 
as norn1al human beings. So they arc allowed a 

greater m asurc of consideration than ordinary peo­
ple. It is cenerally :issumcd that they h vc ba 
characters, bur cannor help themsch cs in chis 
mace r. If somebody is \'ery irascible, it is usual co 
inquire whether he happens ro be a t vin. [f he 
answers chat he is, no resentment is felt against him. 
Custom commands char everyone should put up 
with the bad tc1nper of c vins with patience. 

An1ong the Pahou in · C"tnd ocher rac as well, 
twins ar forbidden to look at a rainbow, for ir is 

regarded as a sign of mi fortune, and when it ap­
pears the whole village is in state of an.·iccy. As 
twin are regarded as beings who m y act ch mis­

fonun co chem elves and their surroundings, they 
muse remain hidden from che rainbow. In cMlier 

tim it often happened thac: if a r inbow appeared 
in the ky when nvin had just been born, they were 
put to death at chc bidding of the witch-doctors in 
order to avert misforcunc that ducat ncd the village. 
And even co-day, among cribcs who arc still in the 
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Possession of quite primitive ideas, when a rainbow 
appears or there is an eclipse of che sun or rnoon the 
mother of newborn t\\'ins is in fear for their lives. 

Anyone who has once pcnecratcd into the imagi­
nary world of prirnitivc rn. n, and knows on-1cthing 
of the sc. re of fc. r in which people may live when 
they bclic\'c in taboos, un voidable curses and :ictivc 
ju-jus, c. n no longer doubt that it is our ducy to 
endeavor to liberate then1 fron1 chesc superstitions. 

Everyone who is ' 'at chc front" knows how diffi­
cult it is to carry on chis war. These conceptions have 
such deep roo s in the world-view and rrad icions of 
primitive people chat they arc nor: easy co eradicate. 

In the c:yes of the Africans, the f cc chat individ­
uals scilJ perish by trespassing against their caboos, 
by curses of which they are the vicrims, or by magic 
co which they arc cxpcscd is a proof of ..che cruch of 
their ideas which it is not casv co concrovcrr. It 

.I 

is difficult indeed co make them understand th. t 
in thc.sc c .scs the events are determined by p ychical 
conditions. 

When natives in :ill good f ich assure us chac they 
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have attained to freedom from such ideas, they arc 
by no n1eans alw. , reall , so ::idvanc d. The ideas arc 

still subconsciously present and with . ny provoc3cion 
may con1c co life g in. 

In our cnde \ 'Or for the piric:ual libcr:ition of the 
Africans we find ourselves in a tragic pasition due co 
the revival of superstition in Europe. 1l1is uncxpect­
cdl , indicates primitive superscicion. The cgrocs 
who r d ncwsp pers know fro1n cliesc chat there a.re 
also white men who believe in supcm cural pawcrs 
which man cn1ploys in his service. They spread the: 
news out here and c:ikc us to c sk about it. 

And in nddition the Africans ace n1adc acquainted 
with the new forn1s of upcrstition cross the sc: s by 
Europeans who n1ake trade of offering their serv­
ices in prospect 1.scs sent by Post. By the numerous 
lccc rs of this kind sent co m\' n1ale nurses I can form 

~ 

son1e conception of the extent co which chis ploita-
cion is c rried on. Probably every one of men1-and 
one and another mofic ch n once-ha senc hi 
month's wages ro Europe to receive in exchange his 
horoscope or a lisrn n. Forn1crly chcy came to ask 
rne to send chcir n1onc:y for thcn1, bur since they 
know I forhid the practice, they apply co .someone 
else. 
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Some time ago one of n1y nurse brought me a 

cypi=d lecccr in which an . strologcr cold hin1 ch:ic 
rcccndy1 in an hour of meditation, he had felt im­

pelled co concern hi1n.sdf with his case. In chis way 

he had discovered something of great in1port:i.nce to 
hin1, which he would communicate in return for a 

ccrrain sun1 of money. The Negro scood before me 

cren1bling wich pride and excicemenc because a \vhite 

man at a di.seance had been chinking about him. 
\\Then I expbincd co hin1 that the n1 n w~s a ra cal 
who had sent the ame Jcctcr co man ' other natives, 

he could not understand. He believed I grudged him 
the honor chat had come his way and the happiness 
th. c by before hin1. le is pretty ccrt:iin that he sent 
the money sccrcdy. 

Various enterprises of chis nanire in various 
Europc3n countric h:i\'c the 3ddrcs cs of my black 
nurses and n1any orher natives of che L1rnbarcnc 

area. 

The f. cc chac in .. uropc a frivolous g:.me is pl ycd 
with super ticion consrirutes a grave danger for the 

prc:scigc of the whicc man among the Africans. 

* 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

HOSPITAL S'l RII!. J\ SCE ES 

OURI 'C 1Y FIRST STAY J,' AFRICA, I ORO · R ·D A SET 

of f lsc teeth £ron1 an impression I had tak n for a 
dear old a tcchisc of the Proccscanc 'ission who had 
not a coo th icf t. The dentist in Europe who n1 de ic 
was kind enough only co charge for the materials 
used. So the good old 1nan got a cheap sec of teeth 
which fitted foirly well. But after son1e cirnc he c.imc 
to see rue again and sulkily asked for hi n1oney 
back, saying he was not: satisfied with the teeth. I 
cxnn1ined them and found nothing 'the n1att r, for 
they did not press on hi gums at any point. I \\. s 
rather surprised at his dcn1and, and a ked wh t he 
had co compl. in about, when he replied, "The new 
teeth do not f1t as firmly as the old ones." 

For n1onth he persecuted n1c with the demand 
for the rccurn of his n1oncv. , 

* 
* 
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A young girl had a malignanc abscc s on her eye 
and Dr. Gold.schmid had to remove chc eye. After 
some cime she was given a glass eye ordered from 
Europe. It ficccd wdl 3nJ che child quickly got ac­
customed to wearing it. The parents, who ·were with 
her ac the Hospital, expressed greac sJ.cisfoccion ch:it 

she \Vas no longer disfigured by the wane of an eye, 
and Jlso expressed their gratitude because they 
would afrcr all be able co :tsk chc full price \\•hen 
they gave her in niarriage. \Vhen they were about 

to ke the girl home, the mother led Dr. Gold­
schmid a.side and said, "But now cell me one thing 
more. \Vhcn will the child be :iblc to sec with the 
new eye:?,. 

* 

A sick white man h3d pa~sed several weeks with 
us at the Hospital. When he had le.fr, ic app arcd 
that che clinical thcrmon1cccr \t..·as n1is ing fron1 his 
room. We wondered whether he had accidentally 
packed it with his things, or whether his boy had 
thrown it away to prc:vcnt the discovery char he had 
broken it. 

Every white patient brings his boy with him to 
clean his room and serve him. 

92 



IIOSPI J\ ORI I~ Ai D SC 1 l
1 ES 

Three w cks lacer I inet the \1hitc n1an over :it 

n1baicnc ... I h vc son1cthing to give back co you," 

he said and opening his tin c:runk he fetched out 
the them1on1ec r. Then he cold n1 how it came 

:ibouc thac we had lose ic. On che evening after his 

~etun1 hon1c, his boy id to hitn, .. Don't forget, sir, 

to take the 1ncdicine under your arm, so that you 
inay keep wcll:' u\Vhat do you n1ean?,, "The glass 
medicine chat shines." "Ah." said he, "the thcr-

1norncted But we ha\'c none here." "Oh, yes," .said 

the boy, .rwe'vc got one," and proudly produced the 

chermomcrer fron1 a liccle cardboard box. He h d 

seer tly brought it with him ouc of solicitude for 

his n1a.stcr. 

* 

Dr. Anna Schmitz had performed an operation 

for cataract on an old won1an who W3S still a regular 

savage. \Vhcn d1e pacicnt felt a burning sensation in 

her eye on the following day , she repeatedly went 

down co che river under cover of darkness to bathe ic. 

Ac I sc '' c had to apPoinc a ' acchman co prevent 
her doing chis. Bue in spice of ,che ablutions in 

defiance of instructions the eye healed well. 
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The day on which chc bandage wa co b taken 
off had arrived, and it was Possible co make rhe first 
tc t of whether the patient could sec anything. The 
Doctor waved her h nd bout and asked the woman 
if she , .... anything. o answer. or would .she 
count finger held in front of her. \ haccvcr was 
cried, there ' as sin1ply nothing to be got out of her. 
\Vhcn the son1 wh3c pcrple ·ed nd nnoycd Doctor, 
who had nevertheless observed that he w, s s eing a 
little, inquired why she did not give the required 
information , he sullenly 3n crcd, "You pcrfonned 
the operation. So you muse know whether I can sec 
and how I sec." 

An old man who came fliom for in che interior 
was operated on for c:itaracc by Dr. Bonnema and 
behaved beccer. On the evening be.fore he scarred on 
his ho1ncward journey, he e ·pressed hi joy at his 
good fortune in having recovered hi ighc by d nc­
ing solcn1nl , round the Ho pital. It was a most 
impressive pectaclc. 

* 

At one cin1c we had in ch Hospital a man named 
Ebangh Ei, whose huge hcrni , c a previous at-
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ten1pr, h3d been found un uitable for operation. 
'ow he h d con1e back to worry us to try again, 

although we crnphasized the danger he \'Ould incur. 
l-Ic wcnc on begging uncil Dr. Schmitz said she was 
re dy for the attcn1pt. Fult of jo ,, he ran all round 

the wards announcing that he was to undergo a 

second operation. On the evening before che longcd­

for day, he decorated rhc bed he was co be brought to 

fter chc operation and strewed flowers over ic. The 

attempt succeeded and chc f'1CSulc was good. 

* 

A~ is the praiseworthy habit of surgeons, Dr. 
Goldschn1id, in order co divert her mind and cheer 

her up a lictle, once began a friendly conversation 

'vith worn n who was lying on the operatina-cablc 
and had ju t received the injections for local ancs­
thesil. But she paid no proper attention to his ques­
tions and conv r ation, . nd when, in spice of this) 
h continued talking, she incenupted him with, 
'This is no tin1e for gossip. You should cut.,, 

* 
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After a difficult o ration, n1uch an icty \vas 

felt l ut the p tiene condition. Dr. Hol1n, who 
had perfonned the opcr tion, crept to her bed three 
times during d1c night and lif red the mo quito-net 
to £e I her pul and listen co her breathing. And 
cluee tim c n1e the nurse nd ace d likewise. In the 
n1orning \vhen sympachc ic inquiry v s n1 de s to 

how the p tient ,,, s feeling, she an v~ d crossly, 
'

1I should h vc slept well al1 night, if I had been 
left in pc cc." 

\Ve have consc:anr uravc an. ic about th patients 
who have undergone operation for the re. son chat 
they will not do wh. c the ' re cold. If rhe , feel 
inclined, they go and b the in the river the day . fter 
the op rar:ion, unconcern b 1 che f cc that chey 
make chcir banda s wet and dir . r che man 
who n1usc abstain for a cirne fron1 11 food and drink 
bee use it hJs been nece ary co put sticchc in his 
large intc.stinc, cir d of f ting, the v r r day afcer 
the op r cion :secrccl 1 cnjo ' an an1ple n1e I which 
he h. · c. used his wife to prepare. The people who 
have gone through • n opcr.ition lso frequently give 
way to the temp tion to insert lhcir 1nger under 
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the bandag to feel the wound, thus expo ing it co 
the ri k of infcccion. It i re lly no ca ' n1arcer co be 
a surgeon for v g . 

~fhe rcn1.1rkable thing is that chese dangerous fol­
lies do not • lways have chc evil results awaiccd. 
E 'en patien who have uocun1bed to the cc.n1pta· 
tion c;o eat nd drink the day af c r an abdorninal 
o ration h vc in son1e cases survived contrary LO II . 
exp Ct3llOn. 

* * 

Every Saturda ' afternoon there is a great cleaning­
up in and around the w3r<ls. All the wocncn ' ho 
h. ve accon1panied their sick relatives to the }-Jospital 
are requisitioned for rhe job. The 'Oungesc white 
nurse ha con1n1and of che croop. Dominique, one 
of the old t nrnlc nur , i given her s assist.ant. 

\Vhen C\' rching ha b en clean d in and around 
the ' ards and in the Hospital s . ets, group arc 
forn1ed ro collect all chc botrI , en1pty tins , nd bits 
of crockery c:hrown in the gra in me direction of 
the ri\'cr or up on the hill. This exercise looks like 
a muf iplieJ reproduction of illcc's picture The 
Gleaners. 

\Vhy a~ there so n1:iny empty cins? 
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In chc Ho pical the natives Jrc given cn1pry milk 
tins and pctrolcun1 and petrol tins, which they m3ke 
use of for receiving their ration of paln1-oil. fccching 
water, keeping sale and paln1-nuts, as cooking-pots 
and drinking vessels. These cins and the bocdes in 
which chcy keep their rice, when no longer wanted, 

arc carelessly thrown into the grass near the Hos­
pital. Then rain-w3ccr collects in chc tins and hordes 

so that they make splendid breeding-places for chc 
mosquito" th. t sprc:id n1al. ria. So for the cfiecrivc 
prevention of malaria, war against the tins and 
bocde.s ch:u: lie round the houses is of the first im­
portance. 

Dominique like a sheep-dog, cird round the 
widely separated troop of wornen. for ochenvise che 
participants in the great clean-up would gradually 
disappear into the wards and b. n:tna plantations and 
the \vhitc nur c would be left llonc in the field. 
The tins and bottles 3nd rubbish collcetcd fill whole 
packing-cases, '-vhich arc c.irricd down to chc river 
on str tchcrs =inJ t ken in c noes co the nlain current 
of the river. 

Usually, cl1e great clean-up only comes to an end 
at nightfall. The 3vagcs cannoc at all understand 
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why we rn. kc any fuss bouc de nlin s round the 
dwelling-pl ces. To che1n it i nothing ch~ c in the 
cour of ye rs rnounds of rubbi h, old tins and 
broken bottles grow up a1ound their vilhg . le is 
difficult to n1akc chem undc1srand thar thi i the 
chief re:tson £01 chc fever fron1 which thcv and their 

J' . 

poor children suffer. 

* 
A ~cat proportion of che pacicnt who come co u' 

for operation con1c f ron1 a greac discancc. The , of ccn 
spend weeks on d1c journc 1 and arri\•c h. If star\'ed 
lnd in very bad condition . s ,, rcsulc of chc long. 
difficult journey. hey often need nursing for sevcraJ 
weeks before we can venture to opcr tc. 

It son1ctin1cs happens coo chat people for whom 
an ope cion is in1passible or would give no reli f 
undertake the long trek in vain. How hard it is co 
make chen1 understand chat we cannot help them 
lthough we can help others! Once a n1an who had 

lose his sighr c me to us froin 350 kilon1eccrs (about 
'2 30 rnilcs) aw y because he h d hear I of chc opera­
tion for cat( race. \Vhcn \.\C had to tell him that his 
was not case of cataract and that then.: w s nothing 
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we could do for him, his desp ir was n1osc distressing . 
to w1c.:nc s. 

The people fron1 chc interior have first co under­
take a long nnrch throuoh savanna and bush until 
they reach the river, by whose aid they can reach us 
either in a canoe or in steamer. As they have no 
craft of their own, they have t:o wait for cn1b:irkation 
till oppartuniry offers, and son1ctimes they have co 
wait for weeks. Eicher no canoes or sn1all steamer 
happen to be passing, or they a1c so full that cherc 
is no room for n1orc passengers. le is a puz.zle to us 
how th e poor strangers manage not to starve while 
the , are waiting. fosc vhitc 111en who pas chat 
way arc kind enough co let chc people on the way 
c:o chc Hospital rravd in their inotor-boac or 
stcan1ers. 

\Vhcn che strangers hav undergone Of cration 
and are aoain fit to rravel, there i the problern of 
their return hon1c. low \\'C have to find for then1 
a n1cans of cransp:orc with which they can travel up­
stream as f r ~ where their fo~ t-cr ii begins. So 
chat no opportunity ma ' be n1is ed, we inquire of 
the owner or captain of every boat chat touches at 
our landing where it is going to und whether it is 
of any use for :.sending horne convalescent patients. 
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The owners and captains re nan1raUy not very en­
thusiastic . bouc c king our v3ac with t:hen1, esp -
cially a their boat is usu4 lly already overlo dcd. So 
if we do not cake the initiative, qu cion thc1n bout 

chc go I of their journey 3nd beg chcn1 oo t. ke son1c 
convalc.scenc wich chen1, they simply proceed on 
their voyage. \~'hen we ha\'c asc<.:rtaincd chat a boat 
is avail blc, male nur is hascily nt through all 
the w rds with bell such as railway cinployees use, 
shouting, " pporcunity for craveling in chc direc­
tion of . . . Anybody who want co go is to come 
to the consulcing-roon1 at onccl 11 

If pat:ients who might t vcl by this boat h ppcn 
ro be in the plantation g:ithcrin& p:ilrn-nuts, or in 
the fof\cst getting rewood, or down on che shore 
1shing, n1esscngcrs arc sent co fetch chem as quickly 
as possible. 

In the consulcing-room, where lJ ocher work is at 
a standstill, v.e decide whether the patients con­
cerned arc really fit for discharge:. Then for each one 
we vrire a reoommcndation co the officials he will 
pass on his journey. canwhile 3 nurse collects pro­
visions to lase each of rhen1 several d y~ricc, cas­
sava, plantains, and dried fi h. And each get a 
little bag of sale. As sale is chc be.st form of currency 
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in the interior, wich this he can buy further provi­
sions on his way. 1-Ie needs ic coo to pay the ferries 
when he has co cross river . The savage of the 
inc rior will render no service co a stranger wichout 
payment. 

1'.fost of the patients, '\: ith a view co their home­
ward journey, h ve saved up some of che rice fcccivc;d 
at the Hospital as pare of the rations, and cake ic 
with thcn1 in boccies. 1-lcrc they c:in g t as rnany 
empty boccies as they \ ant, for they have no value. 
They lie about in heaps behind the tr~ <ling pasts. 
But in the interior they re much sought ftcr and 
quite a sum is paid for chem. So each of the people 
going home takes as many botdc 1S he or she c n 
carry. 

The savages fron1 chc interior scldon1 go home 
wichouc: having boughc an un1brell •. \Vichouc cak­
ing ic out of it paper wrapping, they tic it on the 
cop of chcir b ggagc. 

So th c they 1nay have sorncthin in which co 
carry chcir food and other bdonoings, the nur cs 
give chc er. vclcr empty rice-sack . These are llso 
useful ;is coverings b ' night. 

\ hen they ha\'c received in the con ulcing-room 
the letter of recommend tion, chc supply of food and 
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the rice- ack, they at'lc sent to chc wards to fetch their 
chinos. But they arc not allowed co go by themselves. 
A nialc nur goes with each to see thac he makes 
ha~tc nd docs nor go about the l-Iospit3l co ay 
elaborate good-b 'S co all his acquaintances. The 
captains of the boar :ire in 3 hurry co get away, 
but tirnc i nothing to our sav g . 

p to the la t rnorncnc we are in a tacc of anxiery 
lcsc the captain n1ay gee inipacient and go off, or 
that he n1ay . fccr • II ref use ro cake the patients. 
Doctors . nd nurses involve hin1 in conversation co 
di,·erc his attention. In spice of all the trouble we 
take, frequencly nvo hours go by before chc people 
arc asse1nblcd and ready to leave. Doctors and nurses 
are quite exhau tcd by all chc nmning about :md 
giving order nd shouting. And all the tin1e we are 
afraid the affair did not go quickly enough and that 
it will b a long time before chat owner or captain 
will come n r us again and run the risk of having 
ro ship conv le.scents and lose valuable time. 

le is but seldon1 we know in advance chat a boat 
will call, so ic i cxccpcional for us to be in a position 
to find the people and pr p:ire thcin for their journey 
in peace and quiet. 

At lase all are ready and on their way co the 
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landing- r gc. ur.ses, whire and black, keep watch 
over the procession to see chat no one returns co his 
ward at che last 111oincnc and so causes delay. 

\Vhcn the people arc stow d on board the boar, 
chcy a~e e ·honed for the last time not to be up co 
any mischief on the voyage. It happened once ch c 

savage an1u ed hin1sel£ in the mocor-boat chat gave 
him a plssag by turning a tap and letting the gaso­
line run out of the cank. 

The boat scans. Black hands a1'1e waved at pan:ing. 
\Viii the rrnvders survive all the focigues of chcir 
long journey and see their villages once n1orc? Filled 
with an ·icry» we return to the l1ospital, whose nor­
n1al activities have been suspended for the time 
being. 

* 
* 
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CHAPTER sr. 

10RE STORIES 

WH rrn PEOPLE HAVE l!\'TROD c D THE PR CT ICE OF 

putting china eggs inco hens' nests co dee i\'c che 
birds into not noticing th c the eggs chcy lay arc 
taken aw y every day. But it h pp ns d1 t not only 
the hens for whon1 they are intended, hue ocher 
creatures inter ted in eggs arc fooled by this de­
ceptron. 

The following story is about something thac hap­
pened before n1y time. A mission ry c the Lamb -
rene ti ion Station was starting on a pre ching 
rour one n1orning before da, n. In order co take: some 
new-I id egg s provi ion for his journey, he opened 
the litclc poultry door under the door of the hcn­
roost and in the dark fck for the nest wid1 his hand. 
But he encounter d a curious experience. His hand 
touche J something rnooch and cold d1at w:is S\ving­
ing co and fro in che hen-roost like a pendulun1. 

A lantern and the key of che door w re h3sc:ily 
fetched. \Vhen t:hc door \Va open and the interior of 
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the roo t was cautiously illun1inated, it '"''as seen that 
chc p ndulum was a serpent about two yard long 
with the china egg in its jaws. It had forced it way 
in through an opening in the palm-leaf mat roof and 
wash, nging over the nest. The hens' egg had been 
co1nfortably swallowed. But the china co-g could 
not be sq ueczcd like the ocher nd had stuck in the 
snake's guHcr so th. r it could neither gee it down 
nor disgorge ir. Dcfonsclcs ic had co suffer the 
death-blow. a sacrifice co the deceit of the \vhice man. 

* * 

It was in the sam hen-roost chat my wife later on 
put china egg in the ncsr. As our two sniall "boys" 
also liked egg , they of ten made a mistake about chc 
contents of the n t. Once chey were so thorough in 
their want of precaution that all the eggs, including 
the china one, were 1ni ing, and this wns how their 
theft was discovered. Of cour chcy assured us by 
all that was acrcd ch:ic rhey had taken nothing, and 
the hens n1ust have sroppcd laying. 

In the course of the morning, one of the boys 
came nanning to niy wife with a mile on his face. 
The hens, he said, had sranc.:d I ying again. The big 
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grn y hen from urope had just left the nest afrer 
laying large egg. le was the china egg. which chc 
evil.doer had bl'1ought back. Ikcaus they could not 
break chi hard- helled cgg1 they got the jdea that 
it must h vc been laid by the .. uropean hen and 
that only the white people knew how to cook it. 

* * 

A few years ago, che cunning monkey, Upsi, who 
constantly stole eggs, bur: never let himself be 
caught, fell a victim to rhe deception. Early one 

morning I n1cc him itring on one of the posts round 
the poultry-nm '"'ich a disconcerted expression on 

hi f cc, holding an egg in his hond. He did noc 
run away, but ren1aincd sitting as iI he wanted ro 
appeal to rnc as a wicness of the unheard-of experi­
ence he w s going chrough. He banged the egg on 
th post and ic \ ould noc break. He rolled it bccween 

his hand . nd ic would not be crushed. It av iled 
him nothing when he knocked it harder and 
squeezed it cighcer and even cried the help of his 
teeth. 

\\/airing for a mo1ncnt to coHect fresh strength, he 
looked at me as if be wanted to sk whether l undcr-
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tood what wa the n1ancr. Then I could not help 
I ughing, (though chac is 3 chin one .should avoid 
in the presence of. n excite monkey, bccau it only 
increases hi emotion 3nd in sornc circun1stanccs he 
n1ay bcconte aogr sivc. ow he under tood th:it his 
ill-luck was again due to hmnan inf rn '· 

He cold n1 of his indignation by pulling ugly 
faces :ind gnashing his cc-cch. After he had for sornc 
time discharged his wrath O\'Cr the unfortunate egg. 
he threw it into chc y rd, hissed one n1orc in1preca­
cion at me and ran off. For several d ys after I h d 
chc in1pr sion that he w s avoiding n1c because I 
had been the witness of his discon1fiturc. 

* * 

Very early one mor;ning che noi c of an alrercacion 
ac che Hosp it. I was w f tcd up to our dwclling-hou c. 
In the niohc a patient h3d t ken allother 1nan' canoe 
and gone ouc fi hing by n1oonlight. The owner of 
the boac urprised hin1 s he returned at d~ wn and 
dcn1andcd for chc u e of the canoe , large 1nonecary 
COinp n lion as well ~ all the fish he had caughc. 
By the I ws currenc an1ong che naciv , this was his 
actual right. 
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The ca e was broughc before me and, as of en 
before, I had co act a judge. Fir t I n1adc known that 
on n1 ' land not nati,•e law but the law of ~cason of 

the white n1an is in force and is pr lain1ed by my 
lips. Then I proceeded ro ex mine the legal position. 

I tabli5hcd the facr chac both men w re at the 

~an1e ti1nc right and wrong. "You arc right,u I id 
to the owner of the canoe, .. because the other man 

ought to h ve a ked for pern1is ion co u your boLr. 

But you re wrong bee use you are careless nd lazy. 
You \Vere c.arel s because you rncrcly t visccd the 
chain of your canoe round a palm-~ec inst(!jd of 
fa tening it with a padlock as you ought to do here. 
By your c. rclcssncss you led chis ocher rnan into 
ccmp tion co n1akc use of your canoe. O! laziness 
you arc guilty because you were nsleep in your hut 
on this 1noonlighc niohc instead of n1aking use of 
rhe good opportunity for fishing." 

"Bue you," I said, turning to the other, "were in 
the wrong when you took the boar without sking 
chc O\ ncr's p nnission. You were in lhc right be­
cause you were not so lazy as he \Vas and rou did nor 
want lO let chc rnoonlight night go by without 
n1ak ing son1e use of it." 

In view of the established legal usage, I then ga\'c 
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sentence that the man v ho went fishing must give a 

third of che fi h to the owner as compensation, and 
rnight kc p onc-chird for hirnsclf because he had 
taken the trouble to cacch the li h. The remaining 
third I daim<:d for the Hospic.: I, because the affoir 
cook place here and I had co waste my time adjusting 
the palaver. 

* * 
* 

A young Englishman who had a job in the timber 
trade once visited che 1-lospir~ l in a motor-boar wich 
the intention of staying one da '· Shortly after hi.s 
arrival, ' hen I no longer lW hi boat at the landing­
stage, I asked him \i..•hy ic ' as nor there, and he said 
he had given the native n1echanic pcrmi sion co go 
in it for the day co his village up d1e river. I observed 

that in this co ncry one keep one' n1ocor-boat as 
much as po ible under one' own eye. The native 
could just as well have gone in a canoe to sec his 
family. 

Two days later, when chc Englishman was wan r­
ing to go away, the n1ocor-boat was noc chcrc, :ind it 
f iled to arri\•c on chc following d:i rs. He became 
rather une:lsy and :iskcd n1c for the Joan of a canoe 
chat he might go to the vi llagc. \ hen he arn vcd and 
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asked the n3tivc why he had not returned, he said 
rhere was something not quicc in order with the 
screws of the n1otor. Bue when he got on bo .. rd, he 
found the n1otor hld been t. ken to picc and the 
part w re all lying, bout on Lhe bottom of the boat. 

For vhen the African had proudly rrivcd in her 
and had lee the villagers marvel at the n1otor, they 
had asked hin1 whether he knew how to unscrew ic 
all and put it together again. Pride forb de him co 
refuse and dn1it that like so n1any natives who call 
them lves mechanics, he could do no n1orc than set 
it in morion. So under rhe admiring eyes of his 
fellows, in so far a he could he took the 1notor to 
piec and then, with the Stoic cquanin1ity which 
our n tiv Po sess in such predic n1ents, awaited the 

cour e of even . 
By good luck, not a scr w was lost, so the English· 

man was able to put the n1otor tog ther again. After 
th t he ncv r left che boat with chc native. 

* * 

A timber trader of my acquaintance went down 
the river in ~ motor.bo:it with laborers he had re· 
cruited in the inc:erior. In the course of the afccrnoon 
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3 plank began to smolder close to the exhaust-pipe, 
which had becon1c red-hot, whereupon the natives 

goc frighcened and wanted to jwnp into the water, 
although, as they came fron1 the interior, they could 
not swim. The white m n found ic: difficult co cairn 

chem. 

He made u of the opportunity to teach chem 
what to do in case of an outbreak of lire in the boat. 
He told thc1n Lh, c: , if they . w Ran1cs an ,where. 

rhey muse noc be fri hcencd bur cover the fire with 
the thick cover of tent-cloth which lay under the 
s.cat. he cover wa for putting O\'Cr che motor when 
not in use, co protect it from damp and rain. To give 
them :t thorough le son, the white man made che 
laborers praccice the sciAin0 of imaginary Rames. 

\\Then it grew dark, the boy\: anted to lighc che 
pelroleurn 1 n1p to h.1ng ic in the bows as the boat's 
light. Unfortun cly, he had filled it with g. soline 
in tcad of kcro enc. This h:ippens not infrequently 
arnong the naciv here be u chc tins in which 
kcro enc and g.1 olinc . re supplied are so alike that 

they c.1n easily be n1i cakcn. H. rdly had the boy 
appro.1chcd the I. nt rn wirh a n1acch chan there shot 

up . tremendous fl:une , whcreupan, robbed of sense 
by his terror, he threw ic: iruo the bows of the boat 
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inste d of into the waccr. Thinking ir was an exercise 
in xtinguishing fire arranged by the European, chc 
~ vages cal:r11ly seized the c nt-doth ~ n J rnochcrc I 

chc H:.uncs. If a plank near the cxhau c:-pip had noc 
begun to sn1oldcr nd so given occasion for t lesson 
co chc quite inexperienced new 1. borers, when the 

lanc.ern c .. ·ploded che ' \vould II h vc jurnpcd into 
chc w ter and been drowned. 

\\Then, quite recently, an air-line was established 
from th Congo over chc Sahara to the tfcdiccr­
r:inean, n1ost of chc inhabit:tnts of rhe jungle saw 
and heard for the first time airplanes whizzing by 
above their illao . In their ~larn1 they went co 
fecich doctors for inforn1acion about these phenom­
ci1a. These, of cour e, could not confess their ignor-
nc , so they \\'Cre obliged cold-bloodedly to weave 

something out of cheir imagination. 
A fetichist from che hinrerbnd of Lambarenc 

announced, as I learnc from white people in that 
district, thac God Himself w coming down to 
earch in the big bird to punish men for their sins. 
And now they must be ready for a month of con-
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tinuous night. On hearing this prophecy, the people 
hurried co their plantation , cut all the ripe and ha'f f. 
ripe plancains, heaped them up nc. r their hue and 
placed vessels with water alongside them, so as co 
have food and drink ac hand during the coming 
weeks. 

* 
* 

With every mail chcrc arrives a pile of store c:iat· 
logues for chc nati\'c..s. l\f y nialc nurses and their 
acquainc:inces delighted! ' plunge into rhe pages, in 
which hac.s, tics, shires, collar , shoes, ,,,.atchcs and so 
many other magnificent things arc depicted, and 
talk about thcn1 with each other. Some prefer 
41Apollo'' shoe and ochers prefer "Hcrm ." some 
chink the tie ccspa'' the mo t stylish and others che 
''Ostend." They can spend hour pointing at the 
piccur , exchanging their views and considering co­
g ther what they would most like to order. 

If the native has any 1noncy, he vc;ry often gives 
way to the ten1ptation to send a C.O.D. order and 
pay the first installmcnr, which commonly amounts 

to about h. lf rhe value of chc articles. Then comes 
the day ' hen he finds at the pasc-0fficc a lercer 
from the firn1 with the nee s:iry form for obtaining 
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the parcel. But now, of cour e, he h. s no money to 
pay che C.0.0. If he L ils to borfow it fron1 lations 
and acquaintances within the prescrib d rime, che 
parcel i returned to 1the finn. Weeks I. ccr he receives 
a con11nunication to the effect chat af tcr deduction of 
all the costs for chc parcel he failed to ~cdeem there 
rernains a certain sum co his credit from his first 
insc:illn1ent, and that he can use this as the first pay­
ment for a £re.sh, rel. c:ively sn1aller1 order. 

E,·ery pose-office in Equacorfal Africa must have 
enough room co sto11c chc many parcels which waic­
often in vain-to be claimed by natives. 

The c:ore catalogues give our Af ric.1ns riddl to 
solve to which they . re not equal. Some ye rs :-tgo a 

man in the ncighbod1ood of che 1ission Station at 
San1kita rold ll his cquain~nces he had discovered 
in a catalogue hoes at incredibly cheap prices, so for 
weeks chcy were very envious. The parcel arrived. 
It contained doll's .shoes. 

A white n1~ n's boy near Lambarcne had ordered a 
lamp chat caught his fancy in the catalogue. A few 
d y~ ftcr its rrival , he brought it to his rnaster and 
begged hi1n to show him where to paur in the oil. 
Bue the n1ast r could not help hin1, for it was lan1p 
for electric light. 
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A n1an f rorn the int rior told rne a n3tive there 
h d infom1cd hi acqu int::mces chey would have to 
help hirn with the trJnsport of a piano, for he had 
ordered fron1 Europ ~ singing w00<l like th3t of chc 
District Of1iccr' s \vifc, and it was remarkably cheap. 
\\/hen ic arrived he was able to carr , it horne by 
hi1nself. le was a doll's-house pi. no he had ord r d. 

If the cac3loguc s ys the shoe "Oscar" can be h d 
in sizes 5 co 1 1 , the poor African is led to order 
nmnbcr s 5 co 1 r. If there is a note beside the illus­
tration of the shirt 11Auguscus" d1ac it rnay be had 
''in white, yellow, pink, green or blue," he 1nay 
m ncion all the color when he is incaning co order 
one hin. If by ill-fortune, on the Lidc-paoc of the 
c raloguc ,che addresses of the firm in various tO\ ns 
arc oiven, he runs chc risk of ddrcssing his order . 
co Sl. · ac once. 

One of the nicest and fin t n1cn J ever made 

friends wich here ·w s 1issionary Rarnbaud at Sarn­
kita. I c worked :unong the wild P4 houins, whom 
he di anncd b , hi kind11 • s. Although the , were 
very fond of hirn, ic happened nevertheless ch~l.t they 
somctin1cs played trick on hitn. 
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One evening, a was bi cuscon1, he was singing 
hyn1ns to his O\ n :iccon1p~1ni1nent on d1e harmo­
niun1. Four natives ca111c by nd listened with devout 
mien at the door. \Vhcn che , begged p 1ni sion to 
come in co hear the beautiful hymns fro1n quite near, 
he gave it in spite of the face that they can1c from 
a neighboring villag ._,ho inhabic:antS were notori-
ous chie and r ls. 

Aft r son1e tin1e, two of the li t: ncrs withdrew 
while hew s singing. The other stayed on nd cold 
the n1issionary their comrades h d to go on an 
errand and would come back to fetch cl1e1n. They 
chem elve had not h<!cn :tblc to make up their n1ind:s 
to leave, for they discerned how n1uch good che 
hynrns wcfc doin c:heir hearts. 

To pl sc thcin , the n1i ionary went on singing, 
thou h it was already getting bee. Every ti1ne he 
wa about to stop, chey entreated him co sin" chis 
or chat bynn1 as their he re were not 1 t: satisfied. 

At la t d1c other two can1e back. \\Then he had 
sung ycc one rnore hyn1n for thcrn , the vi itors de~ 
parted. Clad co chink th:ic good impulses had for 
once stirred in the four vagcs he h. d hitherto 
known a obdurate, the mis ionary went co bed. 

ext tnoniing he discovered to hi horror d1at che 
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!fission storehouse had been complerdy plundered. 
od1ing rcrn incd of che tool , the cloch , the alt 

or che tobacco which were kept in store to barrcr with 
the n:icivcs for provisions to feed the school-children. 
The lock w:is undamaged. So the thic,·c.s muse h:ive 

opened it with the key, which usually hung on :i nail 
in chc missionar}/s roon1. The stolen arciclcs were 
disco\'cred in the village of the four men who had 
liscencd so devoutly co ch hyrnns. 

\:Vhile the n1issionary was singing. che cwo who 
went off h:id r:iken che key of che storehouse fron1 
the nail behind him, ~md while he had to ao on 
singing for the others rhe , :ind che village people, 
con1plctcl , undi~turbed, had cleared out the stores. 
\\'hen chc two ;ln1c back they had hung up the kc ' 
in its place ag3in. 

* 

In the for interior where the cult of I.shun is wide­
spread, }'Oung n1cn were n1aking rncrry over an old 

one who wa a Zellous relder of the Koran. ''You 
will soon know your Kor. n by hea1 ," they sJid. 
"Don't you get sick of alway r ding cbe sarne 
thing?" 



tORE l'ORI • 

"For n1e," he replied, "ic is by no n1eans the 1ne 

~or n. \\Then I was a boy, I understood it as boy. 
\Vhcn I wa man in n1y prin1e, I undcrscood it a 
a man, nnd now I n1 old I understand il as :in old 
m:in. I read it gain and a o-ai n bee use, for me, it 
ah ays cont ins sornething new." 

* 
* 

In chc country in che direction of Lake Chad, 
where the ople h. vc hor , an official had to bring 
co a chief gift of honor of five hundred fr ncs as a 
reward for services 1cndcrcd. \\Then he had handed 
over che n1oncy, and che chief was about co ride off, 
chc official admired his beautiful horse and was cold 
chat ic was splendid at racing. Thereupon he coJd che 
chief about the races held in Europe, and in order co 
make himself agreeable said that at such races his 
noble aniinal might perhaps win a prize of two 
thousand francs. "Indeed," said the African, "then 
the horse is bigger chief ch an I am. I get five 
hundred fr nc , but he n1ight get two thousand!'" 

* 



CIIAPTJ:R SE\'E~ 

OYE IBO, TH i" FOREST SCHOOL f S­
TI!.R-A •RICAN CHAR CT• R 

WHE.i J W FIRST .. \T I.A. IHAR · 'E, THERE W/\S 

working nc the fis ion Sration there, as I re.late in 
On the Edg~ of tbe Primro4l Forest, an African 
teacher about thirty years old, by nan1c Oycmbo. 
Oyen1bo nieans · · c:hc song." 

Probably no one was ever rnorc deserving of a 

name so beautiful rhan wa this black teacher. I :it 

once fdc drawn c:o the clever, kindlv, n1odesc fellow. , 
There W3 son1cching so refined about hin1 chac one 

fclc almost shy in his presence. 
His wife, too, wa a nice, capable won1an. And 

the three litclc piccaninnies who inhabit d chc bam­

boo hut which was the teacher's official residence 
were wonderfully well brought up. 

Oycmbo interpreted my sermons at Divine Serv­

ice. On Saturday evcnino he can1c c:o fchcar c with 
n1c. I h~ d co repeat the whole scrn1on .sentence by 
sentence in ca e there 1nighc be any phrases un-
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known co hi1n or not capable of rran 1 cion into the 
nati\' language. How careful one n1u t be in preach­
ing not to speak of things of which the Afric. n n 
have no notion I here ac . number of lhe parables of 
J u one cichcr cannot use or n1usc: re-write because 
the nativ of the Ogowe regton do not know what 
a vine or a cornfield is. 

Towards che end of the \Var, when the 1 1'ission 
was hard up for 1noney lnd was forced to reduce the 

larics of i en1plo 1ces. Oyernbo igned his posi-
tion a teacher in order to retire co his vi11age on a 
remote lake in the forest. He had alread , had diffi­
culty in rn inc inino hi1nself and his dependent on 
his 01~1gcr salary. 'ow he ha<l co earn in order to 
:support his f n1ily. He thought of n1aking :i plan­
c:anon. 

\ hen I returned to Africa in 192~, I met him at 
chc coast. \Vith other men from his villag he h d 
brought a huge raft of timber down the Ogowc and 
had arned good sum of money frorn d1e Ducch 
firm to which he had sold it. 

110ycn1bo,'' said I~ "you are a made m 11. 1 ow 
you are in chc timber trnde and on die best path c:o 
becon1c rid1:' "1'1n gec:cing on pretty welt:• he re­
plied in his sin1plc way. 
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I h:1rdly had tin1e co ask afccr his '\Vifc 3nd chil­
dfen before he had co be off o be present at the 
deJivery and n1easuring of the r:i[c, while I had ~o go 
to chc Cu tom I ou c bout n1y packing<ases. 

As a n13ccer of fact I was not sorry chat our con­
versation had co be so short. Oye1nbo chc timber­
tr:ider was for me no longer the amc man as 
Oyembo the teacher. 

\ V c had all had such high hopes of him as an 
educator of African rourh. \Ve had exp cccd that he 
would show his conccmpararie , whose thoughts 
were so concencraced on eamino 1noney, chat there 
was something higher in life ch an th:ic, nan1dy, a 
worthy a.crivicy. i·hc ocher who were with him in 
the upper school at the ~f i ion and had passed the 
cxan1ination chc same year had reject d with con­
ccn1pr che idea of becon1ing schoolma cers. To oo 

through life wich a miserable alal)' nd be occupied 
from morning to nioht with stubborn lictle nigger 
boys had not acrracced them in che least. They knew 
well enough how great w. s the need for n:itivc 

teachers. The missionaries entr atcd thcn1 co 5CC the 
good rhcy n1ighc do for chcir young fellow-country­
n1cn abo,·e the earning of rnoney. Each one had a 

different excuse to explain why with the knowledge 
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he had acquired in che upper school at the 1 fission he 
n1usc no\ above all thing chink of g ccing a more 
rcmuncrncivc post as a Gov rnn1cnt clerk or in [he 
tin1bcr crude. One w. s obliged co pay his brother1s 
debts, another had debt hirnselC a third wanted co 
bu , a wife, a fourth needed inoncy for tarcing a 
plan cation. 

Oyen1bo alone had chosen the ill-paid, hard work 
of a teacher rather than earn a Joe of money. And 
now-the \\Tar was ro blarnc-Oyen1bo roo had 
come into che cin1ber trJde for good. I did not rc­
pro ch hin1, but it n1adc n1c d. 

For a long tin1c I could not gee ic out of n1y mind. 
I did not c~re to learn n1orc abouc hin1 bf inquiring 
of the n1issionari Jt larnba1cnc. But every time I 
p:issed the hut near the boys' school frorn which he 
h d so often c.n1crged to con1c and talk to me, I fclc 
a scab at rny heart. 

Bue one d. y when I was pr nc, the missionaries 
began calking about Oycmbo. "Ah," [ id, "an­
other who has been lo t through the cimb r trade. I 
am tno~e orry :ibouc him than about • II the rest put 

l " cog t 1cr. 

"Lost chrough chc cimber tr de?" cxclain1ed a 
mission ry. "\Vhat do you n1c.an?,. 
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"\Vcll,'' I replied, "I met him :it Cape Lopez, 
when he was delivering a big rafc of logs he had cut 
wjth his fellow-villagers. And he cold me hin1scll 
char he is now a cin1bcr trader." 

"Yes," said the missionary, "he is in the rrade. 
But he is noc lost to the teaching profession. He is 
developing n1uch more reaching enterprise than 
when you knew him at Lan1barenc. 11 

Then r learnt che following. \\Then Oyembo went 
co his village, he persuaded the people the.re to join 
in dearing big piece of forest land in order co make 
a large pbntation of plantain A and cassava. Clearing 
the forest is such hard work, chat the natives usually 
only prepare for cultivation just as n1uch land as they 
need in order not absolutely to starve. That is \\'hy 
there is frequently f:imine in chose regions. 

The government ofccn hls co send black soldiers 

to a village to con1pd the people co clear enough 
fore.st for pl. ntations. 

Bue in hi viHage Oyembo succeeded in geccing 
the people to persevere in the hard l bor of felling 
gianr tr sand preparing a site for a large plantation. 
1"his pl nrntion began co bc:ir when chc \Var can1c 
to an end and d1c tin1ber trade began :iglin. Then 

the village not only h J a plentiful supply of food 
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for ics own needs, buc w s ble to sell co chc timber 
traders plantains nd cas a •a for their numerous 
laborer . So ic was thank to Oyembo that chc 
viii gcrs had been stinn1bted to undertake purpose­
£ ul \vork and had become well-to-do. 

\\Then he had arranged for the sustenance of life 
in his villag , Oycmbo h d founded a school. He 
never thought of asking the govcmmcnc or the 

mi sion Ior a contribution for chis purpose, though 
he had co chink of his own means of livelihood. Bue 
the children who atccndcd the school could earn 
their food and money for their books by working 
in the plantation in their free time. For the planta­
tion was constandy kept up and consc:antly enlarged. 
Coffee and cocoa were cultivated in addition to che 
plantains and cassava. 

So in that remote discricc there arose a Aourishing 
school. And in addition Oycmbo w s an evangelist 
and held a service on Sunday. 

And he educat d not only the children, but the 
adults as well. He persuaded them to rebuild the 
viUaae. As a rule the n tivcs lived in their bamboo 
hutS until d1c , rotted and fell to pieces over their 
heads. Then they would hastily collect the necessary 
materials to build new hue quickly, nd to have as 
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lirtlc work as possible chcy made it 35 small as they 
could. But Oycmbo t:lUght: them to work pmpcrly 
in chis Jnactcr a.s well. In the course of some n1onths 
a viii. g of solid, roorny hues had :iriscn. 

E vcn frorn a distance, I was cold, this village 
looked different from others. In the primeval forest, 
one generally secs al1 ordinary cgro vilbgc only 
when one is already in it. Thick vcgct:ltion reaches 
right up co the hues. le docs indeed demand great 
labor to dear che forest round . village. So the people 
generally used co <:onccnc then1 Ive~ v,,.jth cutting 
the trees for a few yards round in ccad of making a 
broad open sp cc. 

For when chat is done, till n1orc work folio, s, 
na1ncly chc regular clearing of the bu h and de hant 
grass which conscancly crop up ag~in in place of the 
cleared forest. This needs doing every nionch, and 

ch people soon get sick of ~uch unrcmunerative 
labor. They allow the rank grow h around the vil-
1ag s to lu uri::uc as ic will, unworried by the foct 
that this dense wildcrne keeps every b~~ th of air 
from their dwellings and th:u chc n1osquiroes that 
live in the chickccs and high grass bring to the 
occupancs chc danger of rn laria. 

By rncans of the authority he graduJlly ~tab-
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lished over the people, Oycn1bo brought it 3bouc 
that there was a large open space around his lake idc 
vilbge. 

Of course rhcre was no lack of opposition. The 
slothful people rebelled ng.1inst hin1. There \Vas ven 
a slander circulated to the effect chat he urged the 
village people to work in order to enrich hinlSelf. 

But Oycmbo mastered hi opponents. le wa not 
that he forcefully talked thcin down in che village 
assembly, for h has no gifts as a speaker. He con­
quered by the candor and kindliness of his pcr­
sonaliry. 

\ hen che cimbcr trade was once more in a Aour .. 
ishing condition , Oyembo propcscd that the nten of 
the village should join toocchcr under his lcJdcrship 
3nd take part in it. They had already cue timber in 
con1n1on in earlier days, but the proceedings had 
been undisciplined and unbusinesslike. \Vhen it was 
a question of felling trees and cutting logs, rolling 
them ro cl1e \Vaccr and binding chem into rafts. 
inany a rnan had hirkcd the.: work under one pretext 
or another. ~ any were only concerned to get their 
shar in the advance payment '"•hich the white trader 
had to 1nake for the promised rafts. \ hcchcr chcy 
were duly ddivercd later did not trouble thcin. So 
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£requendy che logs remained lying in the for sc and 
were pailc because they h d not been rolled to the 
river soon enough. And if rafts were delive~ed, there 
always followed disputes as co how the inoncy should 
be divided. 

Under Oycmbo's leadership all ·was different. The 
work was orglnized. Book-keeping was incroduced 
and the number of days worked, rhe ex pen es and 
receipt were entered. Every n1an could be sure tha·c 
he was paid for what. he did. Disorder gave way to 
order. 1uch more work was done and nu1ch more 
n1oncy earned. 

A short time after I had heard of 0 rcn1bo's edu­
cational activity he c me to see n1e • r the Hospir.al. 

ow he was once more n1y old Oyernbo. I cold hin1 
of rny pleasure ac his activities, and I would gladly 
have learnc more from his own lips. Bue I could get 
nothing ouc of hin1. I-le was too sh ' co peak of 
hiinsclf. 

I \vas unable to carry out rny plan of pa ,ing him 
a visit in his \•illage, 1 50 kilo1ncters (about 100 

miles) fron1 nmb:ucnc, becau I was coo busy mov­
ing the Iiospic I co .1 larger ite. 

But as our Lord said , che cicy chat is set on ~ hill 
cannot be hid, and this I leanlt on n1 ' homeward 
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voyage in 1927. \Ve were sitting together-some 
tin1bcr trlders, a mi ~ionary and I-talking of our 

experiences on c:hc Ogo\\e. The traders h d an in­
exhaustible fund of stories of payrncnc:.s n1Jdc in 
advance to Africans without receiving the promised 
cin1ber, of rafts they had bought only co learn lacer 
chat they had been sold at the san1e time to their 
rivals while the n tivcs pocketed che n1oney from 
both, of bad wood they had fcccivcd instead of the 
good for which they had covenan()cd. One, however, 

inrern1pc d these outpourings by remarking, "But 

they re not all like that. At all event , I got co know 
one Afric:in on whom one c n absolutely rely. He 
lives in the 1 "Komi district. If you n1akc :i contract 
wid1 hin1, 'OU can be sure chat you will gee logs of 
che stipulated quality and at the right time. And 
while other nacives try co queeze out one payment 
in dvancc af ce.r another, this n1an even ref uses such 
a payment when off red. I couldn c believe n1y ears 
when he told n1e I had nothing to par until che logs 
\VCrc dd ivcred." 

"And hi name is Oyembo," said the missionary. 
"Y cs. that's the n1an," replied the other. 
"[, too, can tell you a story about Oycmbo,'' inter­

posed another trader. " I was in a flat-bottomed boat 
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'vhcn 1 was surprised by a sudden storm on that lake 
in view of a "illage. The wind was against us. \Ve 
were beginning co give up hope of ever reaching chc 
shore, for it wa.s only a que tion of rin1e until our 
boac, \ hich wa filling with w:i.tcr, n1ust be over­
whelmed by the w3vcs and founder. 1osc of the 
n:n:ivcs who were with us were from the interior and 

could not swin1. I had no hope wharever of help fron1 
the village, for natives do not readily risk their lives 
for other people. And besides, how could they help 
us? Ic was only in a big boat wich a kcd chac one 
could have ventured out inco suah wild wave . !. ow­
:idays chc Africans no longer pcsscs such boars, for 
they don•c take the trouble to build chen1. And ycr 

-through the deluge of r::iin I saw thac a very big 
boat put off fron1 the hnd and was coming in our 
direction. It reached us just as \\ e \\ere beginning 
co sink. And chc men were not contented with sav­
ing our lives, but fished up n1 ' box a well. In the 
village we were given dr ' cloches and good board 
and lodging. The leader put me up in his own hut 
lnd had rhe boxes brought in and opened to dry th<.: 
contents. Have you ever heard of such a thing in 
Africa? And next morning, when I gathered up my 
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belonoings, not a thing was n1issing. And that coo 
was son1cching new in 1\fric Bue now cornc.s chc 
be.st of all! \Vhcn l was aying good-by and e.: ·press­
ing n1y oratitude, and ' a . bout to continue chc 
voyage in n1y boat, which the nadv h. d lvcd 
when the storrn was over, I asked the hcad .. n1an 
how tnuch I owed the viii. oc people for their uoublc. 
He plied that they h. d only done chcir duty 2s 
rnen and Christians and did not w. nt any present. 
That is rny c .. ·pcrience of Oyen1bo." 

It \\'as in such w ys chat Oycn1bo had becon1e the 
re, cher of his viii ge. But his influence reaches far 
beyond chc village. 

\\Then I saw hitn reccncly, he was very worried 
because elephant h. d repeatedly dcv st::itcd the 
plant".itions made by his people. 

* 
* 

In the course of years I have becon1c ever more 
awave that n1any good and fine qu litics can be 
found in our n rives along wich rnuch that seems 
stran c and uncongenial. \Ve arc all too 1nuch in-
lined to judge then1 by the annoyance . nd disap­

poincmencs they cause us when they arc in our 
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service or when we ha,·e business relations with 
chem. 

I do not deny chat they are undisciplined and in 
many way unreliable, and th. c 1nany of chem gi\'e 
way co d1c ccmpcacion co :lppropriarc ocher peoples 
property and ch c all too often they arc untruthful. 
Bue I chink I may :idd in cxrcnuacion, chat che rela­
tion hip of employee in which we con1n1only make 
their acquainmncc is still unusual for people who 
arc :iccustomecl co freedom, and they have not yet 
setded down co che Po irion. They come co us co 
c:irn money for a ccrcain object, generally the pur­
chase of a wife. S rvicc i not a calling, but only a 
trmsicnt interruption of their life as free men. \\lork 
is a hard necessity undertaken for chc: purpose of 
gaining money, and as far as pos_ible chey eek to 
make it Jighc. They will only gradually, and only 

in measure :is we arc able to educate thcn1 to ic, 
learn the ideal of the faithful servant which ha been 
fonncd among u in the course of a long process of 
dcvclopn1cnt. This explains \ hy the ' do not show 
their best side in their rclncions with us. employees. 

And we for our pare do not rn:lke it easy for them 
to do so. Long experience: nd gr t self-control are 
needed for the right handling of this curious kind of 
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n1plo 1ec. \Ve are con undy tempted to scold thc1n 
too rnuch :ind lee our Ives gi'c \\ay to hun1iliating 
chem with scorn£ ul re1narks. In the constant 5tate of 
w arin s induced b, chc cu~ ' heat and of irritlbil­
it , resulting fro1n incc ant worry abou the m:illesr 
chings and being obliged alwa , co l prepared for 
d ~ lictions of duty and fooli h n1i cakes on the pare 
ol our staff, \\C have great difficult , in remaining 
capable of ruling and educating in chc right way. 

And, neverthcl s, what a nun1ber of really faith­
ful servan I have discovered in thcs years, not only 
arnong n1y own n1cn but an1ong the ernployces of 

or her uropeans I 
1·he African arc not made up of Caul :ind stu­

pidicie.s alone, a n1ighc :ippcar f rorn the accounts of 
traveler who h ve forn1ed their judgment only on 
the ground of the nnoyancc experienced with their 
pare rs. 

Really co understand the African, one must get 
to know hi1n as man to man. In greaccr or les degree 
he \\•ill seern to us strang and unattr cc:ive, but one 
muse overlook ll thac and understand his senti. I 
nature. \\1hocver succeeds in this knows how much 
there is in hin1 that is goocl nd valuable. 

\Vhac ri pcacedly impr scs me in our natives i 
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their kind-hcarccdness. They are indeed \Vancing in 
the direct syn1path , \Vith their fellows which con1-
pcl us to action, a S)'n1pathy to which \VC have been 
educated by chc cornm nd of Jesus. Compared with 
us Europeans, the Af1ican is an aln1osc non-social 
entity, except in the matter of fulfillino the duties 
imposed on hi1n by mc111bcrship of f n1ily and cbn. 
He is still cntir ly concerned with hin1sclf. But he 
very ofccn show n1azino coolness in b ring wrong 
inAicced on him. le seen1s to inc that he is less sus­
ceptible to anger and the thought of ret liacion and 
revenge drnn we are. 

A white cirnber trader, a thoroughly kind but 
somewhat irritable rnan , once said co n1c, "\Vhat a 
good ching it is that che egrocs have bcu:cr char­
acter than \ c have.,, ·rhcrc was a grain of truth in 
the ying. Every one of us has ac: son1e rin1c been 
put to h. n1e by che wa , the natt\'CS have put up 
with our in1pccuous rudeness. They quietly went on 
with their work and rcrn incd as fricndl , as if they 
had never had to ndure our probably not unjusti­
fied, but till , nnd not for the first tirne, very cx­
ccssi \'C abuse. 

A ·urope .. 1n in the San1kica district w.: s engaged 
in a dispule with the inhabitants of a village lower 
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down the river. A he could not induce them to gi,•e 
hin1 the sacisf ccion he dc1nanded, he determined co 
bring a charge against chem before ,th district offi er 
:it Lan1barenc. \\Then he sec out on his journey, he 
had not noticed chc approach of tornado, nd w:is 
surprised by it just above the village of his oppo.­
ncnts. He and his men, clinging to the capsized 
boat. were being carried p:isc the vill g . \\Then the 
p ople heard their shouc.s, in spice of chc dangerous 
soom1 and in spice of the fact that the , knew ' ho it 
was, they hastened co the rescue. Th y noc only 
brought the men ro shore, but salved as much of the 
boat's cargo a was whirling 300Ut on the surf cc of 
the river. Although chey knew why the white man 
\v s on his way down to Lan1ba~cne, they did not 
utter a word oo remind him chac he had been obliged 
to have rccour co c.hc help of people against whom 
he wa :ibouc: to cake leoal proceeding . 

I have known other cases in which African have 
shown rem rkable tact. I have of cen been • n1azcd at 
che ,, .. ay they have shown it to n1c. 

There is sorncthing well-bred about the cgro 
tranquil dcn1canor. By n. cure chc.re is something, in 
the best cnsc, childlike • bouc hinL 

And I am also asc1onishcd at the reflective powers 
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which I so frequently meet with in cgroes. They 
are preoccupied with the que.scions of ·iscence in a 
direct and living fashion, although they seldom say 
anything 300Ut such things to us. But on che occa­
sions when chis does happen, ic becomes evident that 
che ' have an inner life which \VC hould never have 
suspected in them. I h vc h. d convcr ac:ions with 
Africans that affected me dcepl '· Doctors and nur 

t my Hospital and Europeans of our cquaincance 
have had similar experiences. 

Anyone who has once rrived at knowing the 
inner personality of the African knows that he has 
a 1ne nacurc in spite of his curious weak Poincs and 
faulcs. During the inan , 1cars in which I have had 
to do ' ith cgrocs, although I h ve had so many 
occasions for ang r, I have learnt co respect and value 
ch m, and I believe chis \vill be the e pericnce of 
every European who associates ' id1 diem not :ilonc 
as a superior but as a human being. 

* * 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

BOYS I E ROPE 

THE DIRECTOR OF A lHC COM 1ERCt L FIR 1-1 K 'EW 

hirn well-,vhcn he and his wife went to Europe co 
rccupcr. cc, took his boy Boussougou ~ ith them. 
\Vhen they arrived at Bordeaux, it w explained 
to the boy in che evening that his cn1ploycrs had 
roonlS on the first Aoor of che hotel while he was to 
occupy an attic. A licde before eight in the rnorning 
he was to come down co pcrforrn the usual services. 

1 o rnke him to his roon1, his n1astcr went up with 
hin1 in chc elevator. \\Then it scartcd the boy was 
frightened, threw hirnself on the floor, embraced his 
n1astcr's knees, 3nd "'himpered, "Have mercy on 
n1e, sir, have rnerc d" The n1astcr calmed hint and 

told him that this was a box which ran up and down 
stairs for p oplc. Arrived at the roon1, he reminded 
hirn once n1o~c co come to the first floor at eight 
o'clock in the cnornino-. 

Bue next morning he waited in vain. I-le sent up 
a \Vaitcr to look ~ftcr the boy, and he returned with 
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the inforrn:nion that the sav gc wa sitting at che 
top of the tairs but refused to con1c down. So chc 
nrnsccr had co go up. ' .-\Vhy don't you come?" he 
dcn1:indcd. 11Sir," he ans\ crcd "l'rn wliting for 
the bo. which is CO go do\li.'OSC irs with ll'lC. u 

Afterward they went to the country, to the I dy's 
mother. The good Boussougou, who had been so 
much described in letters, was giv n a nice liulc 
roon1 with a large bed. "Do you know how co gee 
into a bed like that?" ~skcd his rnascer when he 
showed hin1 his room. "Come 1'11 how you." But 
the boy w s too proud to adn1it that he needed n , 
instruction. Then xt rnorning d1c n1L seer found him 
lyin on the spring-n1 tc under the och r. 

One day when the boy had co c.1rry a bag of beans 
through the trcct, it bur t open. \:Vhilc he was pick­
ing up the beans, a lady who \ a friend of the 
f rnily was pa sing nd began to help him. Thcrc-
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upon he stopped collecting them hin1sd£ and let her 
go on doing it • lone. \\hen the beans wc.:rc 3{1 back 

in the bag, he gave her penny, saying, "Here­

prcscnr. for you " \Virh his 1\frican men a lit)', he 
had only been able co c.xpl in che lady's readiness to 
help by supposing she w:inccd to earn so1neching. 

* 
* 

arly in chc aucun1n the whole household was 

roused one rnoming by the boy's c1ics and lamcnca-
ion . \Vhen his m, seer n hcd upsrnirs, he found 

him lying in bed, houting again and gain chac he 
w. s about co die. Yet he looked well and had a good 
pulse. "\Vhac' the n1 cter with you?" demanded 
his n1astcr. ' '\\That do you n1ean by all this howl­

ing?" "Sir " he replied, " I'm on fire inside!'' Bue 

he was quice cool co the touch. ' You h ven't got 
fever," aid his master, "gee up!,. "I can't, sir. Oh, 

the nrel Don't you see the smoke comino- ouc of my 
n1outh?" In Equatorial Afric. the boy had never 

seen his breath, nor hnd he on the voyage, as it took 

pl ce in surnmcr. So he was ccrrificd when he en­
countered chis experience on waking th t autumn 
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morning. His master tried in vain to explain the 
phcnon1cnon and pacify hin1 by showing him the 
smoke con1ing out of his own mouth. Ac last he was 
dragged out of bed and t:ikcn to chc yard. It was 
only when he saw the horses happily puffing smoke 
from their nostrils as they drank from the trough 
chat he gradually 0\1crcan1c his fear. 

* 

Two timber traders who were friends had taken 
cheir boys with chem to Europe. These seeded inco 
the new conditions pretty well and wore their Euro­

pean clothes in such a wny thac one could almost 
forget \ hat chcy had been before they started on 
rhcir travels. 

The two men started from Paris together on their 

journey bac.;k. In order not to pay for rcoistered 
luggngc, they brought uch a nurnbcr of pieces of 

aggage on to chc platform fron-1 which the Congo 
E pre s was to start that the third-cl. ss compartincnc 

in which the boy were co travel w:is con1plcc.cly 
filled wic.h what the f could not find roon1 for in their 
own fir t-cla s quarters. There was no room left at 
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311 for other passengers' luogagc. The ' wondered 

'vh:u would h. ppen if the guard intervened, so they 
detern1incd to stand outside their first-class compa{'1t­
n1cnt and await development . 

E\•ery scat in chcir cornpartn1enc was filled and so 
far a they could ob rvc every seat in rhe whole 

train. For the Congo Expr is the Inst opportunity 
of reaching the stean1cr bound for \Vc$t Africa from 
Bordeaux. 

In the distance they saw the boys standing in 
front of their con1paronenc entirely undisturbed. o 

one c rnc with the guard co gee roorn n1ade for his 
luggage. Finally, just before the train started, one 
of the gentlen1cn ventured near their compartment 

to find an cxplanacion. The boys were standing 

there in their fashionable gray overcoats and caps. 
As soon as anybody was about to get in, they 
gn shed their ceeth and rolled their eyes and said, 
.. This hut for us." So before they even r ched the 

sccamer, in spice of the fashion. ble clothes, they had 

become real savages again. 'o one f ncicd traveling 

in the sarne con1partmenc. \Vhcn the train started, 

rhcy both stretched them Ive out on the seatS and 

slept till they reached Borde ux, while their n13sters 
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h:id co sit up aJI night in chcir overcrowded com-
parcmcnt. 

* 
* 

A phnccr from above Sarnkica had taken his faith­
ful cook N'Gema, whom I knew \\CH, with him ro 
Europe. I-le served him very well while he was on 
leave. 

On che first evening af rcr their r curn , 'Gcn1a s 
friends gathered in front of the kitchen to hear 
what he would cdl thcrn abouc Europe. His n1astcr, 

who had a good knowledge of their language, ex­
tinguished rhc light and listened fro1n the dark 
verand . N 'Gcn1a described the vo rage on the big 
steamer, chc storn1 3t se.l, chc railw y journey, the 
white men's 1. rgc hu , the splendid pL ntations 

which needed no protection Jgainsc elephant . And 
further he told of chc fo~ tS in Europe where one 

can walk bout without cutting one1 \vay wich a 
machete , of the plantation which produce Aour 
and wine, of the village in ' hich so n1any people 
dwell that they don't all kno' each others' n:unes 

and of mor besides. Ar each it m the listeners 
uttered an a conishcd "Ahl" and asked to hear more. 
Then he cold then1 bout subn1 rincs and airplanes. 

142 



BOYS I l EUROPE 

But as the most wonderful thing of all, he concluded 
with, "In Europ the people work entirely b , chcm­
selv s. 1·hcrc's no need for overseers to st nd beside 
then1. '' 

* * 
* 

Two boys who had accoinpanied their employers 
fron1 a cin1ber<oncession in che jungle to their 
country es te in Europe also had to cell cheir :ic­
quaintances all about lhe ren1arkablc things d1ey had 
seen. They relaced chat rhe most extr.tordinary thing 
of all is that in ·uropc even animals \Vork. To s cisfy 
the curiosity they had aroused by saying this, they 
h d co describe again and ag in how when they lcf c 
the ship they climbed into a big carriage co which 
'vcrc ntcached two animals larger chan buffalo, and 
how the white rnan had spoken with these creatures 
as if they were human beings and then they had 
run now quickly, now slo, ly, or had scoppe<L As 
there are no horses here they did not find it easy to 
describe these anin13ls to their listeners. They had 
great difficulty also in e.xpbining the work of oxen 
when plowing. 

In all the accounts given by natives who have 
returned fron1 Europe, I h vc alw ys noticed thac it 
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is not railways and airpl ncs, but cl1c culcivacion of 
the soil ch t n1akes che grcatc c ir11prcssion. f y own 
ex cricncc on rny way bon1c i the same. The city, 
the hotel, the railway. II seem at once 'fan1iliar a ain . 
. ut then to travel across the country ·whe~e field 
follows field-th t is so unu u I nd seen1s co inc so 
orand a thing th t I an1 stirred to chc very dcpd1s 
of my being. 

In urope man is lo~d over the earth. In che pri­
n1eval forest of Equatorial J\fric he i a creature d1at 
with diRiculcy wrests a bit of I nd fron1 the wilder­
nc • rli pl Otation is 31\\J)' SlJf1f0Ufldcd b I fore ( 
:tnd sooner or beer chc forest will allow ic up . 
again .... 

* 


